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b. Physical attributes of the officer relative to the child/youth, should also inform the degree 
of force necessary to stabilize a situation. 

c. Grabs, holds and other forms of bodily restraint should be tempered by the size and age 
of the children/youth as children are still growing physically and may be more 
susceptible to injury. 

d. Punches, kicks and other physically aggressive forms of bodily force should not be used 
on a child/youth unless absolutely necessary to stabilize the situation and gain 
compliance, and should never be used if children/youth are in restraints. 

e. If injury occurs, immediate steps should be taken to provide medical assistance. 
 

4. Less-Lethal 
a. Blunt impact instruments of control should be avoided with child/youth unless absolutely 

necessary to stabilize the situation and gain compliance. 
b. Chemical sprays should not be used on children/youth unless absolutely necessary to 

stabilize the situation and gain compliance or to reduce risk of injury to the themselves or 
others, and other less intrusive means have been employed. 

c. Chemical spray should never be used on children/youth in restraints. 
d. Electronic control weapons and tasers present an increased risk for injury and should not 

be used on children/youth. 
e. If injury occurs, immediate steps should be taken to provide medical assistance. 

 
5. Lethal 

a. Context and circumstances are critical for considering whether lethal force is necessary. 
See notes on the environment and surroundings discussed above. 

b. If injury occurs, immediate steps should be taken to provide medical assistance. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of these suggestions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Gabriella Celeste, J.D. 
Adjunct Associate Professor, Child Policy 
Policy Director 
Schubert Center for Child Studies, CWRU 
10900 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106-7179 
216.368.5314 
mgc36@case.edu 
 
 

 

 


