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Post-doctoral NIHM Fellow. Research Training Program in Mental Health. Duke University 
Medical School. 1977-1979.
Doctor of Philosophy.  The University of Colorado at Boulder (Social Psychology). 1976.
Pre-doctoral NIHM Fellow.  The University of Colorado at Boulder (Social Psychology). 
1970-1971.
Bachelor of Arts.  Lindenwood College (Psychology/English). 1968.
President’s Scholar.  Lindenwood College. 1965-1967.
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Emerita Professor.  Case Western Reserve University. Appointed December, 2008.

Sabbatical. University of Chicago: School of Social Service Administration and Chapin Hall 
Center for Children. Fall 2007/Winter 2008; University of Denver, Graduate School of 
Social Work. Spring 2008.

Faculty Associate. Schubert Center for Child Studies. Case Western Reserve University. 
Appointed January, 2007.

Professor of Social Work.  Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences. Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences, Case Western Reserve University. Cleveland, Ohio. 2003.  
(Promoted 7/1/03)

Professor of Psychology. Secondary appointment. Department of Psychology, Case Western 
Reserve University. Cleveland, Ohio. [Promoted 4/19/04].  

Associate Professor of Social Work . Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences, Case 
Western Reserve University. Cleveland, Ohio. 1991-2003.  Awarded tenure 7/1/95.

Co-Director, Cuyahoga County Community Mental Health Research Institute.  Mandel 
School of Applied Social Sciences, Case Western Reserve University. Cleveland, Ohio. 
1994-1996.

Director of Research. Bellefaire/Jewish Children's Bureau. Cleveland, Ohio. 1983-1991.

Senior Research Associate. InterAmerica Research Associates, Inc. Roslyn, Virginia. 1981- 
1982.

Instructor. Department of Psychology, Colorado College. Colorado Springs, Colorado. 1976-
1977.

Research Associate. Adams County Mental Health Center. Commerce City, Colorado. 1974- 
1975.
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Researcher. Educational Technology Demonstration Project, Education Commission of the 
States. Denver, Colorado. 1973.

Teaching Assistant.  Department of Psychology, University of Colorado. Boulder, Colorado. 
1972 (1974, 1975).

Research Assistant. Department of Psychology, University of Colorado. Boulder, Colorado.
1971-1972.
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Recipient.  Case Western Reserve University Mather Spotlight Series Prize for Women’s 
       Scholarship for $200.  9/26/08.

Scholar



Co-Investigator.  Therapeutic Foster Care in a System of Care. National Institute of Mental 
Health 
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Social Service Review (External Review Board) (2001-present)
Social Work Research  (1994 - 1998)
The American Journal of Orthopsychiatry (Contributing Editor) (1995 - 2003)
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The British Journal of Social Work (2010-present)
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Oxford University Press, Evidence-based Practice Series, 2006.
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*A star throughout refers to publications or book chapters I was invited to write; to 
organizational roles I was requested to adopt; or to awards that I received.
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�����)��*�(2011).��A narrative analysis of one mother’s story of child custody loss and regain. 
In K. Wells & M. O. Marcenko (Eds.), Special issue of Children and Youth Services 
Review: Biological Mothers of Children in Foster Care: New Directions for Theory, 
Research, and Practice, 33(3), 439-447.
 

�����)��*)�& Marcenko, M. O. (2011). Introduction to the special issue:  Mothers of children in 
foster care. In K. Wells & M. O. Marcenko (Eds.), Special issue of Children and Youth 
Services Review:  Biological Mothers of Children in Foster Care: New Directions for 
Theory, Research and Practice, 33(3), 419-423.

�����)��., & Littell, J. (2009).  Systematic reviews of research on intervention effects.  
Research on Social Work Practice, 19(1), 52-62.

+�����)��*�(2006).  Child protection and welfare reform.  Child Abuse and Neglect, 30 (11), 
1175- 1179.

�����)��., & Guo, S. (2006). Welfare reform and child welfare outcomes: A multi-cohort
       study.  Children and Youth Services Review, 28, 941-960.

�����)��., & Shafran, R. (2005). Obstacles to employment among mothers with children 
       in foster care. Child Welfare, 84(1), 67-96.

