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6LQFH WKH FUHDWLRQ RI WKH LUW IXYHQLOH FRXUW LQ WKH 8QUIHG 6WDWHV KDV JRQH WKURXJIK F\FIHV RI
KRZ LW WUHDW FKLUGUHQ ZKR FRP P FULPLQDI R HQVHV IURP PRUH WHDWPHQW RUHQWHG WR PRUH SXQUILYH
GHSHQGLQJ RQ WKH SRILWLFDO VHQWLPHQW DQG VRFLDI FRQGLILRQV DW WKH WLPH 2QH RI WKH PRV VLIQLLFDQW
LPSDFIWV RQ 8 6 FRXUW DSSURDFK FKWGUHQ DFFXVHG RI FRP PLILQJ FULPHV KDV EHHQ WKH LQWRGXFILRQ RI
research on adolescent development and neuroscience in the early 2000s.* 7KLV EULHI SUHVHQWV

G An overview of the juvenile justice system in the U.S. and Ohio
9 Key adolescent behavioral and cognitive developmental attributes

e How this research on adolescence has shaped law

6 How a developmental approach continues to inform law and policy impacting children and youth

LOCAL CUYAHOGA COUNTY SNAPSHOT

6 &X\DKRJD &RXQI\ DFFRXQIV IRU WKH KLIKHVI
QXPEHU RI IXYHQLH 1HIRQ\ DGIXGLFDILRQV
10) DQG \RXIK FRP PWPHQW WR IXYHQLH
FRUUHFILRQDO IDFLOMLHY \RXIIK LQ 1Q 2KIR

» The Cuyahoga County juvenile detention center
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0 7KH KDUPV RI LQFDUFHUDWLQJ \RXWK ZIWK DGXMWV DUH
VLIQLLFDQW 1.RW RQO\ GR FKLIGUHQ KDYH VLJIQLLFDQI0\
less access to treatment and educational
opportunities in adult prisons, but they are also
PRUH (LINHO\ WR EH YLRIHQWO\ YLFWLPLJHG VH[ XD\
assaulted, to commit suicide!! and more likely to
UHR HQG *2




IQWKH PLG V IXVW DV FULPLQRIRJILVIV ZHUH SUHGLFILQJ
D IXYHQLH FULPH ZDYH WKDW QHYHU PDWHULDIL]JHG IXYHQLH
FULPH UDWHV LQ WKH 8 6 DQG 2KLR SHDNHG DQG EHJDQ
GURSSLQJ WKH\ UHPDLQ 0RZ WRGD\ IQ IDFI DIWHU D KLIK RI
IXYHQLH IHIRQ\ DGIXGLFDILRQV LQ 2KIR LQ
IHIRQ\ DGIXGLFDILRQV KDYH GURSSHG WHDGL\ iR 1Q
2022. 1HYHWKHHW 2KLR (INH PRW VIDWHV VHLJHG RQ
JIKH 1DOVH TVXSHU SUHGDIIRUT QDUUDILYH DQG SDVVHG (DZV WKDW
LQFUHDVLQJON\ WUHDWHG FKWGUHQ PRUH OINH DGXMWV ([SDQGLQJ
TELQGRYHUT (DZV WKDI WUDQVIHUUHG \RXIIK FKDUJHG ZIWK PRUH
serious cases to adult court, and increasing mandatory
VHQUHQFLQJ FUWHULD DUH DPRQJ WKHVH PRUH SXQUILYH (DZV
IQGHHG W ZRX0G QRW EH XQUL0 QHDUN\  \HDUV VLQFH
WKH DGRSWRQ RI 5(&/$I0 1Q WKDW 2KLR SDVVHG D (DZ
that increased legal protections and access to treatment
IRU \RXWK EDVHG LQ SDUW RQ WKH WHHQ EUDLQ UHVHDUFK
GLVFXVVHG EHIRZ

What Developmental and Neuroscience Research Says
About the Unique Period of Adolescence

7KH PDLQ GHYHIRSPHQWD( IHDWXUH WKDW PDNHV WHHQDJHUV
GLVILQF! ITURP DGXUIV LV WKH WUDQVLHQW QDWXUH R1 WKHLU
LPPDIXUIN LQFIXGLQJ WKHLU VIO IRUPLQJ VHQVH RI LGHQILIN
DQG SHUVRQDIUN 7KLV HYR0YLQJ FKDUDFWHU RI DGROHVFHQIV DV
understood through developmental science, supports the
LQGLQJ WKDW FKLIGUHQ DUH 0HVV FX0SDE(H WKDQ DGXMWV DQG WKXV
ZDUUDQW GL HUHQWLDO SURSRUILRQDO WHDWPHQW XQGHU WKH

(DZ  7KH WKUHH DUHDV RI GHYHIRS PHQWD( UHVHDUFK WKDW
IDNHQ WRJHWKHU KDYH 0HG WR WUDQVIRUPDWLRQD0 0HJD0 DQG
SRILF\ FKDQJH IRU FKLIGUHQ DQG \RXIK DUH LQ WKH FRJQLILYH
SVAFKRVRFLD) DQG QHXURELRIRJILFD0 VFLHQFHV DV EULHN\
GHVFULEHG EHIRZ

1. Cognitive functions LQFIXGH ZRUNLQJ PHPRU\
perspective taking and logical reasoning. These
IXQFILRQV HQDEIH WHHQV IR IKLQN FULILFDO\ SIDQ DQG
PDNH PRUH LQIRUPHG GHFLVIRQV XQGHU TFRIG FRJIQLILRQT

PHDQLQJ QHXWUDI RU QRQ HPRILRQDW\ FKDUJHG
FRQGLWLRQV EXW DUH LPSDLUHG XQGHU VIUHVVIX) RU TKRW
FRJIQLILRQT VLIXDILRQV

2. Psychosocial maturity LQFIXGHY YDULRXV DVSHFIV RI VHI
regulation, including impulse control, risk assessment,
UHVIVWDQFH WR FRHUFLYH LQn,XHQFH DQG DIWHQILYHQHVV IR
WKH IXWXUH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI RQHV GHFLVLRQV &RP SDUHG
to adults, adolescents have heightened sensitivity
IR LPPHGLDWH UHZDUGV WKH\ SXW JUHDWHU YDOXH RQ
SHUFHLYHG UHZDUGV YHUVXV SRVVLEIH ULVNV  VXVFHSWLELOLIN
IR SHHU LQnXHQFH DQG VHQVLILYLIN YR HPRWLRQD0 DURXVDO
FRXSIHG ZUWK 0RZHU (HYHV RI VHOI UHJIXIDWLRQ DQG LP SX(VH
FRQWR) ZKLFK (HDGV IR LP SX0VLYH DQG VHQVDWLRQ VHHNLQJ
behaviors. Psychosocial maturity develops into late
adolescence and early adulthood.?

Neurobiological science reveals the imbalance
EHWZHHQ WKH PDWXUMN\ RI D WHHQDJHUV (LPELF VAVIHP D

VHIl RT VWXFIXUHV LQ WKH EUDLQ WKDW LQFOXGH WKH DP\JGDID
DQG GHDIV ZWK HPRILRQV PHPRULHV DQG DURXVD) DQG
WKHLWU SUHIURQUD0 FRUHL ZKLFK D HFWV H[HFXILYH IXQFILRQ
VXFK DV IXGIJHPHQW DQG LPSXIVH FRQIUR) = KLH WKH EUDLQ
is close to adult size by early adolescence, the structures
DQG WKH FRQQHFILRQV EHIZHHQ WKRVH VIUXFIXXUHY DUH

VIL GHYHIRSLQJ WKURXJK D SURFHVV RI P\HILQDILRQ

DQG V\QDSIILF SUXQLQJ WR LQFUHDVH WIKH H3-FLHQF\ RI

WKH FRQQHFILYLIN\ = KLOH WKH LPELF VAWHP PDIXUHV
VLIQLLFDQW\ DURXQG SXEHUIN WKH SUHIURQWD0 FRUWHL LV
VIO GHYHORSLQJ LQUR RQH:V HDUI\ IR PLG WZHQILHV WKLV
LPEDIDQFH LQ DGROHVFHQFH LPSHGHV GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ DQG
VHII UHIXIDWLRQ HVSHFLDI\ LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI VIUHVVIX) DQG
RWKHU HPRILRQDI\ DURXVLQJ VLIXDILRQV LH ZKHQ D WHHQ
SHUFHLYHV WKDW WKH\ DUH EHLQJ ZDWFKHG E\ RWKHU SHHUWV
Brain imaging advances in neuroscience is consistent
ZWK REVHUYDIWLRQV RI DGRIHVFHQW EHKDYLRU *

A Developmental Approach to Law & Policy Reforms
5HVHDUFKHUV FRQFIXGHG DQG WKH 6XSUHPH &RXUN RI

IKH 8QLIHG 6IIDIHV 6&2786 DJUHHG WKDW WKH GLVWLQFW
GHYHIRSPHQUD) GL  HUHQFHV LQ DGRIHVFHQFH FRIHFILYHO\
mitigate their culpability in criminal acts.  This reasoning
ZDV WKH EDVLV RI IKH 6&2786 RXWDZLQJ WKH GHDIK SHQDIN
IRU FKLWIGUHQ XQGHU ~ \HDUV RI DJH LQ QRILQJ

WKDW \RXW



2KLR KDV H[SUHVVO\ DGRSIIHG WIKH KRIGLQJV RI *UDKDP and
OLHU VLQFH WKH 8QLHG 6WDWHV 6XSUHPH &RXUI LVWWXHG WKRVH
GHFLVIRQV )LV WKH 6XSUHPH &RXUIl RI 2KLR IRXQG WKDW
IKH WK DPHQGPHQIEV SURKLELILRQ DJIDLQW 7 = 23 IRU QRQ
KRPLFLGH R HQVHV FRPPLIWHG E\ \RXWK DSSIHV IR WHUP RI
\HDU VHQIHQFHV WKDW DUHQél H[SUHVVO\ (DEHIHG DV TIXYHQLH
ILIH ZWKRXW SDURIHT VHQWHQFHV EXIWDUH LQ H HFWWKH VDPH
6WDIH Y ORRUH 2KIR 6l G 2KIR

1( G IXUIKHU WKH &RXUIW KDV KHIG WKDW D PLQRUV
\RXWKIXIQHVV P XVl EH FRQVLGHUHG SULRU WR WKH LP SRVLILRQ
RI D 0LIH VHQWHQFH LQ KRPLFLGH R HQVHV  6WDWH Y 3DWULFN
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