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Teaching Philosophy Statement 
 

The challenge in teaching is to engage learners in ways that resonate with them and in ways 
that enable them to reconsider their assumptions and stretch their current level of 
understanding. While working in the Department of Surgery at the University of Louisville, I 
attended lectures presented to medical students during their surgical rotation. Following this 
experience, a lament by a medical student in 1891 became clear and seemed very current: 

"At  a lecture a student plays an entirely passive part. He has no part to play in the 
mental exhibition; he has simply to listen and listen, and take in and take in; and the 
mind to do its best must have something more required of it than to note passively 
thoughts already elaborated by someone 



education which was being sought by teaching faculty. The faculty's focus is more 
appropriately on effective methods to achieve student learning rather than on teaching 
techniques per se. It was good symbiosis. 

My colleague and cherished collaborator, Dr. Terry Wolpaw, has been most influential in 
further shaping my thinking on this issue. We participated in a faculty development 
program that invested considerable resources in enabling faculty in the outpatient setting to 
become better teachers.3 The investment of resources in students to become better learners to 
enable them to make better use of learning opportunities in the outpatient setting paled in 
comparison. This prompted us to design a planned program of research that set about 
investigating how to 



Professional Development in Medical Education 
 

1. Doctorate in Educational Psychology 
State University of New York at Buffalo 1973 - 1980 
The Department of Educational Psychology at SUNYAB offers doctoral and master’s 
degree programs in psychology and counseling specialties.  Faculty in this department 
has been identified as one of the top 10 most productive departments in the United 
States by Academic Analytics.  It was a great department in which to learn curriculum 
development, program evaluation, research design, and quantitative skills in 
educational research methods. 

 
2. Harvard Macy Institute for Educators in the Health Professions - 2006 

The goal of this program is to enhance the professional development of physicians, 
basic scientists and other health professionals as educators. It combines five major 
themes: learning and teaching, curriculum design, evaluation, leadership, and 
information technology.  It  provides a select group of healthcare professionals with 
the knowledge base and skills to enhance expertise in designing and implementing an 
educational project and taking a leadership role in education. 

 
 

3. Social Network Analysis Summer Institute  - 2008 
Social network analysis is the mapping and measuring of relationships and flows 
between people, groups, organizations, and social entities. The nodes in the network 
are the people and groups while the links show-relationships or flows between the 
nodes. SNA provides both a visual and a mathematical analysis of human relationships. 
The conference provided the background to use social network analysis software to 
map and 



Teaching Inventory 
(Selected) Local Teaching Activities 

Qualitative Research Methods 
This workshop was intended for educators interested developing skills in 
designing and implementing qualitative research studies. Qualitative research 
methods are gaining acceptance in medical education research and are well-suited 
for hypothesis generation, answering questions like What makes our good teachers 
good?  In this workshop, we described how to plan and conduct a qualitative study.  
Participants explored their own research questions and discussed techniques to 
analyze qualitative data. Participants compared and contrasted 





Questionnaire Design: Survey Construction & Analysis: CDlM 2009 and 2008 
Surveys have applications within the health care domains of research, education, 
administration, and patient care. Successful collection and analysis of data depends on the 
quality of the survey.  In this workshop, we will discuss how to plan, design, and conduct 
a survey.  Participants will learn about advantages and disadvantages of the different 
methods of data collection (mail, telephone, face-to-face, lnternet/e-mail), qualities of 
good questions, and how to improve response rates. Participants critically appraised 
examples of survey items that represent common question wording mistakes. 

 
Conceiving the Research Question 

This session was intended for educators interested in identifying an educational research 
question and pursuing a research interest within the internal medicine core clerkship. 
Workshop participants examined current trends in research in medical education and 
discussed steps involved in conceiving a research question. The practical, hands-on, 
interactive approach enabled participants to consider what key elements necessary for a 
good research questions and how research questions differ from study aims and research 
hypotheses.  During this workshop, participants identified qualities of good research 
questions and worked to identify their own research questions. 

 
 

Evaluation of Clinical &  Translational Research Education &  Training: 
Decades' Perspective 03/2010-NIH Webinar 
The education and training of multidisciplinary clinical and translational scientists has 
been supported through NIH programs for over a decade. l
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Educational Administration 
School of Medicine 

Director, Center for the Advancement of Medical Learning (CAML) School of Medicine 
(2006- 2011). CAML was established in 2006 to support faculty development, student 
learning, and educational scholarship. Since its inception, we have offered 138 workshops 
for faculty in the areas of teaching, clinical teaching, and research in medical education; 14 
workshops for residents; 10 workshops for medical students. CAML provides resources 
and support to faculty for teaching and evaluation. 

 
Member, Multidisciplinary Clinical Research Career Development Program (MCRCD) 
Program Evaluation Committee which evolved into the CTSC Program Evaluation 
Committee (2004 - 2011) This Committee oversees the activities of the Evaluation Core 
and provides oversight and input into the priorities and activities in conducting the CTSC 
program evaluation. 

 
Chair, Committee on Program Evaluation School of Medicine (2005 - 2011) The 
Committee was established to set procedures and policies for program evaluation in the 
School of Medicine. The Committee meets monthly and discusses procedures and updates 
on evaluation issues. 

 
Co-Chair, Committee on Student Assessment School of Medicine (2005 - 2011) This 
Committee reviews assessment issues in the WR2 Curriculum and recommends changes in 
policy and procedures to ensure that students are assessed in a manner that is consistent with 
WR2 principles and adhere to technical and professional standards for educational testing. 

 
Member, Curriculum Monitoring Council (2006 - 2011) This Committee oversees the 
implementation of the curriculum.   We provide data to this Committee regularly to enable 
members to make informed recommendations about the curriculum. 

 
Member, Joint Clinical Oversight Group (2006 - 2011) This Committee oversees the 
implementation of the clinical curriculum.  We provide data to this Committee 
regularly to enable members to make informed recommendations about the curriculum. 

 
Member, Medical Education Research Committee Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of 
Medicine (2007 -  



Educational Administration  
Regional and National 
 

Chair, Research Committee of the Clerkship Directors in Internal Medicine 



Scholarship in Medical Education 
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