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 EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. (1987) University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma (Sociology) 
M.S.W. (1984) University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma (Social Work) 
B.A. (1979) University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma (Psychology) 
  

HONORS, ACHIEVEMENTS AND AWARDS 
 
Fellow, American Academy of Social Work & Social Welfare 
Doctor Honoris Causa, West University of Timisoara, Timisoara, Romania, November 2015. 
Fulbright Specialist Candidate, 2015-2020 
United Way Certificate of Appreciation for Leadership, Adoption Initiative, 2003. 
Adoption Triad Advocate of the Year Award, Adoption Network-Cleveland, 1996. 
Volunteer Award, Rocky Mountain Adoption Exchange, Denver, CO, 1992. 
 
 RELATED CREDENTIALS 
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Groze1, V.  (1996). Successful Adoptive Families: A Longitudinal Study of Special Needs Adoption.  
New York: Praeger. 
 
Rosenthal, J., & Groze, V.  (1992). Special Needs Adoption:  A Study of Intact Families.  New York: 
Praeger. 
 
ARTICLES IN REFEREED JOURNALS 
 
Mayer, D. & Groza, V. (2023).!Promoting Children’s Rights and Protections in Program Evaluation. 
 Program Evaluation, 1-15. DOI: 10.1177/1098214022113462 
 
Evans, K., Holmes, M., Prince, D. & Groza, V. (2021).  Social Work Doctoral Student Well-being 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Descriptive Study.  International Journal of Doctoral Studies. 
16, 569-592. https://doi.org/10.28945/4840 
 
Bai, R.  Collins, C., Fischer, R., Groza, V. & Yang, L.  (2020).  Exploring the Association between 
Housing Insecurity and Child Welfare System Involvement: A Systematic Review.  Child and 
Adolescent Social Work, 1-14.  
 
Groza, V. & Muntean, A.  (2018). Body Image and the Adopted Adolescent: A Romanian Study 
(translated into Italian, L'immagine corporea e l'adolescente adottato: uno studio rumeno). 
Minorgiustitia,4, 44-64.  Available as of June 2021 from 
https://www.torrossa.com/en/resources/an/4478805 
 
Cannavo, J. & Groza, V.  (2017). The Relationship between Bicultural Socialization Activities and 
Strategies to Deal with Racism in International Adoptees from India to the United States. Today’s 
Children-Tomorrow’s Parents, 44, 58-
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Groza, V. & Muntean, A. (2015).  A Description of Attachment in Adoptive Parents and Adoptees 
in Romania during Early Adolescence.  Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal, 32(3), 1-12.  
DOI: 10.1007/s10560-015-0408-2 
 
Groza, V., Park, H., Oke, M., Kalyanvala, R., & Shetty, M.  (2014). Adoption and Birth Family 
Issues: Adult Adoptees in India Placed through BSSK in Pune.  Indian Journal of Social Work, 
75(2), 285-300.  
 
Riley-Behringer, M., Groza, V., Tieman, W. & Juffer, F. (2014).  Race and bicultural 
socialization in the Netherlands, Norway, and the United States of America in the adoptions of 
children from India.  Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority Psychology, 20(2), 231-243. doi: 
10.1037/a0035324  
 
Groza, V., & Bunkers, K. M.  (2014).  Adoption Policy and Evidence-Based Domestic Adoption 
Practice: A Comparison of Romania, Ukraine, India, Guatemala and Ethiopia.  Infant Mental Health 
Journal, 35(2), 160-171.   
 
Groza, V. & Bunkers, K.  (2013). The USA as a Country of Origin for Intercountry Adoption: Birth 
Parents Rights versus The Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption. Adoption Quarterly. DOI: 
10.1080/10926755.2014.875089 
 
Merz, E. C., McCall, R. B., & Groza, V.  (2013). Parent-Reported Executive Functioning in 
Postinstitutionalized Children: A Follow-Up Study.  Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent 
Psychology, 42(5), 726-733.  DOI:10.1080/15374416.2013.764826 
 
Brown, S., & Groza, V. (2013). A Comparison of Adoptive Parents’ Perceptions of their Child’s 
Behavior among Indian Children Adopted to Norway, the United States, and Within Country: 
Implications for Adoption Policy. Child Welfare, 92(3), 119-143.  
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Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development, 76(4), 163-189. doi: 10.1111/j.1540-
5834.2011.00632.x 
 
Engle, P. L., Groza, V. K., Groark, C. J., Greenberg, A., Bunkers, K. M., & Muhamedrahimov, R. J. 
(2011). T
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Groza, V., Chenot, D., & Holtedahl, K.  (2005).  The Adoption of Indian Children by Norwegian 
Parents.  International Journal of Child & Family Welfare, 8(2-3), 98-113. 
 
Lorkovich, T. W., Piccola, T., Groza, V., Brindo, M. E., & Marks, J.  (2004). Kinship Care and 
Permanence: Guiding Principles for Policy and Practice.  Families in Society, 85(2), 159-164. doi: 
10.1606/1044-3894.324 
 
Tessler, R, Adams, G., Houlihan, L, & Groza, V.  (2004).  Mother-Daughter Relationships among 
Chinese and Romanian Adoptees.  International Journal of Child & Family Welfare, 7(1), 26-43. 
 
Dickens, J., & Groza, V.  (2004).  Empowerment in difficulty: A critical appraisal of international 
intervention in child welfare in Romania.  International Social Work, 47(4), 469-487. doi: 
10.1177/0020872804046254 
 
Ryan, S., & Groza, V.   (2004).  Romanian Adoptees: A Cross-National Comparison. International 
Social Work, 47(1), 53-79. doi: 10.1177/0020872804039371 
 
Ryan, S., Pearlmutter, S., & Groza, V.  (2004). Coming out of the closet: Opening agencies to gay 
and lesbian adoptive parents.  Social Work, 49(1), 85-95. doi: 10.1093/sw/49.1.85 
 
Groza, V., Kalyanvala, R., & BSSK Research Team.  (2003).  Indian Families Adopting Indian 
Children.  Indian Journal of Social Work, 64(1), 93-113. 
 
Groza, V., Kalyanvala, R , Boyer, S., & Nedelcu, C.  (2003).  Indian Families Adopting Indian 
Children: The Adoption Process, Birth Family Issues and Post-Placement Services.  International 
Journal of Child & Family Welfare, 6(1-2), 4-17.   
 
Groza, V., Conley, A., & Bercea, F.  (2003).  A Study of Romanian Foster Families in Bistrita 
Judet.  Quality of Life Review, 1, 1-16. 
 
Groza,V., Maschmeier, C., Jamison, C. & Piccola, T. (2003).   Siblings and Out-of-Home 
Placement:  Best Practices.  Families in Society, 84(4), 480-490.  doi: 10.1606/1044-3894.136 
 
Groza, V,  Ryan, S., & Cash, S.  (2003).  Institutionalization, Behavior and International Adoption: 
Predictors of Behavior Problems.  Journal of Immigrant Health, 5(1), 5-17.  
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:102109602 
 
Groza, V., & Ryan, S.  (2002). Pre-Adoptive Stress and its Association with child behavior in 
domestic special needs and international adoptions.   Psychoneurendocrinology, 27(1), 181-197. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0306-4530(01)00044-0 
 
Landsman, M., Groza, V., Tyler, M., & Malone, K.  (2001). Outcomes of Family Centered 
Residential Treatment.  Child Welfare, 80(3), 351-379. 
 
Groza, V. (1999). Adoptia Copiilor in Romania: Continuare a unui studiu asupra familiilor care au 
adoptat copii romani (A follow up study of Romanian families who adopted Romanian children). [In 
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Romanian; English translation]. Quality of Life Review, 10(3-4), 251-268. 
 
Groza, V.   (1999).  Institutionalization, Behavior and International Adoption.  Journal of Immigrant 
Health, 3(1), 133-143. 
 
Groza, V., Ghindia, D., Bibb, L., Shrader, C., Loue, S., Krihwan, A., Leto, T., & staff from Inapoi la 
Scoala.  (1999). Copiii strazii in Bucuresti: o abordare noua pentru studierea unei probleme perpetue 
(Street Children in Bucharest: A Unique Approach to Study the Continuing Problem). Quality of Life 
Review (Calitatea Vietii), 10(1-2), 77-85.  
 
Groza, V., Proctor, C., & Guo, S.  (1998). The Relationship of Institutionalization to the 
Development of Romanian Children Adopted Internationally. 
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Rosenthal, J. A., Groze, V., & Aguilar, G. D.  (1991).  Adoption Outcomes for Children with 
Handicaps.  Child Welfare, 70(6), 623-636. 
 
Groze, V., & Rosenthal, J. A. (1991).  A Structural Analysis of Families Adopting Children with 
Special Needs.  Families in Society, 72(8), 469-481. 
 
Walz, T., & Groze, V.  (1991).  The Mission of Social Work Revisited: An Agenda for the 1990's.  
Social Work, 36(6), 500-504. 
 
Groze, V., & Gruenewald, A.  (1991).  PARTNERS: A Model Program for Special Needs Adoptive 
Families in Stress.  Child Welfare, 70(5), 581-589. 
 
Rosenthal, J. A., Motz, J. K., Edmonson, D. A., & Groze, V.  (1991).  A Descriptive Study of Abuse 
and Neglect in Out-of-Home-Placement.  Child Abuse and Neglect, 15 (3), 249-260. 
 
Groze, V.  (1991).  Adoption and Single Parents: A Review.  Child Welfare, 70(3), 321-332. 
 
McMillen, J. C., & Groze, V.  (1991).  Child Welfare Policies Affected by the Difficulty in 
Diagnosing HIV in Infants and Young Children.  AIDS and Public Policy, 6(2), 59-63. 
 
Rosenthal, J. A., Groze, V., & Curiel, H. (1990).  Race, Social Class and Special Needs Adoption.  
Social Work, November, 35(6), 532-539. 
 
Groze, V.  (1990).  An Exploratory Investigation into Institutional Mistreatment.  Children and 
Youth Services Review, 12(3), 225-237. 
 
Rosenthal, J. A., & Groze
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Groza, V. (2006).  The Social Service Response: Children and Youth in Abandoned, Orphaned & 
Vulnerable Situations.  Presented at the 50th Anniversary of Holt Conference, Looking Forward: A 
Global Response for Homeless Children, Eugene, Oregon, October 26.  

Groza, V. (2006).  Adoption: Promoting Success, Looking Forward.  Presented at the 50th 
Anniversary of Holt Conference, Looking Forward: A Global Response for Homeless Children, 
Eugene, Oregon, October 25.  

Groza, V. (2006) The effects from institutionalization on child functioning post-adoption: A 
typology.  Presented at the International Forum on Childhood and Families, Adoption: Perspective 
and Resources, Barcelona, Spain, September 30.    
 
Groza, V.  (2005).  Trends in Adoption Research.  Presented at the Family Builders Network 
Forum, Advancing the Practice of Permanency, Cleveland, OH, October 20.   
 
Groza, V.  (2004).  A Study of Indian Adoptions in India and Norway.   Presented at the Nordic 
Adoption Conference, October 23, 2004 and to the Iceland Adoptive Parent Group, Reykjavik, 
Iceland, October 24.   
 
Everett, J., Groza, V., Stuart, P. H., & Hesselbrock, M.  (2004). Thinking about pursuing a 
doctorate?  The Wheres, Whens, Whys and Hows.  Council of Social Work Education Annual 
Program Meeting, Anaheim, CA, February 28-March 1. 
 
Groza, V., & Kalyanvala, R.   (2003).   A Follow-Up Study of Indian Families Adopting Indian 
Children. Presented at the 50th Anniversary of Children of the World-Norway, Oslo, Norway, June 
12-13.   
 
Groza, V.  (2003). Adoption Near and Far for American Adoption Workers.  Presented at the 
Annual Adoption Opportunities Conference, Washington, D. C., March 10-11. 
 
Groza, V.  (2002). Adoption Near and Far: A Comparison of American, Romanian and Indian 
Domestic Adoptions.  Presented at the Child Welfare League of American National Adoption 
Conference entitled Lifetime Connections: Achieving Excellence in Adoption, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida, November 5-8. 
 
Groza, V.  (2002). Post Adoption Issues and Concerns.  Presented at the Fourth International 
Conference on Child Adoption, Indian Council for Child Welfare, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi, 
India, October 21- 23. 
 
Groza, V.  (2002). International Adoption: An American Perspective.  Presented to faculty, students 
and social workers at the University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain, May 13. 
 
Groza,
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Groza, V.  (2000). Post-Adoption Services: Opinions of Adoptive Parents of Domestic Special 
Needs and Children Adopted Internationally.  Presented at the National Post-Adoption Services 
Conferences, December 3-5, Washington, D. C 
 
Groza, V.  (1999). Clinical Issues of Infant, Older Placed and International Adoptees.  Keynote 
speaker at the Adoption as a Lifelong Process Conference, September 30, Cleveland, Ohio. 
 
Groza, V. (1999). Domestic Special Needs Adoption, International Adoption, and Child Behavior.  
Prepared for NIDA Conference, Early Environmental Stress and Biological Vulnerability to Drug 
Abuse, September 9, Bethesda, Maryland. 
 
Groza, V.  (1998). Children Adopted from Romania to the United States: Myth and Reality.  
Presented at the University of Iasi, Iasi, Romania, June 3 & at Copii Nostrii, Bucharest, Romania, 
June 11. 
 
Groza, V.  (1997). Adopted children from Romania: A comparison of Roma (Gypsy) and Romanian 
children.  Presented at the University of Iasi, Iasi, Romania, May 15. 
 
Groze, V.  (1996). Developmental and Family Outcomes of Romania Children Adopted to the 
United States.  Colloquiums presented June 21 & June 27, Bucharest and Timsoara, Romania. 
 
Groze, V., & Schmidt, D. (1995).  Adopted Children from Romania: Myth and Reality.  Presented at 
the 21st Annual North American Council on Adoptable Children Conference, Norfolk, Virginia, 
August 3-6. 
 
Groze, V.  (1995).  Post Adoption Family Issues. Keynote Address presented at the Annual 
Conference of the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys, Atlanta, Georgia, April 28-29. 
 
Groze, V., & Johnson, A. K.  (1995). The Development of An Empowerment-Based Approach 
Solving Child Welfare Problems in Romania.  Presented at the APM, Council on Social Work 
Education, San Diego, California, March 3-5. 
 
Groze, V.  (1994).  Attachment Theory and Research: A Longitudinal Perspective on Adopted 
Children with Special Needs.   Presented at the 6th Annual Conference on Bonding and Attachment, 
Cleveland, Ohio, October 20-22. 
 
Groze, V., 
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Residential Treatment.  Presented at the North American Out-Of-Home-Care Conference, Child 
Welfare League of America, St. Louis, Missouri, October 15-18. 
 
Groze, V., & McMillen, J. C.  (1991).  Characteristics of Foster and Adoptive Families who Care for 
Children with HIV: A Pilot Study.  Presented at the North American Council Training Conference 
on Adoptable Children, Atlanta, Georgia, August 1-5. 
 
Groze, V., & Rosenthal, J.  (1990).  After Finalization: Special Needs Children and Their Adoptive 
Families. Presented at the 15th North American Training Conference on Adoptable Children, 
Washington, D. C., August 16-19. 
 
Walz, T., & Groze, V.  (1990).  The Mission of Social Work Revisited: An Intergenerational 
Analysis.  Presented at the Council on Social Work Education 36th Annual Program Meeting, Reno, 
Nevada, March 3-6. 
 
Rosenthal, J. A., Groze, V., & Conner, J.  (1989).  Special Needs Adoption: A Follow-up Study.  
Presented at the NASW Annual Meeting, San Francisco, California, October 13. 
 
Groze, V.  (1989).  Adoption Needs of Children from the AIDS Epidemic.  Paper presented at the 
Changing Family Conference, Iowa City, Iowa, February. 
 
Wedel, K., Rosenthal, J., Groze, V., & McCullough, S.  (1987).  Student's Choice of Applied Social 
Science: Altruistic or Self-Serving. Paper presented at the National Social Science Association, 
Dallas, Texas. 
 
MONOGRAPHS/PROJECT REPORTS 
 
Groza, V., Riley-Behringer, M., Cage, J., & Lodge, K.  (2009-2013).  Partners for Forever 
Families: A Public-Private-University Initiative and Neighborhood-Based Approach.  Funded by 
Adoption Opportunities, Diligent Recruitment, to Cuyahoga County Division of Children and 
Family Services, 2008-2013.  
 
Groza, V., Park, H., & Oke, M. (2012).  A Study of Adopt Adoptees in India Placed by Domestically 
by BSSK,  Pune.  Prepared for Bharatiya Samaj Seva Kendra, Pune, India.  
 
Groza, V., Alman, K., Garcia, E., Roberson, D., Fox, D., Fujimura, K., Zisk-Vitron, J., & Wyner, B. 
 (2010).  Teens to Home Final Report.  Funded by Adoption Opportunities to Bellefaire Jewish 
Children’s Bureau, 2005-2010. 
 
Intercountry Adoption and the Best Interests of the Child Principle.  (2010).  Ghost writer and 
prepared with K. Bunkers for the UNICEF Innocenti Research Center (IRC), Florence, Italy.  
 
Groza, V. Brindo, B., Fox, D., & Garcia, E.  (2009).  Adoption in Ohio’s Heartland: Final 
Evaluation Report.  Prepared with Bellefaire JCB, funded by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, Adoption Demonstration Grant Project. 
 



! ">!

Groza



! "?!



! "'!

Children.  Part I:  The Family's Response.  Part II:  The Child's Response.  Prepared for the State of 
Iowa, Department of Human Services, Des Moines, Iowa. 
 
Groze, V.  (1990).  Adoptive Placement of Special Needs Children Who Reside in Foster Care.  
Prepared with the State of Iowa, Department of Human Services, Des Moines, Iowa, for the 
Department of Health and Human Services, Adoption Opportunities, Washington, D. C. 
 
Groze, V., & Rosenthal, J.  (1989).  Subsidized Adoptions in Illinois: A Survey of Special Needs 
Children and their Intact Families.  Prepared for the State of Illinois, Department of Children and 
Family Services, Springfield, Illinois. 
 
Groze, V., & Rosenthal, J.  (1989).  Kansas Intact Families and Their Adopted Children: A Survey 
Analysis of Special Needs Adoptions.  Prepared for the Kansas Department of Social and 
Rehabilitative Services, Topeka, Kansas. 
 
Groze, V., & Rosenthal, J.  (1989).  Special-Needs Adoption Survey: An Analysis of Oklahoma's 
Intact Adoptive Families and Children.  Prepared for the Oklahoma Department of Human Services, 
Oklahoma City, OK. 
 
Groze, V.  (1988).  Institutional Mistreatment.  Prepared for the Office of Advocate Defender, 
Oklahoma Department of Human Services, Oklahoma City, OK. 
 
Groze, V.  (1987).  Family Influence on Delinquency, Professor Robert Bursik, advisor.  Prepared 
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Partners for Forever Families, written for Cuyahoga County Department of Children and Families 
Services and funded by the U. S. Children's Bureau, Adoption Opportunities, Diligent Recruitment, 
2008-2013 ($2 million over 5 years with subcontract of 35% per year [$140,000] to 
CWRU/MSASS for evaluation and project management). Role: Principal Investigator. 
 
Supporting Adoption of Children from the Public System, funded by the Dave Thomas Foundation 
for Adoption, 2004-2005 ($15,000).   Role: Investigator. 
 
Developmental PARTners: Prevention, Referral and Transition for Adopted Infants and Toddlers, 
funded by Department of Education, 2003-2005 ($700,000).  Role: Co-investigator with G. 
Mahoney. 
 
Adoption Home Study Assistance Project: A Service and Training Endeavor, funded by Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation, 2003-2004 ($62,092). Role: Co-investigator with Z. Breen-Wood. 
 
Adoption Home Study Assistance Project: A Service and Training Endeavor, funded by Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation, 2000-2001 ($59,990). Role: Co-investigator with Z. Breen 
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A Follow-up Study of Special Needs Adoptions, funded by Old Gold Fellowship, University of 
Iowa, Summer, 1989 ($3500).   Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Institutional Maltreatment awarded from the Undergraduate College, University of Oklahoma, for 
undergraduate research project with Oklahoma Department of Human Services, 1987-1988 
($3700).   Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Pilot Study: Psychosocial Adjustment of AIDS Patients, awarded for undergraduate research from 
the Dean of Arts and Sciences, University of Oklahoma, Spring, 1988 ($200).  Role: Consultant 
 
GRANT ACTIVITY-UNFUNDED 
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Press. 
 
Child Welfare for the 1990's: Integrating Practice and Policy.  Reviewed for Sage Publications, 
Inc., March, 1992. 
 
Lindsey, D.  (1991).  Tapping the Dreams of All Our Children.  Reviewed for D. Lindsey, August. 
 
Lowenberg, F. & Dolgoff, R.  (1989).  Ethical Decisions for Social Work Practice, 3rd edition.  
Reviewed for Peacock Publisher for 4th edition. 
 
Cohen, J. S., & Westhuse, A.  (1988).  How to Reduce the Risk: Healthy Functioning Families for 
Adoptive and Foster Children.  Reviewed for University of Toronto Press. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY 
 
2015-current  Erasmus Plus Faculty Exchange Program, funded by the European Union with the 
                       West University of Timisoara, 2015-2018.  Role: Coordinator. 
 
2018 Guest lecturer, Bryn Mawr Alumni event in Cuba.  Guest lecturer about child 

welfare in low resource countries.  
 
2016-17 Travel & Study Program Developer—Nicaragua.  Developed a plan for students 

interested in travel and study to Nicaragua for cultural immersion and service 
learning projects. Project was canceled after civil unrest.  

 
2015-16 Collaborator for Faculty Exchange through Erasmus Plus—Romania.  Developed a 

collaborative project with the West University of Timisoara to develop doctoral 
level training in child welfare research.  

 
2013-14 Program Developer—Romania.  Developed a collaborative project with the West 

University of Timisoara to provide web-based training to public child welfare 
workers on contemporary adoption practice and mental health practice in adoption.  

 
2011 Presenter, BSSK- India.  Presented the results of the first study of domestic 

adoptees now young adults to adoptive parents, adoption professionals, adoptees and 
staff.  Worked with BSSK on implications of results for policy and practice (Pune & 
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Interests of the Child and Intercountry Adoption.  
 
2009                Speaker, US Department of State-Kazakhstan.  Providing training on wh 

American’s adopt safeguards in place in the US Child Welfare System to protest 
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Romania.  Provided technical assistance on developing a foster parent advisory 
group.  Collaborated with Fundatia Inocenti/Romania Children’s Relief. 

 
2001 Researcher-India.  Conducted research on Indian families who adopted Indian 

children in Pune.  Role: Project Leader.  Collaborated with Bharatiya Samaj Seva 
Kendra (BSSK) to provide technical assistance and conduct interviews with 
families.  This project was part of my sabbatical. 

 
2001 Researcher and Project Leader-Romania.  Conducted research/program evaluation 

on families who are fostering Romanian children in Bistrita.  Project included 
graduate students and collaborating with Fundatia Inocenti/Romania Children’s 
Relief to conduct interviews with families. 

 
2000  Trainer and Project Leader-Romania.  Trained Social Workers and disseminated 

research conducted the previous year on Romanian Families who Adopted 
Romanian Children in Bucharest & Constanta.  Project included graduate students, 
alums, and collaborating with Holt International to provide training and technical 
assistance.  

 
2000 Project Leader-Belize.  Conducted key informant interviews in order to develop an 

agency-university partnership in child welfare research.  Project included graduate 
students, alums, and collaborating with the National Organization for the Prevention 
of Child Abuse in Belize, Central America.  

 
1999  Project Leader-Romania.  Trained Social Workers and conducted research on 

Romanian families who adopted Romanian children in Bucharest & Constanta.  
Project included graduate students, alums, and collaborating with Holt International 
to provide training, technical assistance, and conduct interviews with families.  

 
1999 Trainer and Technical Advisor-Egypt.  Lectured and provided technical assistance 

on curriculum development, presented at Helwan University, Cairo, February 15-26. 
Also, was ambassador from CWRU to further explore building a university-to-
university partnership. 

 
1998 Trainer and Project Leader-Romania.  Trained Social Workers and Conducted 

Research on Street Children of Romania in Bucharest.  Project included graduate 
students, alums, and collaborating with medical school faculty to provide training, 
technical assistance, and conduct interviews with key informants and street children. 

 
1997 Project Leader-Romania.  Conducted Community Assessment of Issue for Women 

and Children with or at-risk of HIV/AIDS in Iasi.  Project included graduate 
students, recent alum, and collaboration with medical school faculty to conduct 
interviews with key informants and pregnant women.  

 
1996 Project Co-Leader-Romania.  Asset Mapping of Communities, Fundraising for 

local Nongovernmental Agencies in Child Welfare, and Lecturing on Adoption 
Outcomes of Children Adopted from Romania to the United States.  Project 
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included a dozen graduate students, recent alums, and community volunteers.  
Project involved traveled throughout the entire country of Romania. 

 
1995 Consultant and Trainer-Romania.  Trained on assessing and strengthening families, 

held in Bucharest and Iasi, in collaboration with Holt International and the 
University of Iasi.  Project included graduate students from Case Western Reserve 
University and a recent alum. 

 
1994 Consultant and Trainer-Romania.  Trained on assessing and strengthening families, 

held in Bucharest, in collaboration with Holt International. Project included graduate 
students from Case Western Reserve University. 

 
1993 Co-Director and Trainer-Romania.  Curriculum Development Project in Romania 

(CDROM), located in Oradea and Iasi.  Project included graduate students from the 
University of Iowa, bachelor level graduates from the University of Oklahoma, a 
graduate student from Case Western Reserve University,  Social Work faculty 
members from universities around the country, and one community volunteer.  We 
developed curriculum, taught the trainers (university professors and students) and 
distributed thousands of social work and psychology books to universities 
throughout the country.   

 
1992 Consultant and Trainer-Romania. Assisted in child welfare planning by assessing 

children and developing program recommendations in Videle and Suceava.  
Collaborated with the Rocky Mountain Adoption Exchange and the Ministry for the 
Handicapped.  Project included social work graduate students from the University of 
Iowa. 

 
1991 Consultant and Trainer-Romania.  Assisted in child welfare planning by assessing 

children and developing program recommendations in Videle.  Collaborated with 
the Rocky Mountain Adoption Exchange and the Ministry for the Handicapped.  
Project included social workers from the community. 
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ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 
 

2008-2021
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(1991-1992). 
Undergraduate  
Courses:   Practice I, Practice II   
H30X7%)/!42+/L+9)!
![!Y%/)2*2+/L+9)!!
H3L2;);F   Interpersonal Skills Laboratory, Getting a Grant in the 90s. 

 
1987 to 1988 Visiting Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, University of Oklahoma.   
 

Graduate Courses: Research Methods I & II, Family Therapy, Integrative 
Seminar for Advanced Practicum, Practicum I & II (Field 
liaison).   

Undergraduate  
Courses:   Research Methods I & II   

 
1985 to 1987 Instructor, Department of Sociology, University of Oklahoma.  Sole teaching 

responsibilities for courses from 1985-1987; assisted in teaching 1984-1985.  
Computer consultant for graduate students and faculty 1985-1987. 

 
Undergraduate  
Courses:   Social Problems, Introduction to Sociology 

 
1984 to 1985 Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, University of Oklahoma.  Sole 

teaching responsibilities for courses from 1985-1987; assisted in teaching 1984-
1985.  Computer consultant for graduate students and faculty 1985-1987. 

 
Dissertations Chaired 
 
2018 Cristina Nedelcu, Attachment and the Transition to Early Adulthood for Romanian 

Adoptees. 
 
2016 Jamie Cage, Educational Attainment for Youth who were Maltreated in Adolescence. 
 
2016 Kelly Davis, Perspectives of Professional on Treatment Foster Care Success.  

2015 Maureen Riley-Behringer, “Effects of 
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2010 Lindsey Grey Houlihan, “Attachment at Adoption and Three Months” 
 
2008 Melody Stewart, “An outcomes study of juvenile diversion programs on non-serious 

delinquent and status offenders” 
 
2007 David Chenot, “Organizational culture and retention in public child welfare services” 
 
2006 Curtis Proctor, “Behavioral indicators as attachment difficulties in children Adopted From 

Romania” 
 
2004 Colleen Friend, “Helping public child welfare workers learn interviewing skills” 
 
2001 Scott Ryan, “Caregivers of children infected and/or affected by HIV/AIDS” 
 
1999 C. Joan Heifner, “An identification of the capacity for institution building within the civil 

society sector of Romania” 
 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE EXPERIENCE 
 
2007-current         Private Practice (Adoption PARTNERS, LLC) 
 
1988-1992 Four Oaks, 5400 Kirkwood Blvd, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
 

Contract staff (10% time):  Administrative duties included grant development, 
program development and program evaluation.  Clinical duties included group 
and family therapy for latency age children in residential treatment, and for 
adolescent sex offenders. 
 

1985-1988 Lodestar Center, 101 W. Main, Moore, Oklahoma 73160 
 

Adolescent Program Coordinator (3/4 time):  Administrative duties include 
supervision of clinical staff and Practicum students, program development, 
training and coordination of services.  Clinical duties include individual, group, 
family and multi-family therapy. 

 
1984-1985 Project Adopt 
       1613 N. Broadway, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103 
 

Supervision counselor (contract work):  Duties included supervision of families 
adopting special needs children and completion of home studies for potential 
adopting families. 

 
1982-1984 Hope Community Services, Inc. 
        4500 S. May, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 

Substance Abuse Counselor:  Administrative duties included program planning 

https://etd.ohiolink.edu/!etd.send_file?accession=case1215365411&disposition=inline
https://etd.ohiolink.edu/!etd.send_file?accession=case1215365411&disposition=inline
http://msass.case.edu/downloads/vgroza/diss02full.pdf
http://msass.case.edu/downloads/vgroza/diss02full.pdf
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and development, community outreach, and public relations.  Clinical duties 



! #&!

