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01/05	to	06/07	 Associate	Director	for	Policy	&	Evaluation	
	

RESEARCH	
EXPERIENCE:	 	
09/94	-	03/01	 Families	First,	Director	of	Program	Evaluation	(Atlanta,	GA)	

Designed	and	conducted	ongoing	program	evaluations	of	services	provided	by	a	large	
non-profit	 mental	 health	 and	 family	 service	 agency.	 	 Services	 included	 family	
counseling,	 transitional	 housing,	 teenage	pregnancy	 and	parenting	 services,	 foster	
care/group	homes,	adoption	services,	community-building	and	family	life	education.	

	
07/91-08/94		 Vanderbilt	Institute	for	Public	Policy	Studies,	Project	Manager	(Nashville,	TN)	
	 	 Managed	 and	 conducted	 a	 research	 synthesis	 (meta-analysis)	 of	 studies	 of	 U.S.	

employment	and	training	interventions	for	welfare	clients.		Research	project	funded	
by	the	Russell	Sage	Foundation	(PI-David	S.	Cordray).	

	
05/90-08/90		 State	of	Tennessee,	Finance	&	Administration,	Researcher	(Nashville,	TN)	
	 	 Provided	 research	 support	 within	 the	 Office	 of	 Internal	 Audit	 and	 Management	

Review.	
	
05/89-08/89		 State	of	Tennessee,	Division	of	State	Audit,	Legislative	Auditor	(Nashville,	TN)	
	 	 Conducted	 a	 performance	 audit	 of	 a	 home-based	 Medicaid	 program	 for	 disabled	

children.	
	
08/88-12/89				 Vanderbilt	University,	Human	Resources,	Research	Assistant	(Nashville,	TN)	
	 	 Assisted	with	faculty	research	on	experiential	learning	in	college	undergraduates.	
	
05/87-08/87		 Greater	Durham	Chamber	of	Commerce,	Intern	(Durham,	NC)	
	 	 Coordinated	a	summer	work/study	program	for	disadvantaged	high	school	students.		
	
	
FUNDED	RESEARCH	PROJECTS:	
	
Current	
U.S.	Department	of	Housing	and	Urban	Development.	September	2020	to	September	2024.	

Principal	Investigator.	Estimating	the	Prevalence	and	Probability	of	Homeless	Youth.	10%	
FTE.	$636,646.	

City	of	Cleveland.	June	2023	to	May	2024.	Principal	Investigator.	Lead	Safe	Auditor.	10%	FTE.	
$75,000.	

City	of	Cleveland.	April	2023	to	April	2024.	Principal	Investigator.	Evaluation	of	the	MomsFirst	
Program.	10%	FTE.	$166,700.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	January	2020	to	June	2024.	Principal	Investigator.	
Invest	in	Children	Ongoing	Evaluation.	10%	FTE.	$240,000.	

Greater	Cleveland	Regional	Transit	Authority.	Through	HDR,	Inc.	Principal	Investigator.	June	2024	
to	December	2025.	Transit	Solutions	in	Areas	of	Persistent	Poverty.	5%	FTE.	$210,000.	

Say	Yes	Cleveland.	January	2024	to	January	2025.	Principal	Investigator.	Evaluation	of	Say	Yes	
Cleveland	Outcomes.	5%	FTE.	$90,000.		

	
	
Completed	
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Sisters	of	Charity	Foundation	of	Cleveland.	December	2015	to	December	2016.	Principal	
Investigator.	Ministries	of	Women	Religious	Survey.	10%	FTE.	$35,000.	

The	George	Gund	Foundation.	July	2014	to	September	2016.	Prinicipal	Investigator.	Community	
Data	Analysis	and	Dissemination	Initiative.	5%	FTE.	$130,000.		

Sisters	of	Charity	Foundation	of	Cleveland.	March	2016	to	September	2016.	Principal	Investigator.	
Promise	Neighborhood	Evaluation	and	Data	Support.	10%	FTE.	$45,000.	

