
PDA Committee - Minutes of Meeting 

October 10th, 2022, 3 pm (EST) 

• Participants: (15) - Felicia Moss, Nidhi Shukla, Sagar Regmi, Abhiram Panigrahi, Mohammad 
Siddiqi, Shashi Singh, Ashley Everett, Gideon Gywa, Ankit Sharma, Ahmed Bakheet, Huong (Haley) 
Nguyen, Andrius Tamosiunas, Muhammad Zeeshan, Maura McCall, Vidya Gopakumar 

• Felicia Moss:  
o $5,000 received from the Office of Research and Technology Management – generous 

funding gift in support of postdoc activities and professional development  
o The postdoc email sender has been changed to Postdoctoral Affairs CWRU. 
o Working on creating a grant writing and funding support website to help postdocs find 

funding and understand the steps involved.  
o Working on building out the Offboarding website to include interview tips, job boards, 

resume writing tips, etc to help postdocs with the job hunt process.  
o CampusSims (through Mint Mobile) is a possible option to pass out to new postdocs who 

need phone service before or as soon as they arrive in the US. The plans are affordable 
and one of our postdocs confirmed the coverage is good. Another postdoc noted we need 
to make some of the compatibility issues like not being able to mail it to or set it up in 
your country ahead of time or if it isn’t compatible with your phone. Felicia is looking into 
this more.  

o Innovation Week went good, we had 12 postdocs participate in the poster presentation. 
• Professional Development Committee (Chair: Mohd. Siddiqi): 

o Mohd. Siddiqi



o Fall 2022 FSCUL- University Libraries Meeting: Chair to be elected soon.  Discussed the 
CWRU Commons, CWRU Law Review, and open access policies at CWRU. 

• Women’s Affairs Committee: 
o Reproductive health kits are located outside of the Postdoc Office. 
o Health cards are being distributed soon – you can scan the code and it will give you 

information about reproductive health. You can also choose from a variety of languages. 
o Visit CWRU Reproductive Health website for latest updates on resources available. 
o Emily Creamer has left the university, so we need another representative on the Women 

Faculty Senate Committee.  
• Visa and Immigration Committee: (Sreelakshmi Vasudevan (Co-Chair)) 

o Discussed having international postdocs take a SET test prior to arriving.  
o The test is free, takes about 20 minutes, and is conducted by the Graduate Studies Office.  
o If postdocs do not pass the SET, they would need to take English courses after arriving.  



o Efforts are ongoing from PDA to make the healthcare more affordable for postdocs with 
family. PDA welcomes any ideas and suggestions in this regard.  

o Felicia and Jeremy will be updating the postdoc handbook soon.  
o Utech is working to get postdocs put into the system, but this will take some time to build 

out all of the components.  
• Main Faculty Senate (Nidhi Shukla): 

o The budget has gone too high for the child care facility on campus and they are putting 
the plan on hold for now until a new plan is devised.  

• Other discussions/business: 
o Shashi Singh elected as the Faculty Senate representative for Information and 

communication technology (this committee is still working on getting set up for the year 
and has not met.) 

• Positions to be filled: If you would like to volunteer for any of these positions, please contact 
Felicia Moss and Nidhi Shukla. Faculty Senate committees meet once per month for about an hour 
and a half. Your responsibility would be to attend the meeting and report back anything to the 
PDA affecting postdocs. At the meeting, you are a voting member and represent your postdoc 
community as their voice. This is a great networking and professional development activity and 
looks great on a resume.  

• Faculty senate representatives for: 
o Minority Affairs 
o Women’s Affairs 