+�����)��., & Guo, S. (2004).  Reunification of foster children before and after welfare reform. 
Social Service Review, 78(1), 1-22.  
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�����)��., Farmer, E.Z., Richards, J., & Burns, B. (2004).  The experience of being a treatment 
foster mother.  Qualitative Social Work: Research and Practice, 3(2), 117-138.

Guo, S., & �����)��. (2003).  Research on timing of foster care outcomes:  One methodological 
problem and approaches to its solution.  Social Service Review, 77(11), 1-24. 

�����)��., & Guo, S. (2003).  Mothers' welfare and work income and reunification with children 
in foster care.  Children and Youth Services Review, 25 (3), 203-224.

Freer, R., & �����)��. (1999).  Coordination of family preservation services in a rural county: A 
case 

study.  Family Preservation Journal, 4(2), 53-74.

�����)��., & Guo, S.  (1999).  Reunification and reentry of foster children.  Children and Youth  
Services Review, 21(4), 273-294.

 
�����)��., & Tracy, E.  (1996).  Reorienting intensive family preservation services in relation to  

public child welfare practice.  Child Welfare, 75(6), 667-692.

+�����)��.  (1995).  The strategy of grounded theory:  Possibilities and problems.  Social Work 
Research, 19(1), 33-37.

�����)��. (1994). A reorientation to knowledge development in family preservation services: A 
proposal. Child Welfare, 73(5), 475-488.

�����)��., & Freer, R. (1994).  Reading between the lines: The case for qualitative research in 
intensive family preservation services.  Children and Youth Services Review, 16 (5), 399-

415.

�����)��., & D'Angelo, L. (1994). Specialized foster care:  Voices from the field.  Social Service 
Review, 68(1), 127-144. (Reprinted see Conference Proceedings below).

�����)��. (1993).  Residential treatment as long-term treatment:  An examination of some of 
the 

issues.  In K. Wells (Ed.), Special issue of Children and Youth Services Review, 15(3), 
165- 171. 

�����)��., & Whittington, D. (1993).  Characteristics of youths referred to residential treatment: 
Implications for program design. In �*������ (Ed.), Special issue of Children and Youth   
Services Review  , 15  (3), 195-217.

�����)��., & Whittington, D. (1993).  Child and family functioning after intensive family 
preservation services.  Social Service Review, 67(1), 55-83.

�����)��., & Biegel, D. (1992).  Intensive family preservation services research:  Current status 
and 

future agenda.  Social Work Research and Abstracts, 28(1), 21-27.

�����)��.  (1991).  Eagerly awaiting a home.  Severely emotionally disturbed youths lost in our  
systems of care:  A personal reflection.  



Special section, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 61(3), 324-326.
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�����)��*�(2011). Narrative inquiry.  Oxford University Press.

�����)��., & Biegel, D. (Eds.).  (1991). Family preservation programs: Research and evaluation. 
Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.
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+�����)��.  (2000).  Translating research into mental health policy and practice.  In D. Drotar 
(Ed.), Handbook of research methods/issues in pediatric and clinical child psychology 
(pp. 531-544). New York: Plenum.

�����)��.  (1998).  Introduction to qualitative research methods.  In D. Burnette (Ed.), Teaching 
qualitative research: a compendium of model syllabi (pp. 5-10).  Alexandria, VA: Council 

on Social Work Education. 

+�����)� �.  (1995).  Family preservation services in context:  Origins, practices and current 
issues. 

In I. Schwartz & P. AuClaire (Eds.), Home-based services for troubled children (pp. 1-28). 
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press.

�����)��., & Biegel, D.  (1991).  Conclusion.  In �*������ & D. Biegel (Eds.), Family preservation 
services: Research and evaluation (pp. 241-250).  Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

Biegel, D., & 





*Wells, K. (2008, May).  Narrative inquiry and social work. Invited presentation at the 
Graduate School of Social Work, University of Denver. Denver, Colorado.

Wells, K. (2008, May).  Critique, imagination, responsibility and social change. Paper presented 
at the Fourth International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, University of Illinois, Urbana-

Champaign.  

Jensen, J., & Wells, K. [2008, April].  Fit, mobility, adaptability, and luck: Reflections on the 
course of academic careers.  Invited presentation at the University of Denver Graduate 
School of Social Work Doctoral Program Symposium, Denver, CO.