Sisters	of	Charity	Foundation	of	Cleveland.	July	2013	to	December	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	
Promise	Neighborhood	Evaluation	and	Data	Support.	10%	FTE.	$190,000.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	April	2015	to	December	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	
Invest	in	Children	Ongoing	Evaluation.	10%	FTE.	$50,000.	

John	D.	&	Catherine	T.	MacArthur	Foundation.	October	2013	to	September	2015.	Co-Principal	
Investigator.	Housing	Matters:	Early	Childhood	Housing	Impact	on	Early	Literacy.	10%	FTE.	
$300,000.	

The	William	J.	&	Dorothy	K.	O’Neill	Foundation.	Principal	Investigator.	Evaluation	of	the	Cuyahoga	
County’s	Positively	Moms	Initiative.	September	2012	to	August	2015.	10%	FTE.	$195,000.	

Educational	Services	Center	of	Cuyahoga	County.	July	2014	to	June	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	
Evaluation	of	the	PRE4CLE	preschool	expansion.	10%	FTE.	$105,000.		

The	Swanston	Fund.	May	2012	to	June	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	Evaluation	of	the	Campbell	
Works	for	Children	Initiative.	2%	FTE.	$30,000.	

Sisters	of	Charity	Foundation	of	Cleveland.	July	2014	to	June	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	
Supplemental	Analysis	for	Pay	for	Success	Initiative.	10%	FTE.	$50,000.	

The	Community	Builders.	May	2011	to	April	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	Learning	and	Evaluation	
of	Community	Building	Initiative	at	Cascade	Village.	15%	FTE.	$240,000.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	July	2013	to	February	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	
Invest	in	Children	Ongoing	Evaluation.	10%	FTE.	$228,000.	

The	Cleveland	Clinic	Foundation.	July	1,	2011	to	June	30,	2014.	Co-Principal	Investigator.	
Evaluation	of	the	East	Cleveland	Teen	Collaborative.	5%	FTE.	$105,250.	

The	Cleveland	Botancial	Garden.	September	2011	to	February	2015.	Principal	Investigator.	
Evaluation	of	the	Green	Corps	Program.	10%	FTE.	$91,450.	

Kaiser	Permanente,	Ohio	Region.	May	2012	to	June	2013.	Principal	Investigator.	Evaluation	of	the	
Healthy	Eating	Active	Living	Program.	10%	FTE		

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	December	2009	to	December	2012.	Co-Principal	
Investigator	(PI	-	Claudia	Coulton,	MSASS).	Invest	in	Children	Ongoing	Evaluation.	55%	FTE.	

Sisters	of	Charity	Foundation	of	Cleveland.	January	2011	to	February	2012.	Principal	Investigator.	
Collaborative	for	Ministry	Initiative	Evaluation.	10%	FTE.	

Health	Resources	and	Services	Administration,	USDHHS.	November	2008	to	December	2011.	
Project	Evaluator	(PI	–	Lynda	Montgomery,	Family	Medicine).	Enhancing	Residency	
Training	in	the	Care	of	Medically	Vulnerable	Populations.	10%	FTE.		

Sisters	of	Charity	Foundation	of	Cleveland.	July	2009	to	June	2010.	Principal	Investigator.	Study	of	
Women	Religious	in	Active	Ministry	in	Cuyahoga	County.	10%	FTE.	

Annie	E.	Casey	Foundation.	October	1,	2007	to	March	2009.	Co-Principal	Investigator	(PI	–	Claudia	
Coulton,	MSASS).	School	Readiness	and	Early	Grade	Success.	2%	FTE.	

Josiah	Macy	Foundation.	July	2004	to	September	2007.	Project	Evaluator	(PI	-	Thomas	Chelimsky,	
Univerity	Hospitals).	Primary	Practice	Physician	Program	for	Chronic	Pain.	8%	FTE.		

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	March	2001	to	March	2003.	Project	Coordinator	(PI	-	
Claudia	Coulton,	MSASS).	Early	Childhood	Initiative	Phase	I	Evaluation.	100%	FTE.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	January	2003	to	June	2005.	Project	Coordinator	(PI	-	
Claudia	Coulton,	MSASS).	Early	Childhood	Initiative	Phase	II	Evaluation.	60%	FTE.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	September	2003	to	December	2005.	Principal	
Investigator.	Early	Childhood	Initiative	Strategic	Planning	Project.	0%	FTE.	
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Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	October	2006	to	November	2009.	Co-Principal	
Investigator	(PI	-	Claudia	Coulton,	MSASS).	Invest	in	Children	Ongoing	Evaluation.	70%	FTE.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	July	2011	to	December	2012.	Principal	Investigator.	
Invest	in	Children	Ongoing	Evaluation.	10%	FTE.	$403,333.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	October	2003	to	June	2005.	Component	Director	(PI	-	
Claudia	Coulton,	MSASS).	Welfare	Leavers	Study	-	Pathways	to	Employment.	20%	FTE.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	July	2005	to	September	2006.	Co-Principal	Investigator	
(PI	-	Claudia	Coulton,	MSASS).	Invest	in	Children	Ongoing	Evaluation.	72.5%	FTE.	

Cuyahoga	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	December	2005	to	June	2007.	Principal	Investigator	
(Co-PI	–	Liane	Grayson,	MSASS).	Child	Care	Quality	Study.	7.5%	FTE.	

Treu-Mart	Fund.	January	2005	to	June	2007.	Project	Evaluator	(PI	-	Susan	Lajoie	Eagan,	Mandel	
Center).	Treu-Mart	Youth	Development	Fellowship	Program.	10%	FTE.	

Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention.	October	2009	–	December	2010.	Co-Director,	Technical	
Assistance	and	Program	Evaluation	Core	(PIs	–	Elaine	Borawski	&	Susan	Flocke,	School	of	
Medicine).	Prevention	Research	Center	for	Healthy	Neighborhoods.	10%	FTE.		

	
	
TEACHING	
EXPERIENCE:	 	

West	University	of	Timisoara,	Romania,	Invited	Lecturer	
Provided	guest	lectures	at	the	Department	of	Social	Work	and	as	part	of	the	ERASMUS	

program,	May	2023	
	
Beijing	Normal	University,	China,	Invited	Lecturer	
Provided	guest	lectures	at	the	China	Academy	of	Social	Governance	at	the	School	of	

Sociology	and	the	Center	on	International	NGOs	and	Foundations,	October	2019	
	
Ben-Gurion	University	of	the	Negev,	Israel,	Visiting	Professor		
Taught	course	in	the	MBA	in	Social	Leadership	program	at	the	Guilford	Glazer	Faculty	of	

Business	&	Management	–	Organizational	Assessment	and	Program	Evaluation	in	
Nonprofit	Organizations,	Summer	2013,	Winter	





 

 

https://www.thieme-connect.de/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/s-0044-1787671
https://www.thieme-connect.de/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/s-0044-1787671
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/cityscape/vol26num1/article1.html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15548732.2023.2200371
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61.	Bai,	R.,	Collins,	C.,	Crampton,	D.,	&	Fischer,	R.	L.	(2024).	Factors	leading	to	foster	care	re-entry:	
Experiences	of	housing	unstable	

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/15548732.2022.2158991?needAccess=true&role=button
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/15548732.2022.2158991?needAccess=true&role=button
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1353829223001557?dgcid=coauthor
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/npf-2022-0044/html
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/PPNFGS778TMZICGF7GAR/full
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740923000713
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0149718922001513?dgcid=coauthor
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37.	Fischer,	R.	L.,	Anthony,	B.	A.,	Lalich,	N.,	Nevar,	A.,	Bakaki,	P.,	&	Koroukian,	S.	(2016).	Assessing	
the	deployment	of	home	visiting:	Learning	from	a	state-wide	survey	of	home	visiting	
programs.	Maternal	and	Child	Health	Journal,	20,	674-683		

	
36.	Theurer,	J.,	Pike,	E.,	Sehgal,	A.,	Fischer,	R.	L.	&	Collins,	C.	(2015).	The	Community	Research	

Scholars	Initiative:	A	mid-project	assessment.		Clinical	and	Translation	Science,	8(4),	341-
346.	

