
PDA Committee - Minutes of Meeting 

March 13th, 2023, 3 pm (EST) 

• Participants: (16) – Felicia Moss, Jeremy Didion, Mohandas, Sagar Regmi, Andrius Tamosiunas, 
Jonnelle Glenn, Mohammad Siddiqi, Shalini Verma, Eric Mosher, Nicole Wagner, Shashi Singh, 
Ankit Sharma, Andrea Waksmunski, Bernadette Schneider, Vidya Gopakumar, Fredrick Kizito 

• Felicia Moss: Director, Postdoctoral Affairs:  
o Felicia Moss is on maternity leave and won’t be part of the next two PDA meetings. Nidhi 

Shukla will be facilitating the organization of 



§ Kermit Horton, PhD (former CWRU Postdoc), Sales Representative at Avantor. 
Friday, April 21st @ noon. RSVP here. 

§ Tyler Bammert, PhD [Sr. MSL, Eisai US], Sandy Chang, MD MHS [Regional Medical 
Science Director, Merk] and Karl Pendergrass, PhD [Medical Affairs Director, 
Merk] will be joining us to discuss what a career working as a medical science 
liaison looks like from the perspective of both PhDs and an MD. Friday, May 12th 
@1pm. RSVP here. 

o All postdocs are welcome to volunteer to host the talk, especially if the speaker belongs 
to their own field of expertise. 

o Many postdocs showed interest in Spoken English workshop organized by Eric Moore 
(Director of Spoken English Language Programs) organized on March 10th. More 
workshops in the pipeline: 

§ “What's your Opinion about Opinions?” Asking for, Giving, Agreeing, and 
Disagreeing (March 28 & 31) 

§ “What? Huh?” Strengthening your English Language Listening Skills (April 4, 6, & 
7) 

§ Baseball: The USA’s National Pastime (April 11, 13, & 14) 
§ RSVP here in the group "Spoken English Programs and SELP Tutoring". 

• Public Relations Committee (Chair: Ankit Sharma): 
o There were no meetings held by Committee on University Libraries. The committee is yet 

to elect a Chair. Zoom link for future meetings here. 
o Dr. Jonnelle Glenn elected as Chair of Social Media of the National Black Postdoctoral 

Association for a period of 1 year. 
o Monthly Public Relations Committee Meeting every 1st Monday of the month, zoom link 

here. 
o LinkedIn page of CWRU PDA is now active with 170 followers. Encourage all PDA members 

to follow the page. The page also being followed and promoted by non CWRU members. 
o All the postdocs are highly encouraged to submit any of their achievements using the 



o Proposal for organizing a Lake Erie Summer Cruise for postdocs and families. With enough 
number of participants, transportation will be arranged. 

• Benefits & Policy Committee (Rep: Jeremy Didion): 
o No new updates regarding postdocs. 
o Policy being drafted for graduate students to attend personalized courses from other 

educational institutions. 
• Information and Communications Technology Committee (Rep: Shashi Singh) 

o This meeting was held on February 20, 2023. Faculty and Committee Members were 



§ Amy Przeworski (Chair, Minority Affairs) contacted the Women’s Affairs 
Committee, and a survey is going to be sent out soon about childcare needs.  

§ The target audience will be faculty, staff, postdocs, undergraduate, graduate and 
professional students having children of age up to 5 years. Also, those who are 
considering becoming a parent within the next 5 years. 

§ A childcare working group has been convened by the University administration to 
discuss the needs for childcare. The first meeting was held in November 2022. 

§ Efforts by University leadership to partner with other institutions, such as the 
Cleveland Clinic to do a joint venture was not successful. 

• Other discussions/business: 
 
o Dr. Mohd. Siddiqi is leaving CWRU. PDA leadership thanks him for his 
contribution to the PDA activities, especially as a Co-Chair of the Professional 
Development Committee. We wish him all the best. 