*Wells, K. (2007, December).  The experience of custody loss: Preliminary narrative analysis of 
one mother’s report. Invited presentation at the Chapin Hall Center for Children at the 

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL.

*Wells, K. (2007, November).  Narrative research: Theory, method, use in social work. Invited 
presentation at the School of Social Service Administration, University of 

Chicago, Chicago, IL.

Wells, K., Gilgun, J., & Staller, K. (2008, January).  Narrative means for social work ends.  
Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Social Work and Research, 
Washington, DC.

Wells, K., & Littell, J. (2005, February).  Assessment of study quality.  In J. Littell (Chair), 
Methods of research synthesis: Providing credible evidence for practice and for 
policy.  Symposium conducted at the meeting of the Fifth Annual Campbell 
Collaboration Colloquium, Supply and Demand for Evidence, Lisbon, Portugal.

*Wells, K. [2005, February].  Mothers under siege: Reflections on research, policy, and practice
with mothers with children in foster care.  Invited presentation at the Schubert Center 

for 
Child Development, Case Conversations on Children in Research and Policy, Case 

Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio.

Wells, K., & Littell, J. (2005, January).  Assessment of study quality.  In J. H. Littell & K. Wells 
(Co-Chairs), Methods of research synthesis: Providing credible evidence for practice and 

for policy.  Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the Society for Social Work and 
Research, Miami, Florida.

*Wells, K., & Shafran, R. (2003, November).  Mental health needs of biological mothers of  
children

in foster care.  Invited presentation at the Ohio Department of Mental Health Research 
Results Briefing 2003, Columbus, Ohio.

*Wells, K., & Shafran, R. (2003, September).  Barriers to employment among biological mothers 
of children in foster care.  Invited presentation at the annual meeting of the Public 

Children 
Services Association of Ohio, Columbus, OH.

*Wells, K. (2003, August).  Reunification of foster children before and after welfare reform. 
Invited

presentation at the Community Partnership Meeting, Cleveland, OH.
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*Wells, K., Guo, S., Shafran, R., & Pearlmutter, S. (2003, March).  Deterioration of child welfare
families under conditions of welfare reform.  Invited presentation presented at the Joint 
Center for Poverty Research Conference, Child welfare services research and its policy 
implications, Washington, DC.

Wells, K., & Shafran, R. (2003, January).  Mothers’ low incomes delays reunification with their 
children in foster care.  Paper presented at the meeting of the annual meeting of the 

Society for Social Work and Research, Washington, DC.

Farmer, E., Wells, K., Burns, B., & Richards, J. (2002, March).  In their own words:  Treatment
foster mothers’ experience.  Paper presented at the meeting of the Research and 

Training 



Cuyahoga County, OH.  Paper presented at the meeting of the National Association for 
Welfare Research and Statistics Conference, Cleveland, OH.

Wells, K.  (1996, February).  Clinicians view deinstitutionalization of the child mental health 
system.  Paper presented at the meeting of the Research and Training Center for 

Children’s Mental Health Research Conference, A system of care for children’s 
mental health: Expanding the research base, Tampa, FL.

Wells, K., Cole, B., & Johnsen, J.  (1995, March).  Development of university-public mental 
health 

agency research institute



Wells, K.  (1989, August).  Residential treatment follow-up research:  Some conceptual issues. 
In S. 

Pfeiffer (Chair



presented at the Fifth Biennial Conference on Human Development, Atlanta, GA.

Fishman, D., & Wells, K.  (1975, August).  Classical experimental design: Its usefulness in 
program 

evaluation. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association, 
New York, NY.
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Case Western Reserve University 
Invited or Elected Participation:
CWRU Academic Strategic Plan Steering Committee, 2006-2007
Faculty Senate Executive Committee Member, 2006-2007
Faculty Senator, 2006-2009
President's Advisory Committee for Promotion and Tenure Review, 2004-2005
CWRU Strategic Academic Planning Initiative (2004-2010), 2004-2005



Cuyahoga County Mental Health Research Institute Co-Director.  1994-1997. 
Socio-behavioral Theory Course Sequence Coordinator. 1994–1997.
Faculty Senate Representative.  1992-1997.
Faculty Search Committee. 1995.
Curriculum Committee. 1992–1994.
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