	
35.	Collins,	C.	C.,	Fischer,	R.	L.,	&	Lalich,	N.	(2015).	Enhancing	childcare	for	children	with	special	

needs	through	technical	assistance.	The	Journal	of	Family	Strengths,	14(1),	article	9.	
	
34.	Fischer,	R.	L.,	Anthony,	E.,	&	Lalich,	N.	(2014).	Addressing	the	early	childhood	mental	health	

needs	of	families:	Evaluating	child	outcomes
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24.	Fischer,	R.	L.,	Craven,	M.	A.	G.,	&	Heilbron.	P.	(2011).	Putting	youth	development	into	practice:	
Learning	from	an	innovative	fellowship	program.	
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10.	Glisson,	G.	M.,	Thyer,	B.	A.,	&	Fischer,	R.	L.	(2001).	Serving	the	homeless:	Evaluating	the	
effectiveness	of	homeless	shelter	services.	Journal	of	Sociology	&	Social	Welfare,	28(4),	89-
97.	

	
9.	Fischer,	R.	L.,	&	Attah,	E.	B.	(2001).	City	kids	in	the	wilderness:	The	effects	of	Outward	Bound	on	

children	from	a	foster	care	group	home	setting.	Journal	of	Experiential	Education,	24(2),	
109-117.	

	
8.	Fischer,	R.	L.	(2001).	The	sea	change	in	nonprofit	human	services:	A	critical	assessment	of	

outcomes	measurement.	Families	in	Society,	82(6),	561-568.	
	
7.	Fischer,	R.	L.,	&	Valley,	C.	(2001).	I’m	60-70%	OK,	You’re	60-70%	OK.	Behavioral	Healthcare	

Tomorrow,	

	-
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Fischer,	R.	L.,	&	Anthony,	B.	A.	(in	development).	

https://www.degruyter.com/downloadpdf/j/npf.ahead-of-print/npf-2018-0043/npf-2018-0043.pdf
https://www.degruyter.com/downloadpdf/j/npf.ahead-of-print/npf-2018-0043/npf-2018-0043.pdf
http://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/2016/07/19/theres-no-magic-bullet-for-clevelands-poverty/ideas/nexus/
http://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/2016/07/19/theres-no-magic-bullet-for-clevelands-poverty/ideas/nexus/
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Achieving	Lead	Safe	Rental	Housing.	Center	on	Urban	Poverty	and	Community	
Development.	Cleveland,	OH:	Case	Western	Reserve	University.	
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Regoeczi,	W.,	Fischer,	R.,	Salas	Atwell,	M.,	&	Blue,	M.	(2017).		CASA	Evaluation:	Year	1	Report.	
Report	to	CASA	of	Cuyahoga	County.	May.	

	
Kleinman,	L.,	Fischer,	R.	L.
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Fischer,	R.,	Kim,	S.	J.,	&	Lalich,	N.	(2013).	Cuyahoga	County/Cleveland	Youth	Count	Initiative	2013:	

Data	on	Homeless	Youth	Under	24	Years	of	Age	.	Cleveland,	OH:	Mandel	School	of	Applied	
Social	Sciences,	Case	Western	Reserve	University.	March.	

	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2012).	House	of	Worship	Survey:	Cleveland,	Ohio.	Prepared	for	The	Cleveland	

Foundation,	Project	Access.	Washington,	DC:	Arkeme.	September.	
		
Fischer,	R.	L.	
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Fischer,	R.	L.	&	Craven,	M.A.G.	(2007).	Evaluation	of	the	Treu-Mart	Youth	Development	Fellowship	

Program:	Results	for	Cohort	3.	Cleveland,	OH:	Mandel	Center	for	Nonprofit	Organizations,	
Case	Western	Reserve	University.	June.	

	
Fischer,	R.	L.	&	Craven,	M.A.G,	(2007).	Evaluation	of	the	Treu-Mart	Youth	Development	Fellowship	

Program:	Results	for	Cohort	2.	Cleveland,	OH:	Mandel	Center	for	Nonprofit	Organizations,	
Case	Western	Reserve	University.	May.	

	
Fischer,	R.,	Nelson,	L.,	Mikelbank,	K.,	&	Coulton,	C.	(2007).	Space	to	learn	and	grow:	early	care	and	

education	capacity	in	Cuyahoga	County.	Briefly	Stated,	07(01).	Cleveland,	OH:	Mandel	
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Koroukian,	S.,	Polousky,	E.,	Fischer,	R,	&	Coulton,	C.	(2005).	Medicaid	enrollment	and	utilization	in	
Cuyahoga	County:	Evaluating	the	Early	Childhood	Initiative	amid	other	health	systems	
changes.	Ch.	7	in	Cuyahoga	County	Early	Childhood	Initiative	Evaluation:	Phase	II	Final	
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Fischer,	R.	L.	(2001).	Helping	Parents	Parent	When	a	Child	is	in	Foster	Care:	Report	on	the	
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Fischer,	R.	L.	(2024).	!"#$%&#$'(%)*'(+&+*'*&',&*""(""&*$+&-,$#',)&)(%#,$*.&'/#)+&"(0',)&#$#'#*'#1(".	
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Fischer,	R.	(2018).	Monetizing	non-health	benefits	of	Healthy	Homes	programs:	Role	for	integrated	
data.	Green	and	Healthy	Homes	Initiative	Executive	Leadership	Institute.	Salt	Lake	City,	UT.	
September.	

	
Fischer,	R.	(2018).	Legacy	of	disadvantage	due	to	housing	during	early	childhood.	Cleveland:	A	

Community	Committed	to	Our	Children.	Schubert	Center	for	Child	Studies.	Cleveland,	OH.	
April.	

	
Fischer,	R.	&	Dorman,	R.	(2018).	Expanding	high	quality	preschool	through	the	use	of	data.	Data	
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Coulton,	C.,	Richter,	F.,	Kim,	S.	J.,	&	Fischer,	R.	(2017).	Temporal	Effects	of	Distressed	Housing	on	
Child	Maltreatment	Among	Young	Children.	21st	Annual	Conference	of	the	Society	for	Social	
Work	and	Research.	New	Orleans,	LA.	January.		

	
Bai,	R.,	Collins,	C.C.,	Crampton,	D.,	&	Fischer,	R.	L.	(2017).	Evaluating	the	implementation	of	

Partnering	for	Family	Success.		21st	Annual	
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Fischer,	R.	L.,	Anthony,	E.	R.,	Lalich,	N.,	Blue,	M.,	&	Chan,	T.	(2016.	Childhood	lead	exposure	in	the	
City	of	Cleveland:	Why	point-in-time	estimates	are	not	enough.	Research	ShowCASE	2016.	
Cleveland,	OH:	Case	Western	Reserve	University.	April.	[poster]	

	
Dearborn,	D.,	Shoch,	C,	Foreman,	K.,	&	Fischer	R.	(2016).	Lead	exposure	in	children	–	what’s	going	

on	in	Cuyahoga	County.	Cuyahoga	County	Conference	on	Social	Welfare.	Cleveland,	OH.	
March.	[Panel]	

	
Merriman,	D.,	Crampton,	D.,	Hovancsek,	A.,	Anderson,	K.,	&	Fischer	R.	(2016).	Partnering	for	Family	

Success:	Cuyahoga	County’s	social	impact	bond	experience.	Cuyahoga	County	Conference	on	
Social	Welfare.	Cleveland,	OH.	March.	[Panel]	

	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2016).	Poverty	and	population	loss	in	the	Cleveland	region.	Cleveland	Council	on	

World	Affairs.	Presentation	for	journalists	from	India.	Cleveland,		OH.	February.		
	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2016).	Understanding	the	landscape:	Issues	facing	Cleveland.	Presentation	for	

Leadership	Cleveland	2016.	Cleveland,		OH.	February.		
	
