Learning About Disabilities
Hearing Impaired/Deaf

A hearing impairment is defined as a diminished or defective sense of hearig
deafness, many people are hard of hearing, meaning that hey have a d|m|n|shed sense of

hearing. According to the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders,
about 17 percent of adults (30 million) report some degree of hearing loss.

TYPES AND CAUSES OF HEARING LOSS COMMON ACCOMMODATIONS

Conductive hearing loss Interpreters

This occurs when loss of hearing is a result of Individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing may

problems with the ear canal, ear drum, or middle ear require an interpreter. Interpreters most often

and its little bones (the malleus, incus, and stapes). transliterate spoken language into sign language.
In some cases, individuals who are hard of hearing

Sensorineural hearing loss (SNHL) use an oral interpreter that speaks directly to them,

This occurs when the hearing loss is a result of face-to-face, thus allowing the person to read the

problems in the inner ear, also know as nerve- interpreter's lips.

related hearing loss.
Note-Takers

Mixed hearing loss

This type of hearing loss is a combination of
conductive and sensorineural hearing loss. Mixed
hearing loss occurs when there is damage in the
outer or middle ear and in the inner ear (cochlea) or
auditory nerve.

COMMON MYTHS
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http://www.hearingloss.org/content/types-causes-and-treatment#conductive
http://www.hearingloss.org/content/types-causes-and-treatment#Mixed

