
OHIO ACTION PLAN FOR 
LEAD-FREE CHILDREN 

All Ohio Children Deserve to Be Lead-Free. 

We Can Get There.



Lead is poison. 
There is no safe level of lead in the blood. 
In severe cases, lead can be life threatening.

Lead is a devastating neurotoxin that damages children’s brains and bodies. Young 

children are especially vulnerable to lead poisoning because as crawlers and toddlers 

they may be easily exposed to lead dust from lead-paint and because the harm from 

lead can be especially destructive to their still-developing neurological, cognitive and 

social-emotional abilities.  

Most of Ohio’s housing stock (over 66%) was built before 1980 and is likely to have 

lead hazards. The hazard exists predominately in urban core and rural communities 

where the housing stock is older than more newly developed suburbs. More than 

330,000 of these Ohio homes are estimated to have children under 6 years old living 

in them.1 Although no part of the state is free from the risk of lead, the highest rates 

of reported child lead poisoning in Ohio tend to be found in communities that are 

predominantly African-American and low-income.2 In some Ohio communities, 1 in 4 

children entering kindergarten have a history of lead poisoning.3

Childhood lead exposure comes at a high price – both personally and financially. 

According to The Pew Center on the States, “for every dollar spent controlling lead 

hazards, at least $17 would be returned (and as much as $221) in health benefits, 

increased IQ, higher lifetime earnings, tax revenues, lower special education costs and 

reduced criminal activity. Given the high societal costs of inaction, lead hazard control 

is a public health and fiscal imperative.”4 Lead remediation investments will also create 

jobs and an opportunity to build career pathways out of poverty into lead-remediation 

work for residents of the most impacted communities. The cost-benefit of investing in 

prevention is compelling.5

The Ohio Lead-Free Kids Coalition is a collection of organizations 

and individuals who share a deep and urgent concern about 

the potentially life-long harm caused by lead poisoning and the 

future well-being of our state. We work collaboratively toward a 

meaningful public commitment and investment to ensure all Ohio 

children are safe from lead in their homes and communities.





The Action Plan for Lead-Free Children by 
2030 advances four overarching principles:



The following provides more detail to the 9-point 
Action Plan for Lead-Free Children by 2030.

1 | Help Homeowners & Landlords Eliminate Lead Hazards 

• Expand the SCHIP Lead Hazard Abatement Program to target housing and other properties, such 
as child care, in the highest risk communities and ensure removal of lead hazards.11

• Identify a dedicated revenue source for the Ohio Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund. Make the 
Fund available to local governments and nonprofit organizations for a range of primary prevention 
activities and relocation, including private-public match funding. Create a window replacement 
program within the Fund targeted to pre-1978 rental and homeowner units in high-risk census-
tracts. Fund relocation of families displaced due to private sector lead remediation activities. 



4 | Disclose Lead Hazards & Engage Ohioans
• Ensure the public can access information about where lead hazards exist through effective 

education, disclosure and enforcement policies. Examples of access include: disclosure at 
point-of-sale/point-of-lease lead inspections; electronically linking lead hazard control orders to 
county auditor’s property records; posting all lead hazard control orders to the Public Health Data 
Warehouse on the ODH public website;18 and, specific disclosure of lead inspections, lead risk 
assessments, lead hazard control orders, LSLs and lead remediation.

• Educate parents, physicians, nurses, educators, realtors, landlords, childcare operators and 
others on a continuing basis about lead hazards. Provide consumer centered, culturally competent 
education about lead, including information about the sources of lead (housing, soil, water, 



• Adopt a health-based standard for lead in drinking water. Include LSL replacement in public 
health lead hazard control orders when the level of lead in drinking water exceeds the health-
based standard.23 

• Provide water filters to customers, schools and daycare facilities with lead levels above the 
health-based standard for lead in drinking water until the LSL or galvanized line can be replaced. 
Provide water filters for six months after the replacement of a LSL.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
Ohio Lead-Free Kids Coalition at: OHleadfreekids@gmail.com

Made possible with support from the Ecology Center, the Environmental Defense Fund, 
Funders for Housing Opportunity, the George Gund Foundation, the Great Lakes Lead 

Elimination Network, and the Where Will We Live Campaign.
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