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Current Positions 

2010 Distinguished University Professor 

 Case Western Reserve University 
 

1983 The Ralph S. and Dorothy P. Schmitt Professor 

The Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences 

Case Western Reserve University 
 

1994 Professor of Global Health 

School of Medicine 

Case Western Reserve University 
 

Professional Experience 

1989-94 Chairperson, Ph.D. in Social Welfare Program 

Case Western Reserve University 
 

1986-89 President, Council on Social Work Education 
 

1985-87 Editor-in-Chief, International Social Work Journal 
 

1974-83 Dean and Professor, School of Applied Social Sciences, 

Case Western Reserve University 
 

1968-74 Director and Professor, School of Social Work 

Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan 

 

Education 

1977 Certificate in Educational Management 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
 

1969 
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International Appointments 

2012-14 Visiting Professor 

 Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China 
 

2000-14 United Nations N.G.O. Representative for the Intern
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Teaching 

Doctoral Seminars: Gerontological Research 

International Social Welfare 

Learning Theories and Teaching Strategies 

Seminar on Social Work Education 

Social Policy Development and Analysis 

 

Dissertation Advisor and Post-Doctoral Mentor 

 

Graduate Courses: Social Policy 

Historical and Philosophical Perspectives on Social Welfare 

Aging Policy and Service Delivery 

The Profession and Contemporary Society 

International Social Work 

 

Undergraduate  Community Analysis 

Courses: Intergroup Relations 

Social Welfare Institutions 

Theories of Delinquency Causation 

 

Continuing Faculty Development Seminars on Educational Theory and Methodology 

Education: Workshops on Curriculum Development 

Seminars on the Welfare State and Comparative Social Policy 

Seminar on Caring for Older People 

Research 

   Comparative Study of Long-term Care Policy in the Netherlands, Scandinavia, 

      and the U.S.A. 

Principal  Innovative Education in Aging 

Investigator: Retirement Patterns and Pension Policy in Post Industrial Nations 

 Community Services and Home Care for Older People 

    Comparative Study of Social Work Education 

Linking Health Care and Social Services: International Perspectives 

New Models of Caregiver Support: British Initiatives 

 

Participant: Best Practice Services for the Blind 

Community Planning for the Elderly 

Economic Development and Intergenerational Relations in the Tibet 

   Autonomous Regions of China 

Evaluation of International Exchange Programs 

Evaluation Studies for Community Health and County Welfare Programs 
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Consultation and Program Evaluation 

Advisor to United Kingdom Higher Education Funding Councils 

 

International Advisory Board, Built Infrastructure for Older People Under Conditions of Climate 

Change Project, Durham University, England 

 

Consultant for the development of Social Work Education in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and the 

Philippines 

 

External Examiner, University of the West Indies 

 

International Program Consultant for Lighthouse International 

 

Higher education Ph.D. program evaluator for State of Texas and Province of Ontario 

 

Proposal reviewer for National Institute of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse and National Institute 

of Mental Health 

 

Review Committee on proposals for Home and Community Based Care Proposal in Central and 

Eastern Europe – The Open Society Institute 

 

Senior Fulbright Application reviewer for Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board 

 

Accreditation reviewer and site visit chair for Council on Social Work Education 

 

Program development and evaluation consultant for 16 universities in the United States and other 
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Publications 
 

Books 

Teaching Human Rights: Curriculum Resources for Social Work Educators.  Edt. with Lynne 

Healy and Uma A. Segal.  Alexandria, VA: Council on Social Work Education, 2013.  

 

SAGE Handbook on International Social Work.  Edt. with Karen Lyons, Manohar Pawar, and 

Nathalie Huegler.  London: SAGE Publications, Ltd., 2012.  

 

Lessons from Abroad: Adapting International Social Welfare Innovations.  Edt. with James 

Midgley.  Washington: NASW Press, 2004.  

 

Models of International Collaboration in Social Work Education.  Edt. with Lynne Healy and 

Yvonne Asamoah.  Alexandria, VA: Council on Social Work Education, 2003. 

 

Issues in International Social Work: Global Challenges for a New Century.  Edt. with James 

Midgley.  Washington, DC: NASW Press, 1997. 

