
Sediment is solid material that deposits and settles at the bottom of bodies of water.
Samples of sediment from surface water were collected by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and associated contractors from February 3 - November 10, 2023.
Forty-nine samples were collected from 41 locations along Sulfur Run near and downstream
from the derailment site.
It is not clear what method was used to take the samples, and whether the method(s) were
used consistently.

A Norfolk Southern freight train
carrying hazardous materials
derailed in East Palestine, OH on
February 3, 2023. This is a
summary about sediment samples
gathered after the derailment.
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Key Points:
Sediment samples taken from February-November 2023 following the derailment do not
provide enough information to make conclusions about exposure and health impacts.
Exposure to contaminated sediment is not likely, but taking care when spending time in
and around streams near the derailment site can limit the risk of being exposed. 

Sampling

Findings
EPA laboratories tested the samples for 140 chemicals, but not all samples were tested for all
chemicals, making comparisons between samples more difficult.
Out of 2,973 tests, 265 (8%) had values above the reporting limit. Of this 8%, about 1/3 had
values less than twice the reporting limit.
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Future Directions

Conclusions
The samples from the EPA cannot be used to draw conclusions about health risks because:


