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I. Nature of  the DNP Project  (see later  section  for  details)  
What the DNP Project Is  What the DNP Project is Not  
Provides the opportunity to demonstrate synthesis 
of knowledge gained throughout the DNP 
Program. 

It is not a dissertation. The DNP project 
focuses on application and adaptation; the 
PhD dissertation focuses on discovery. 

Uses systematic investigation (such as program 
evaluation, evidence-based practice, translational 
science, or improvement science) to examine a 
problem in a particular setting of clinical practice. 

DNP programs prepare students for 
leadership roles in practice. PhD Programs 
prepare students to use research to develop 
generalizable knowledge. 

Should use reliable and valid measurement tools 
and include the collection and evaluation of data. 
All students are expected to analyze data. 

The DNP project is not necessarily 
designed to contribute to generalizable 
knowledge. 
 
Should not involve theory testing, 
psychometric evaluation of instruments, or 
experimental research designs. 

The project may be done by a single student or a 
team of 2 or 3 students working with the same 
advisor/Committee Chair. If a team project, each 
student will contribute comparable amounts of 
content to, and demonstrate comprehension of, 
each phase of the project. 
 
Team projects are to be sufficiently complex and 
of a scope that warrants group work. 

 
 
 
Team projects are not to be a project of 
individual- scope divided for ease and 
speed. 

Dissemination: “It is expected the student will 
disseminate the findings and outcomes of the 
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Process for Submitting a Protocol to CWRU’s IRB Only;  

 
1. Review research compliance as necessary at the CWRU IRB home 

page https://case.edu/research/faculty-staff/compliance/institutional-review-
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CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY (2” from top margin) 
FRANCES PAYNE BOLTON SCHOOL OF NURSING 

 
 
 

We hereby approve the DNP project of (3” from top margin) 
(Your  name) 

 
 
 

Committee Chair (4” from top margin) 
(Name) 

 
 
 

Committee Member (5” from top 
margin) (Name) 

 
 
 

Committee Member (6” from top margin) 
(Name) 

 
 

Date of Final Presentation (7” from top margin) 
(Date) 

 

*We also certify that written approval has been obtained for any proprietary material contained 
therein. (8 ½ in from top margin). 
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Copyright  © (insert  year)  by Name of  Student, credentials 
(3 ½ inches from top margin) 
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Appendix A. DNP Forms and Documentation Required for Graduation 
 

The following checklist outlines the forms and documentation that are required for graduation as a DNP 
student.  Students should keep all these forms and documents for their own records in addition to 
submitting them to the DNP office. This list encompasses what is required for all students, additional forms 
may be needed based on individual circumstances. The forms and detailed instructions referenced here can 
be found on the DNP website:  https://case.edu/nursing/students/student-resources/dnp-guidelines-forms.  

 
Practicum Documentation- If completing 2 credits of NUND 611  

See Practicum Guidelines for detailed instructions.  
��  Gap analysis letter , signed by DNP program director, confirming the number of required practicum 
hours. 
 
��  Practicum Overview and Objectives (also called a Practicum Plan)-more than one plan can be 
submitted. 
 
��  Practicum Preceptor Letter of Agreement  or Agency agreement -see Practicum Guide and talk with 
your adviser to determine which is appropriate. More than one can be submitted depending on the number 
of practicum experiences. Preceptor letter of agreement is required for all preceptors, even those who are 
FPB faculty.  
 
��  Preceptor CV & License, if preceptor is from outside of FPB . 
 
��  Practicum  Final Report(s),  the total number hours from the practicum report(s) should equal the 
required practicum hours in the gap analysis. More than one report can be submitted.  

 
Practicum Documentation- If waiving NUND 611  

��  Gap analysis letter , signed by DNP program director confirming that student has completed 1000 or 
more hours of advanced clinical experience.  
 
��  Application for Course Waiver Approval for NUND 611 
 

Project Documentation ( NUND 619 & NUND 620)* 
See DNP Project Guide for Instructions  

�� Notice of DNP Project Topic & Committee Members    
 
�� Letter of Agreement to Participate & CV , for Committee Members Outside of CWRU only 
 
�� Proposal Approval Form   
 
�� Final Approval of DNP Project  Form 
 
��  Final Written Project or Manuscript of DNP Project in PFD format  
 
*If you the project topic or a committee member changes, then a Change of Project Topic and/or Committee 
Member Form is also required.  

 
DNP Portfolio -Required for All Students Starting Spring 2020 or later.  

See Portfolio Information for detailed i nstructions. 
�� 
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