 

Profiles in International Social Work.  Edt. with S.K. Khinduka and James Midgley. 

Washington, DC: NASW Press, 1992. 

 

Gerontological Social Work: International Perspectives.  Edt. with Katherine A. Kendall, New 

York: Haworth Press, 1988. 

 

Linking Health and Social Services: International Perspectives.  Edt. with Roger A. Ritvo.  

Beverly Hills, California: SAGE Publications, 1982. 

 

Participation in Teaching and Learning: An Idea Book for Social Work Educators, with Barry 

D. Rigby.  New York and Vienna: International Association of Schools of Social Work, 1977. 

 

Journal Editorship 

Journal of International Social Work - Editor-in-Chief (1985-87), Editorial Board. 

(1987-2002). 

 

Journal of Applied Social Sciences - Co-editor of Special Issue entitled “International Social 

Development and Social Work,” Volume 21, No. 1 (Fall/Winter 1996). 

 

Journal of International Ageing - Co-Editor of Special Issue entitled “The Forgotten 

Generations of Central and Eastern Europe,” Volume XVI, No. 3 (September 1994). 

 

Journal of Social Policy and Administration - Co-Editor of Special Issue entitled “Social 

Welfare Policy: Developments and Directions in North America,” Volume 28, No. 2 (June 

1994). 

 

Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare - Co-Editor of Special Issue entitled “Mental Health 

Services: An International Perspective,” Volume XVIII, No. 2 (June 1991). 

 

Journal of Gerontological Social Work - Co-Editor of Special Issue on International 

Perspectives (1988). 
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Helping the Elderly to Manage at Home in Norway.  Perspective on Aging (Nov/Dec. 1991).   

 

Old Age Care in Sweden: Policy Directions and Program Limitations, with Mats Thorslund.  

Perspective on Aging. (Jul/Aug and Sept/Oct. 1991). 

 

Social Work Education in the United States: Trends and Issues for the 1990's.  Esely: 

Hungarian Journal of Social Policy.  91/1 (June 1991). 

 

Mental Health Services: An International Perspective, with Thomas R. Holmes.  Journal of 

Sociology and Social Welfare.  Vol. XVII, No. 2 (June 1991). 

 

Current Trends in Social Work Education: Their Application to the Caribbean.  Contemporary 

Social Work Education: A Caribbean Orientation.  University of the West Indies: Summary 

Proceedings of Social Work Symposium (May 1991). 

 

Swedish Policy Initiatives to Support Family Caregiving for the Elderly, with Lennarth 

Johansson.  Ageing International.  Vol. XVI, No. 1 (June 1990). 
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Social Realities and Social Work Education in a Post Industrial Society: Report of the United 

States Task Force, in Social Realities and the Social Work Response.  New York: International 

Association of Schools of Social Work, 1977. 

 

Evaluation of The Council of International Programs: r711l2Real Edu45[m721.edsponse
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“Philanthropy for the Social Services and Social Work Education.”  Plenary Address: 

International Conference on the Third Sector and Public Governance in Greater China.  

University of Hong Kong (March, 2012). 

 

“Applying Human Rights Concepts and Examples in the Social Work Curriculum.”  Council on 

Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting.  Atlanta, Georgia (October, 2011). 

 

“The United Nations Human Rights Conventions: Wha



Curriculum Vitae  Merl C. Hokenstad / Page 14 

 

“The United Nations System and the Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative 

Status.”  Global Social Work Conference Plenary Session.  Fordham University, New York City 

(April, 2009). 

 

“Social Integration for Displaced Persons: The Social Work Role.”  Non-Governmental 

Organization Workshop.  United Nations Commission on Social Development.  United Nations 

Headquarters, New York City (February, 2009). 

 

“Innovations in Programs for Older People: Opportunities for Cleveland.”  Cleveland United 

Way (November, 2008). 

 

“Long Term Care in the Netherlands: A Model for the United States – 9
th

 Global Conference on 

Aging.”  Montreal, Canada (September, 2008). 

 

“Older Persons in an Aging World: Changing Images and New Roles.”  Mandel School of 

Applied Social Sciences Distinguished Contributor Series (July, 2008). 

 

“Globalization and Human Rights:  Challenges for Social Work.”  International Program, 

Hogeschool Utrecht.  Utrecht, The Netherlands (March, 2008). 

 

“Issues for Social Work Education in the 21
st
 Century.”  Kempen University College, Geel, 

Belgium (March, 2008). 

 

“Social Work’s Role in Human Rights.”  European Institute of Comparative Social Studies.  

Maastricht, The Netherlands (February, 2008) 

 

“Human Rights and International Organizations.”  Comparative European Social Research and 

Theory Centre.  Maastrict, The Netherlands (January, 2008). 

 

“Realities of Global Interdependence:  What Role for Social Work.”  27
th

 Council of 

International Fellowship Conference, Cleveland, Ohio (July, 2007). 

 

“Incorporating international innovations into gerontological education.”  International 

Association of Homes and Services for the Aging Conference, St. Julians, Malta (June, 2007). 

 

“The theory and practice of lifelong learning: Implications for gerontological social work.” 50
th

 

Anniversary Forum: Wurzweiller School of Social Work, Yeshiva University.  New York City 

(May, 2007). 

 

“Disaster planning and management:  New responsibilities for social work education.”  

International Seminar on Disaster Relief and Recovery.  Barbados, West Indies (January, 2007). 

 

“Social work roles in disaster relief and recovery.  An international opportunity for social work 

education.”  33
rd

 World Congress of Schools of Social Work, Santiago, Chile (September 2006). 

“Innovations in Elder Care:  European Models.”  International Federation on Ageing Global 

Conference.  Copenhagen, Denmark (June, 2006). 

 

“Global Aging and Social Justice:  A Challenge for Social Work.”  Social Work and Social 

Policy Workshop.  Dubrovnik, Croatia (June, 2006). 
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“Poverty and Disaster Relief:  The Social Work Role.”  United Nations Commission on Social 

Development Non-Governmental Organizations.  U.N. Headquarters, New York City (February, 

2006). 

 

“Modern Day Slavery:  A Challenge for Social Work Education and Practice.”  Council on 

Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting, New York City (February, 2006). 

 

“Disaster Relief and Management:  Social Work Learns from International Experience.”  

Council on Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting, New York City (February, 2006). 

 

“Innovations in Elder Care:  A Look at National and International Models and Perspectives.”  

University of Alaska: Alaska Geriatric Education Center, Anchorage, Alaska (November
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“The Madrid International Plan of Acting on Aging:  Where Are We Now?”  American Society 

on Aging and national Council on Aging 2004 Joint Conference.  San Francisco, CA (April, 

2004). 

 

“Models of International Collaboration in Social Work Education,” Meet the Authors Session, 

Council on Social Work Education, Annual Program Meeting.  Anaheim, CA (February, 2004). 

 

“Internationalizing the Curriculum:  Models of Integration Emphasizing Social Policy, Diversity 

and Oppression.”  Curriculum Workshop.  Council on Social Work Education, Annual Program 

Meeting.  Anaheim, CA (March, 2004). 
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Social Work in a Global Society: Challenges and Opportunities.  International Symposium.  

Fontys Hogescholen, Eindhoven, The Netherlands (February 1998). 

 

Home Care in Sweden: Initiatives in Case Management and Caregiver Support.  World 

Congress on Home Care and Hospice.  Boston, Massachusetts (October 1997). 

 

Community Resources and the Continuum of Care.  Workshop in Home and Community Care in 

Central and Eastern Europe.  Budapest, Hungary (May 1997). 

 

Remapping the Agenda for an Aging America: Ideas from Abroad.  National Council on the 

Aging-Annual Conference.  Chicago, Illinois (March 1997). 

 

Global Interdependence: Challenges for Social Work.  Council on Social Work Education-

Annual Program Meeting. Chicago, Illinois (March 1997). 

 

Community and Diversity in International Social Work.  Costa Rican Association of Social 

Workers. San Jose, Costa Rica (February 1997). 

 

Home and Community-Based Care in Transitional Societies: An Interdisciplinary Training 

Model.  Association for Gerontology in Higher Education.  Boston, Massachusetts 

(February 1997). 

 

Community-Based Caregiver Support Programs: British Initiatives. International Conference on 

Long-Term Care Management.  American Society in Aging. San Diego, California 

(December 1996). 

 

Social Work Education in an Era of Global Interdependence: Challenges for Doctoral 

Education.  University of the Philippines.  Manila, Philippines (July 1996). 

 

Social Work Roles in Support of Family Caregivers: Implications for Social Work Education.  

International Association of Schools of Social Work.   Hong Kong (July 1996). 

 

Creating Bridges with Colleagues Abroad: Opportunities for Collaboration in Eastern Europe.  

National Council on Aging - Annual Conference.  Washington, DC (April 1996). 

 

Professional Associations in a Civil Society.  Keynote Address.  Hungarian Association of Social 

Professions.  Budapest, Hungary.  (April 1996). 

 

Realities of Global Interdependence: What Role for Social Work?  National Association of 

Social Workers - Ohio State Conference.  Dayton, Ohio.  (March 1996). 

 

Models of Caregiver Support at Home and Abroad.  Ohio Association of Area Agencies on 

Aging, Annual Conference.  Columbus, Ohio.  (October 1995). 

Global Interdependence: Challenges for Social Work in a New Century.  European Tempus 

Program Educators Workshop.  Budapest, Hungary (April 1995). 

 

Models of Caregiver Support: Policy Challenges and Program Initiatives. Ohio Association of 

Area Agencies on Aging, Columbus, Ohio (March 1995). 
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Training for Empowerment: British Examples (with Gerald Smale).  Council on Social Work 

Education, Annual Program Meeting, San Diego, California (March 1995). 

 

International Social Work: Opportunities for Collaboration.  Ministry of Civil Affairs, Beijing, 

Peoples Republic of China (August 1994). 

 

Global Issues for Social Work Education, Today and Tomorrow.  International Association of 

Schools of Social Work Congress, Amsterdam, Netherlands (July 1994). 

 

Realities of Global Interdependence: What Role for Social Work.  University of Canterbury, 

Christchurch, New Zealand.  (March 1994). 

 

Health Care Reform in the United States: Strategies and Obstacles.  University of Hull, 
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Organizational and Professional Strategies for Health and Social Service Linkage.  University 

of Glasgow, Glasgow, Scotland, (May 1989). 
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International Social Work: Education and Practice.  
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Educational Quality and Curriculum Development: New Directions for Social Work Education. 

Norwegian School of Social Work and Public Administration. Oslo, Norway, (May 1984). 

 

Coordination and Cooperation in the Health and Social Service Sectors.  Nordic School of 

Public Health.  Gothenberg, Sweden, (May 1984). 

 

Personal Social Services: Principles and Program Innovations.  Stockholm University, 

Stockholm, Sweden, (May 1984). 

 

Securing Financial Resources for Social Work Education.  Council on Social Work Education: 

Annual Program Meeting, Detroit. Michigan, (March 1984). 

 

Public Policy Strategies for Full Employment.  Conference on Unemployment, Human Services 

and Social Policy.  Middleburg Heights, Ohio (March 1984). 

 

Health Care and Social Service Linkages: Obstacles and Strategies.  University of Victoria, 

Victoria, Canada (February 1984). 

 

Current Concerns in Social Work Education: International Comparisons.  University of British 

Columbia, Vancouver, Canada, (February 1984). 

 

Gerontology Curriculum for Human Service Students.  Extra-Mural Studies.  The University of 

London, London, England, (January 1984). 

 

Social Work Education in the United States and the Nordic Countries: Cross National 

Comparisons.  Nordic Educators Conference.  Ammarnas, Sweden, (August 1983). 

 

Technology Transfer in the Human Services.  The College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio 

(May 1983). 

 

International Social Welfare: Examples and Implications for the USA.  University of Evansville, 

Evansville, Indiana, (March 1983). 

 

Approaches to Meeting Human Needs in India and The Peoples Republic of China.  School of 

Applied Social Sciences International Forum.  Cleveland, Ohio, (March 1983). 

 

Social Policy and Technology Transfer.  Northern California Chapter, National Association of 

Social Workers, San Francisco, California, (March 1983). 

 

Curriculum Designs for the 1980's. Council on Social Work Education: Annual Program 

Meeting.  Fort Worth, Texas, (March 1983). 

 

Comparative Perspectives on Education for the Human Services.  The University of Madras, 

Madras, India.  (January 1983). 

 

Current Trends in Urban and Rural Development Jayaprakash Institute of Social Change, 

Calcutta.  India (January 1983). 

 

Innovations in the Social Work Curriculum.  University of Delhi, Delhi, India.  (January 1983). 
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Social Service Delivery Systems: A Framework of Problem Areas and Linkage Strategies. 

National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development.  New Delhi, India.  

(January 1983). 

 

Social Indicators in a Comparative Perspective: Implications for Social Policy.  College of 

Social Work, Uni
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Social Work Education in Great Britain and the United States: A Comparative Analysis.  

Council on Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting, Los Angeles, California, 

(March 1980). 

 

Trends and Issues for Social Work Education in the United States.  Conseil Suisse des Ecoles de 

Service Social, Zurich, Switzerland, (December 1979). 

 

Attitudes Towards Welfare: A Comparative Look at Sweden and the United States.  University of 

Stockholm-School of Public Administration and Social Work.  Stockholm, Sweden, 

(December 1978). 

 

The Future of Social Services: Trends and Predictions.  Miami University Career Day.  Oxford, 

Ohio, (November 1978). 

 

Human Services in America and Sweden: The Quest for a Caring Society. Augustana College 

Founders Day.  Sioux Falls, South Dakota, (October 1978). 
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Social Policy and Planning: Components of the Social Work Curriculum.  XII International 

Congress of Schools of Social Work.  Nairobi, Kenya, (July 1974). 

 

International Perspectives on Social Work Education.  Council of International Programs 
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National Council on The Aging 
Board of Directors (1991-



Curriculum Vitae  Merl C. Hokenstad / Page 29 

 

Office of Human Development Services, Department of Health and Human Services – Review 

Panel for Discretionary Grant Program (1986) 

 

National Institute of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse – Alcohol Training Review Committee 

(1974-78)
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Cleveland-Volgograd Sister Cities Program Medical Task Force (1995-98) 

 

Community Information/Volunteer Action Center 

Vice President (1986-88) 

Board of Trustees (1982-88) 

Chairman, Computer Committee (1983-84) 

Chairman, Leadership Development Committee (1984-86) 

Chairman, Committee on Unmet Community Needs (1986-88) 

 

Cuyahoga County 

Department of Adult and Senior Services Advisory Committee (1998-2000) 

 Chair (2000-2003); Vice Chair (1999-2000) 

Office on Aging Matrix Committee (1994-95) 

Advisory Committee to County Commissioners (1979) 

Advisory Committee for Regional Center on Alcoholism (1980-82) 

Advisory Committee for Senior Services (1991-92) 

 

Federation for Community Planning 

County Budget Committee (1991-92) 

Co-Chairperson, Task Force on Intergenerational Programs (1992-93) 

Chairperson, Task Force on Caregiver Support Programs (1994-95) 

Northeast Ohio Long Term Care Network (1990-93) 

 

Retired Senior Volunteer Program Greater Cleveland Advisory Council (1993-95) 

 

Western Reserve Geriatric Education Center Executive Committee (1992-99) 

 

Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging 

 Board of Directors (2004-2008) 

 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Kalamazoo County Community Mental Health Services Board 

Chairman (1971) 

Vice Chairman (1972) 

Program Committee Chairman (1973) 

 

Kalamazoo United Way 

Board of Directors (1968-72) 
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National Association of Social Workers Professional Symposium 

1993 Workshop on Social Work with Immigrants from the Caribbean (Chairperson) 

 

1989 Workshop on Practitioner Demand for Postmasters Education (Panel Member) 

 

1988 Workshop on Linkages Between Practice and Education (Panel Member) 

 

1985 International Institute (Leader) 

 

1982 International Symposium (Panel Member) 

 

National Conference on Social Welfare Annual Forum 

1980 107
th

 Annual Forum, International Exchange Programs for Social Workers 

and Social Work Educators (Chairman) 


