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The Schubert Center for Child

Development (SCCD) has had an

exciting and productive year of

solidifying existing activities and

developing new initiatives. The

SCCD is engaged in wide-ranging

initiatives, from undergraduate

education to national and interna-

tional work. Our activities this year,

which are highlighted throughout

this newsletter, include:

Undergraduate Education The

Childhood Studies Minor, which is

supported by the SCCD, in its third year is among

the most popular interdisciplinary minors in the

College of Arts and Sciences. Students choose

from classroom and experiential learning courses.

Two courses are taught in University Circle

Institutions: the Cleveland Museum of Art and

the Cleveland Children's Museum. Courses are

also offered at Rainbow Babies and Children's

Hospital, in day care settings through the

Department of Psychology, and in human and

social services through the Mandel School of

Applied Social Sciences. Childhood Studies pro-

grams exist in Europe and other parts of the

world, but CWRU is one of a small number of

U.S. colleges and universities to have such a

program, putting it in a position to establish

distinctiveness and leadership in this area. 

Graduate Education The SCCD supports an

advanced graduate student in psychology work-

ing on a child-related dissertation through the

Brisky Fellowship. The Brisky Fellow for the

2003-04 academic year is Shoshana Kahana. 

Faculty Research The SCCD awards grants for

faculty research in an annual competition. This

year the SCCD awarded funds for three important

new studies. 

CWRU Consortium on Children, Families and

Communities The SCCD coordinates a consor-

tium of CWRU centers with child-related activi-

ties. This year the SCCD and the Consortium

initiated a monthly colloquia series—CWRU

Conversations on Children in Research and Policy.

This works-in-progress series has been well

attended by faculty and students from across

the campus. 

Campus Events The SCCD and the Childhood

Studies Program sponsored multiple events for

the benefit of students, faculty, and the community.

These included public lectures by international

childcare expert Penelope Leach, M.D., and schol-

ars Allison James, Ph.D. and Anne Higonnet, Ph.D.

National Policy In November 2002, the SCCD

hosted a meeting of directors of university-based

child research centers from around the United

States. This national consortium on Human

Development and Public Policy is launching a

series of projects involving teaching and mentor-

ing; research; and translating and disseminating

research findings for policy communities. 

International Work Group on “Charting Future

Directions for Childhood Studies: Research

Education, and Policy” In August 2003, the

SCCD will host a small working group of interna-

tional scholars from the field of Childhood

Studies. A report from this meeting will set an

agenda for the field and will be highlighted in our

2004 newsletter. 

The activities of the past year have been designed

to meet our revised and enlarged mission state-

ment, which was adopted in 2002. Stay tuned

to the SCCD website for many exciting initiatives

to come! 
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The Schubert Center for Child Development supports multidisciplinary research and education on children and child-
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SupportingResearch
In each newsletter, we highlight the

research of individuals whose work

has been supported by grants from

the Schubert Center. In this issue, 

we introduce Elizabeth (Betsy)

Short, Ph.D., from the Department

of Psychology.

"Do-able” Goals for Parents
and Children Are Focus of
Short's Research

BETSY SHORT
"Would I ask a

parent to do what

I couldn't do?” For

Elizabeth Short,

Ph.D., CWRU

Associate Professor

of Psychology and

mother of three daughters, that question

guides her work with parents and children.

Dr. Short's studies, reported in numerous

journal publications, have focused on lan-

guage/reading delay, Attention Deficit

Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), very low

birth weight, intrauterine exposure to

cocaine or other drugs, and self-regulation

deficits that place children at risk for aca-

demic and social failure.

One of Dr. Short's recent projects investi-

gates the comorbidity of ADHD and lan-

guage disability. Although 5% of children

are diagnosed with ADHD, her findings

with Barbara Lewis, Ph.D., Associate

Professor of Pediatrics, suggest that 35% of

children with speech and language delays

have ADHD. Drs. Short and Lewis hypothe-

size that attentional problems that interfere

with school performance may be associated

with language processing dysfunction.

In addition to research and teaching,

Dr. Short's professional history includes

considerable experience with children and

youth in educational and therapeutic set-

tings. A member of the CWRU faculty since

1984, she teaches courses in child and ado-

lescent development and psychopathology,

specialized assessment, and cognitive psy-

chology. 

New SCCD 
Research Grants

Three new research projects were funded

during the 2002-2003 academic year. As

in prior funding cycles, the projects rep-

resent a range of important issues related

to child and adolescent development. 

Adherence to Lifestyle Modifications for

Adolescents with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR Carolyn E. Ievers-

Landis, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Division of

Behavioral Pediatrics and Psychology, Rainbow

Babies & Children's Hospital

CO-INVESTIGATORS Leona Cuttler, M.D.,

William Dahms, M.D., Mark Palmert, M.D.,

Rina Lazzebnik, M.D., and Paul McGuigan,

R.N., C.D.E.