REVIEWER Family Relations, 1997-2003 
REVIEWER Global Social Welfare, 2015 
REVIEWER Journal of Applied Social Sciences, 1993-2001 
REVIEWER               Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology, 2012 
REVIEWER Journal of Community Practice, 2006 
REVIEWER Journal of Immigrant Health, 2005 
REVIEWER Nonprofit Management and Leadership, 2005 
REVIEWER               Pediatric Psychology, 2009 
REVIEWER 
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6,"issue_id":231440,"numpages":""} (subscription required).  
 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEVxwLsINUb18AisVXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTE0a2tucTU1BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMjYEY29sbwNiZjEEdnRpZANWSVA1MzFfMQ--/RV=2/RE=1417945228/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2fwww.midwestbookreview.com%2frbw%2fdec_14.htm/RK=0/RS=v34htWjV_QddH6wOzakVX0SgXL4-
http://www.midwestbookreview.com/rbw/dec_14.htm#rc
http://bookviewsbyalancaruba.blogspot.com/2014/12/bookviews-december-2014.html
http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-88282-482-6
http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-88282-482-6
http://www.parents.com/blogs/parents-perspective/tag/stephanie-bosco-ruggiero/
http://bookviewsbyalancaruba.blogspot.com/2014/12/bookviews-december-2014.html
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Readings: A Journal of Reviews and Commentary in Mental Health (March 1997). 
 
 
MEDIA REPORTS 
!
Writers encourage adoption of older children in book, 
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/somerset-county/2015/01/18/book-promotes

http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/somerset-county/2015/01/18/book-promotes-adopting-older-children/21822107/
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/somerset-county/2015/01/18/book-promotes-adopting-older-children/21822107/
http://thestir.cafemom.com/baby/179525/open_adoption_friends_birth_mom
http://thestir.cafemom.com/baby/179525/open_adoption_friends_birth_mom?utm_medium=sm&utm_source=rss&utm_content=baby_rssfeed
http://thestir.cafemom.com/baby/179525/open_adoption_friends_birth_mom?utm_medium=sm&utm_source=rss&utm_content=baby_rssfeed
http://dailynightly.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/09/10/20425911-qa-addressing-abuses-in-private-re-homings
http://dailynightly.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/09/10/20425911-qa-addressing-abuses-in-private-re-homings
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/10/child-welfare_panel_says_cuyah.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/10/child-welfare_panel_says_cuyah.html
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What's the 

http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/20030706brokenadoptionsreg2p2.asp
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/20030706brokenadoptionsreg2p2.asp
http://iparentingadoption.com/resources/articles/newlyadopted.htm
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Most adopted Romanian youths doing well in U. S., study finds.  (August 5, 1995).  The Virginian-
Pilot and Ledger-Star. 
 
When love can’t conquer all.  (May 28, 1995).  The Atlanta Journal/The Atlanta Constitution. 
 
Children bear legacy of bias, neglect.  (May 1, 1995).  The Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
 
Groze airs Romanian orphan situation on national TV.  (March, 1995).  CWRU Campus News. 
 
Florence native on national TV: News program looks at Romanian adoptions.  (March 29, 1995).  
The Burlington County Times. 
 
CBS video crew to visit CWRU.  (January 26, 1995).  The Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
 
MSASS students aid Romanians.  (December 15, 1994).  CWRU Campus News. 
 
Spirit inspires social workers.  (September 4, 1994).  The Morning Journal. 
 
Bridges to Eastern Europe: Case Western Reserve University sets up an extensive array of programs 
in the region.  (June 1, 1994).  The Chronicle of Higher Education. 
 
Special-needs adoptions require special attention.  (March 3, 1994).  CWRU Campus News. 
 
International LINK.  (1994). CWRU Campus News. 
 
Special Success.  (February, 1994).  CWRU Alumni Magazine. 
 
UI social workers help Romanian kids.  (March 9, 1993).  The Daily Iowan. 
 
First Book Published.  (June 25, 1992).  Burlington County Register News. 
 
UI team to help Romanian children.  (May 1, 1992).  The Daily Iowan. 
 
Adopted kids adopt to families: Study.  (December 22, 1991).  The Cedar Rapids Gazette. 
 
Romanian children.  (December 7, 1991).  Iowa City Press Citizen. 
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