
FIGURE 1. CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE BY AGE GROUP - 2013

Source: National KIDS COUNT KIDS COUNT Data Center, datacenter.kidscount.org.  
A project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation

Age Group 11 to 15 (22% of U.S. foster youth)  Age Group 16 to 20 (18% of U.S. foster youth)
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In order to better understand the 
outcomes of dual system-involved youth, 
Claudia Coulton, PhD and David Crampton, 
PhD of the Center on Urban Poverty and 
Community Development at the Jack, 
Joseph and Morton Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences at Case Western 
Reserve University followed a sample of 
students that attended 9th grade in the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
(CMSD) through age 21 and determined the 
incidence of foster care and juvenile justice 
system involvement. They also examined 
their patterns of high school attendance, 
and rates of homelessness and local 
incarceration. 

SAMPLE DEMOGRAPHICS

A total of 10,086 youth were involved in the 
study. 51.0% were male and 49.0% female. 
The sample was 73.1% African American, 
15.7% White, 10.1% Hispanic and 1.1% other 
race/ethnicity. 10.0% of the students 
studied had a disability. 

While the majority of students were 
involved with neither system (75.8%), 1 in 
4 students were involved in one or both 
systems. More specifically, as noted in 
Table 1, 
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Youth aging out of the foster care system require key 
supports and life skills, such as maintaining healthy  
peer relationships, job skills, and career development.

As this research demonstrates, system 
involvement during adolescence has a 
profound impact on several adverse events 
in early adulthood. The beginning of high 
school is also a critical opportunity for 
effective interventions for youth to help 
improve adult outcomes. As many youth 
do not remain within the same district 
for all 4 years, these interventions should 
follow youth through relocation within and 
across school districts, in partnership with 
other services in the community. Providing 
comprehensive employment, educational 
and social support to youth who have not 
graduated high school provides increased 
earnings into early adulthood.14 

In particular, youth aging out of the foster 
care system require key supports and 
life skills, such as maintaining healthy 
peer relationships, job skills, and career 
development.15 In Ohio, 1,000 youth 
age out of the foster care system every 
year.16 Prior to 2008, foster youth ceased 
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