
 
DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS AND GENOME SCIENCES  

PhD Program 
 

Guidelines and Format for First Thesis Progress Report Meeting  
(Pre-proposal defense meeting) 

 
The Report should be 1-2 pages in Arial font size 11, single line spacing, and 0.5” margins.  It consists of two 
sections. 
 

• Section I: academic progress report 
Course work completed and planned 
Conferences (both internal and external) attended with a title of poster or platform presentations, if 
any. 
Manuscript submitted or published, if any. 
   

• Section II: thesis research progress report 
Include the thesis proposal specific aims page. 
 

 
 

 
Guidelines for the Presentation at the First Meeting 

 
The Presentation should be 15-20 minutes with 10-15 slides.  The Presentation is an elaboration of the specific 
aims page of the thesis proposal.  It consists of the major points of the specific aims page: key background 
information, central hypothesis, individual aims including preliminary data, if any, and outline of the proposed 
research (no details needed).    
 
 

  



 
DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS AND GENOME SCIENCES  

PhD Program 
 

Agenda for First Thesis Committee Meeting:  
(to be held no later than December 15, the second year for PhD students or 

June 15, the first year for MSTP students) 
 
 
1) Student should provide the Chair with a partially completed First Thesis Committee Meeting Form 
(general and course/grade information) AT THE MEETING for completion by the chair AT THE 
MEETING and to obtain signatures. 

 
2) 





Committee Members  
! Name (please print) Signature 



  
 
 
 
 
 

4) 


