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A.�� Personal Statement
I have extensive expertise in the application of social welfare, public health, and community-based system 
dynamics approaches to identify and intervene on the culturally-specific mental health and service needs of 
�V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�G�H�U���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���\�R�X�W�K�����6�*�0�<�� in public systems, and to develop and test multi-level interventions 
to promote optimal health and wellbeing. I am a member of the LGBTQ+ community and have advocated on 
behalf of my community for over twenty-five years. 

I am an early career investigator (Ph.D., 2014). I have published extensively in the fields of system-involved 
youth and SGM health disparities and successfully garnered both extra- and intra-mural support for my 
research. My studies are among the first to show evidence of variation in state system-level factors on 
homelessness and substance use, among young adults exiting foster care, and to apply system dynamics to 
identify multi-level factors contributing to psychological comorbidities, including self-injurious thoughts and 
behaviors, among SGM youth in child welfare. My research training has been consistently supported by NIH-
funded mechanisms. I am a recipient of the NIH-National Institute of Minority Health Disparities Loan 
Repayment Program. During my doctoral training, my research on cumulative disadvantage and youth 
physical/mental health disparities and alcohol use trajectories was supported for multiple consecutive years by 
the NIH [TL1 RR 025016; T32 MH20010]. As a NIDA T32 Postdoctoral Fellow in Substance Abuse Prevention 
Research at Yale University, I was involved in the collection, management, analysis, and dissemination of 
findings from two federally-funded grants to improve permanency outcomes and trauma-informed service 
delivery to children and youth in foster care [PI: Connell: NIMH, R21MH09606; ACF, CO13000147]. For five 
years, I collaborated with Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Division of Children and Family Services on funded 
research to implement specialized services and reduce mental health comorbidities for SGM youth in foster 
care. �,���D�P���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���F�R���,���R�Q���W�K�H���1�,�+���1�&�$�7�6���I�X�Q�G�H�G���V�W�X�G�\���W�R���O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J��
�W�R���D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���X�S�W�D�N�H���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���F�O�R�V�H���W�K�H���J�D�S���R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F���K�H�D�O�W�K���G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V����



 Ongoing and recently completed projects that I would like to highlight include: 

NIH/NCATS  

https://doi.org/10.1089/lgbt.2020.0390
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.adolescence.2019.05.004




 

2. Mental Health Disparities  among SGM Youth in Foster Care . SGM youth are disproportionately 
overrepresented inside the foster care system with estimates ranging from 15-30% compared to 9.5% of the 
general U.S. population. The complexity of the foster care system creates a fragmented delivery system that is 
even more complicated for SGM youth as the system is not designed with their needs in mind. I apply System 
Dynamics (SD) to examine the multi-level risk factors and protective resources available to SGMY in foster 
care. My most recent publication in Trauma, Violence, and Abuse presents a theoretical-conceptual model of 
SGM youth disproportionate overrepresentation and psychological comorbidities, using SD to show how this 
phenomenon 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107379


 

3. Schuler, M. S., Prince, D. M. , Breslau, J., & Collins, R. L. (2020). Substance use disparities at the 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/dana.prince.1/bibliography/public/

