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This has been a busy year for the Schubert

Center for Child Development (SCCD) at Case

Western Reserve University, as the pages of this

newsletter will reveal. It has also been a year of

important reflection on our long-range vision for

the Schubert Center, which resulted in some

exciting new expansions to our mission.

In its first 5 years, the Schubert Center has pro-

vided service to the Cleveland community, prima-

rily through the dissemination of research, and

most notably through our conferences, such as

the recent conference on the impact of violence

on children and adolescents, which is highlighted

in this newsletter. We hope to strengthen interdis-

ciplinary research and education on children and

childhood at CWRU, and raise the national and

international visibility of its projects and pro-

grams. Toward these ends, the Schubert Center

will continue to support cutting-edge research, as

well as a new program in Childhood Studies. It

will also facilitate a new Consortium on Children,

Families, and Communities. In the pages of this

and future newsletters, we will highlight several

Schubert-sponsored projects and educational ini-

tiatives, and introduce a few members and organ-

izations in the Consortium and community. 

The Schubert Center has also promoted schol-

arship that addresses experiences from infancy

through adolescence. We now hope to promote

research and education that reflects new frontiers

in the study of children and childhood. These

include the need to situate early experiences with-

in the context of the larger life course; emphasize

childhood as an active rather than passive life

period; explore variability in children’s experiences

across time and place; and inform contemporary

policy debates about children’s welfare and

well being. 

Our mission statement has now been

revised to reflect these areas of

expansion:

The Schubert Center for Child

Development supports multidisciplinary

research and education on children and

childhood at Case Western Reserve

University. Initiatives of the Schubert

Center for Child Development promote

understandings of child development

from infancy through adolescence, and

in local, national, and international

contexts. 

The Schubert Center for Child Development

emphasizes the need to understand how child

development is:

• shaped by everyday settings, including families,

peer and friendship groups, schools, and neigh-

borhoods;

• affected by local, national, and international

policies;

• conditioned by history and culture; and

• understood within the context of the larger life

course.

The primary goals of the Schubert Center for

Child Development are to: 

• support basic and applied research on children

and childhood;

•
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SupportingResearch
In each newsletter, we highlight the

research of a few individuals whose

work has been supported through

grants from the Schubert Center. In

this issue, we introduce Jim Spilsbury,



Rainbow Center for
Pediatric Ethics
The Rainbow Center for Pediatric Ethics

(RCPE), of the Rainbow Babies and

Children’s Hospital, seeks to promote a

better understanding of ethical responsi-

bilities to children. Established with the

support of the Board of Trustees, this

new and unique initiative provides a

home for Rainbow’s activities in pediatric

ethics, and serves as a resource for the

hospital, university, and community. The

RCPE imparts commitment, credibility,

and visibility to the role of pediatric

ethics at Rainbow.

The Rainbow Center for Pediatric Ethics
has four primary objectives:

• To foster research and scholarship in

pediatric ethics.

• To educate students, health care

professionals and the public about

pediatric ethics and the health care

of children.

• To provide consultation to assisting

clinicians, families and children con-

fronted with ethical dilemmas in

health care.

• To advocate for the well being of chil-

dren by bringing attention to the ethi-

cal dimensions of pediatric health care.

The RCPE is directed by Eric Kodish,

M.D. Its Associate Directors are Lauren

McAliley, RN, CPNP, Nathaniel Robin,

M.D., Anne Lyren, M.D., and Anita Weiss,

M.D. For further information, contact

the RCPE at Rainbow Babies and

Children’s Hospital, Room 680, 11106

Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44106,

216/844-8651, www.uhrainbow.

com/professionals/ethics.asp

The Center for
Adolescent Health
The Center for Adolescent Health, of the

CWRU School of Medicine, seeks to

improve the health and well being of

adolescents in the Greater Cleveland

area through research, education, and

links to community agencies. Current

research projects on local samples relate

to improving access to mental health

care services, reducing tobacco use, and,

with funding from the Children and

Families Health Service, understanding 

the causes and consequences of youth

risk behavior. 

The Center for Adolescent Health

recently established a Master of Public

Health degree with a concentration in

adolescent health. This program, based

in the CWRU School of Medicine, is the

first of its kind in the United States.

The Center for Adolescent Health also

sponsors conferences. In November

(2001), it co-sponsored a regional profes-

sional conference “Psyche and Soma: The

Path Toward Total Health in the

Adolescent,” which over 100 people

attended. In February (2002), and in col-

laboration with the Adolescent

Consortium, it sponsored the conference

“Closing the Gap: Current Challenges in

Adolescent Care,” which over 300

people attended. 

The Center for Adolescent Health is

directed by Barbara Cromer, M.D. For

further information, please contact Ms.

Janet Hlavna at the Center for

Adolescent Health, CWRU School of

Medicine, 10900 Euclid Avenue,

Cleveland OH 44106, 216/368-3770,

www.cwru.edu/med/adolescenthealth.

THE SCHUBERT CENTER COORDINATES A NEW CONSORTIUM ON CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES. THE PURPOSE OF THE CONSORTIUM IS TO FOSTER 

INTERDISCIPLINARY RELATIONSHIPS ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY. IN EACH NEWSLETTER, WE HIGHLIGHT THE WORK OF GROUPS WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE

CONSORTIUM. IN THIS ISSUE, WE INTRODUCE THE CENTER FOR PEDIATRIC ETHICS AND THE CENTER FOR ADOLESCENT HEALTH.



James Garbarino, Ph.D., opened the

conference with a keynote address on the

ecology of youth violence. Dr. Garbarino is

Professor of Human Development and Co-

Director of the Family Life Development

Center at Cornell University. He received

rave reviews from the audience for his discussion of the com-

plex factors and conditions that promote or discourage vio-

lence in youth. 

The morning panel session focused on the consequences of

children’s exposure to violence. It included presentations by

Daniel Flannery, Ph.D., of the Institute for the Study and

Prevention of Violence at Kent State University,

and Mark Singer, Ph.D., of the Mandel

School for Applied Social Sciences at CWRU,

both of whom are leading researchers in the

field of youth violence. 

The afternoon panel focused on programs

for children exposed to and exhibiting violence.

It included video presentations and discussion

with two community leaders in violence prevention. Elsie Day,

Program Coordinator for the Cuyahoga County Children Who

Witness Violence Program, described the

program’s work to coordinate the efforts

of community systems, such as law

enforcement and the mental health, that

interact with children and families experi-

encing violence. Michael Walker, Director

of Partnership for a Safer Cleveland, spoke

about the role that “Young Ladies and

Gentlemen’s Clubs” play in providing inner-city youth in

Cleveland with positive mentoring and peer interaction, and

with opportunities for personal growth. 

The conference closed with a keynote address by Alvin

Poussaint, M.D., Director of the Media Center of the Judge

Baker Children’s Center in Boston and Faculty Associate Dean

of Student Affairs at Harvard Medical School. Known for his

efforts to curb portrayals of violence in the media and his

expertise on race relations in the United States, Dr. Poussaint

spoke about the important role that parents, professionals,

advocates and ordinary citizens play in preventing violence in

children’s lives.

In a special moment, Elsie Day presented a commendation

from Cuyahoga County Commissioners to Donald

Freedheim, Ph.D., Founding Director of the Schubert Center

and Professor Emeritus of Psychology at CWRU. The

Commissioners honored Professor Freedheim for his long-


