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Food Security and COVID-19 in Cuyahoga County
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“We live in a, what | would consider ... what academia would say
is a food desert. You know there is not a major grocery store in
the immediate area, in our city.”

- Government Official , City with High Food Insecurity

“We want them [community] to be healthy all the way, and it's a
challenge where we are, with all the other factors that's involved,
the crime that'’s involved that keeps people from not being healthy.
And also..people who've been injured from gunshots, their mobility
kind of slow. They can't do the things they used to do. And they
need food, they need help, all kinds of care..."

- Food Access Leader, City with High Food Insecurity

“During COVID, one of the biggest issues | found amongst people |
know, they didn’'t have cars. And the food bank, you had to drive
and you had to wait in your car and they would fill your car with
whatever you get. When you don't have the transportation, you
can’'t go, and to find somebody that will sit for one to five hours.”
- Government Official, City with Medium Food Insecurity

“So our access isn't, | wouldn't say, transportation-related or
location-related; probably it would just be not an adequate
household income...”

- Food Access Leader, City with Low Food Insecurity

“..it's (food security) a policy issue....policy, talking with
government, be it State government you know and then taking
that all the way up to the Federal level....” - Food Access
Leader_High
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Provide resources for smaller food retailers to
stock and sell affordable fresh and healthy
foods (i.e., refrigeration, marketing) including
connections to larger food retailers to support
bulk buying needed to lower costs.

Expand organizational support for
coordinated, neighborhood-based emergency
response systems to provide fresh and
healthy food provisions during times of
personal, community and environmental crisis
(i.e., pandemic, homelessness).

Expand public transportation options.

Advocate for living wages needed for
workers to meet basic needs related to
food, housing, and other essential needs
like health care and child care.

Develop new or coordinate with existing
grassroots coalition(s) to mobilize policy
changes that have direct impact on fair access
to fresh and healthy foods.
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