	Fischer,	R.	L.,	Crampton,	D.,	&	Coulton,	C.		(2015).	2,$3),4#'"&#$&'/(&",0#*.&#-3*0'&5,$+&

($1#),$-($'6&Annual	Conference	of	the	Association	for	Research	on	Nonprofit	
Organizations	and	Voluntary	Action.	Chicago,	IL.	November.	[Poster]	

	
Walsh,	M.,	Matthews,	L.,	Lalich,	N.,	Anthony,	E.,	Fischer,	R.	&	Blue,	M.	(2015).	Exploring	the	

relationship	between	reproductive	life	plans,	subsequent	births	and	birth	spacing.	National	
Healthy	Start	Convention.	Washington,	DC.	November.	[Poster]	

	
Fischer,	R.	L.,	Anthony,	E.,	Crampton,	D.	&	Coulton,	C.	(2015).	Evaluating	social	impact	financing	in	

human	services.	American	Evaluation	Association	Annual	Conference.	Chicago,	IL.	
November.	

	
Dorman,	R.,	Fischer,	R.,	&	Anthony,	B.	(2015).	Early	childhood	systems	in	Cuyahoga	County:	Invest	

in	Children.	Ohio’s	early	Childhood	Initiatives:	Data	Covening.	Columbus,	OH.	November.		
	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2015).	Evaluation	design	in	nonprofit	settings.	Swanston	Fund	Innovations	

Conference.	Youngstown,	OH.	November.	
	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2015).	Showing	that	your	work	matters:	Usable	program	evaluation		

for	the	nonprofit	sector.		Annual	Nonprofit		Summit,	The	Raymond	John	Wean	Foundation.	
Youngstown,	OH.	September.	

	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2015).	Evaluation	for	grant	professional.	Grants	Plus.	Cleveland,	OH,	September.	
	
Fischer,	R.	L.,	Crampton,	D.,	&	Coulton,	C.	(2015).	Nonprofits	in	the	social	impact	bond	

environment.	Nonprofit	Academic	Centers	Council	Conference.	Chicago,	IL.	July.	
	
Fischer,	R.	L.,	&	Anthony,	B.	A.	(2015).	Evaluating	a	strategy	to	reduce	maternal	distress	through	

home	visiting:	Cuyahoga	County,	OH
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Anthony,	B.	A.,	



 

 

Fischer	--	31	

	
Dorman,	R.,	&	Fischer,	R.	L.	(2014).	Early	childhood	services	and	Invest	in	Children.	Family	

Medicine	Grand	Rounds,	University	Hospitals.	Cleveland,	OH.	September.	
	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2014).	What	the	data	reveal:	Results	from	Cuyahoga	County’s	first	Youth	Point	in	

Time	Count	–	January	2013.	Assuring	Stable	Homes:	Strategies	to	Prevent	Homelessness	for	
Youth	Transitioning	from	Foster	Care	–	Local	Conversation.	Cleveland,	OH.	June.	

	
Fischer,	R.	L.	(2014).	Mining	the	data:	What	does	the	research	tell	us	about	youth	homelessness	

and	foster	care?	Assuring	Stable	Homes:	Strategies	to	Prevent	Homelessness	for	Youth	
Transitioning	from	Foster	Care.	Cleveland,	OH.	June	
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Fischer,	R.	L.,	&	Coulton,	C.	J.	(2012).	A	report	to	the	community:		Invest	in	Children’s	
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Fischer,	R.	L.	(2011).	Promoting	a	medical	home	for	families	in	poverty.	National	Research	
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