Rapidly increasing in prevalence in the

pediatric population, type 2 diabetes melli-



While Herman Stein, D.S.W., has expe-

rienced elements of several careers, a unify-

ing theme of his work

can be traced among

his distinctive contri-

butions as academic

leader; international

social welfare pioneer;

and expert advisor for

United Nations,

UNICEF, and Club of Rome projects.

Stein’s many honors include the CWRU

University Medal in 1994; the Frank and

Dorothy Humel Hovorka Prize in 2002 for

exceptional achievement in teaching,

research, and scholarly service; and the

establishment of the Herman D. Stein

Lectureship in International Social Welfare

at the Mandel School of Applied Social

Sciences. Earlier this year, Kul C. Gautam,

UNICEF Deputy Executive Director, pref-

aced the organization’s fifth annual lecture,

titled “The Well-being of Children as a

Global Public Good,” with a tribute to

Stein’s role in shaping the work of UNICEF.

Gautam said that the 1964 planning confer-

ence in Bellagio, Italy, which Stein helped

organize, addressed the needs of children in

developing countries by “firmly establishing

that the well-being of children is an essen-

tial foundation of national development.”

The theme of child well-being, seen as an

investment for national development rather

than solely as an humanitarian enterprise,

was frequently addressed in UNICEF’s sen-

ior Inter-regional Staff Seminars which Stein

organized and led for ten years. In his trib-

ute on the occasion of Stein’s retirement

from UNICEF services in 1983, then-

Executive Director James P. Grant stated

that the seminars “have become a distin-

guished part of the culture of UNICEF, a

process of re-education and re-dedication

which has kept our work in the field green

and vital.”

The seminars actually had multiple pur-

poses. One was to provide an opportunity

to staff for intensive study of subjects

important to UNICEF, from control of

infantile diarrhea to expanding opportunity

for the education of girls. Another purpose

was to enable professional staff to interact

with others from different regions and cul-

tures. A less apparent, but very important,

purpose was to create an environment

where it was both possible and desirable to

raise questions and express one’s ideas -

even those that were critical of agency poli-

cies or programs.

An incident Stein recalls as suggesting a

promising attitude in the young occurred

after a performance in traditional dance at a

recreational center in Jogjakarta, Indonesia.

A 9-year-old child asked what the purpose

was of UNICEF. When told it was to save

lives of children, the child asked if UNICEF

also supported art. When Stein said no, the

child asked, “but what is life without art?”

James Grant’s tribute to Stein notes a

quality which, while invaluable in his work

with UNICEF, has surely characterized

Stein’s distinguished contributions in the

world of academia: “He is one of that rare

breed of academics with a keen sense of the

practical—what works, given the circum-

stances, and what does not; what is real and

what is spurious; what is useful and what is

mere scholarly gamesmanship.”

Promoting Interdisciplinary Research at 
CWRU and in the Community

IN EACH NEWSLETTER, WE HIGHLIGHT AN INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP AT CWRU OR IN THE COMMUNITY WHOSE WORK HAS SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED RESEARCH OR PRACTICE

RELATED TO CHILDREN OR ADOLESCENTS. IN THIS ISSUE, WE PROFILE HERMAN STEIN, D.S.W., UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR AND PROVOST EMERITUS, JOHN REYNOLDS 

HARKNESS PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF SOCIAL ADMINISTRATION, DEAN EMERITUS OF THE MANDEL SCHOOL OF APPLIED SOCIAL SCIENCES, AND SENIOR ADVISOR TO 

SUCCESSIVE DIRECTORS OF UNICEF.

Stein
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Resources on
Children & War

Given the difficult times in which we

live, we feature here a set of materials

on how children experience and under-

stand war. Special thanks to Karen

Olness, M.D., for these suggestions.

BOOKS

Hope and Healing: Peaceful in an

Uncertain World by Naomi Drew,

2002, Citadel Press.

The Day our World Changed:

Children's Art of 9/11, edited by

Robin Goodman, Andrea Henderson

Fahnestock, Debbie Almonstaster,

2002, Harry N. Abrams, Inc.

What Happened to the World?

by Jim GreenMan, 2001, Bright

Horizons, Watertown, Mass.

The Impact of War on Children: A

Review of Progress Since the 1996

United Nations Report in the Impact

of Armed Conflict on Children by

Graca Machel, 2001, Palgrave. 

VIDEOS

Children in War (documentary),

recipient of a 2000 Emmy Award,

highlights the “tragedies of modern

warfare and terrorism as told by the

children of Bosnia, Israel, Rwanda,

and Northern Ireland.” A book with

the same title has been written by

Alan and Susan Raymond (2000,

TV Books, LLC). Order both at

www.childreninwar.com/thefilm.html




