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Case Western Reserve University – University Program Medical School 
Block 2:  Action Plan 2021-2022 

 

 
 

1. Course Description.  This block 
incorporates concepts from four clinical disciplines (Endocrinology, Genetics, Reproduction 
and Cancer Biology) supported by foundational material encompassing three basic science 
disciplines (Molecular Biology, Cell Biology and Developmental Biology).  The overarching 
goal  that 

are interwoven throughout the Block:  genetic changes (mutations) that lead to disease and 
their patterns of inheritance; the regulation 
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Knowledge for Practice 
Demonstrates knowledge 
of established and 
evolving biomedical, 
clinical, epidemiological, 
and social-behavioral 
sciences as well as the 
application of this 
knowledge to patient 
care 
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Knowledge for Practice 
Demonstrates knowledge 
of established and 
evolving biomedical, 
clinical, epidemiological, 
and social-behavioral 
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Professionalism 
Demonstrates 
commitment to high 
standards of ethical, 
respectful, 
compassionate, reliable, 
and responsible behaviors 
in all settings, and 
recognizes and addresses 
lapses in behavior 

Commonly demonstrates 
compassion, respect, 
honesty and ethical 
practices 
 
Meets obligations in a 
reliable and timely 
manner 
 
Recognizes and 
addresses lapses in 
behavior 

Understand and practice 
the behaviors of an 
ethical, respectful, 
compassionate, reliable, 
and responsible 
physician. 
 

None 

Interpersonal & 
Communication Skills 
Demonstrates effective 
listening, written and oral 
communication skills with 
patients, peers, faculty 
and other health care 
professionals in the 
classroom, research, and 
patient care settings 

Uses effective written 
and oral communication 
in clinical, research, and 
classroom settings 
 
Demonstrates effective 
communication with 
patients using a patient-
centered approach 
 
Effectively communicates 
knowledge as well as 
uncertainties 

Understand and 
demonstrate effective 
communication skills for 
learning and clinical 
practice environments. 
 

None 

Research & Scholarship 
Demonstrates knowledge 
and skills required to 
interpret, critically 
evaluate, and conduct 
research 

Analyzes and effectively 
critiques a broad range of 
research papers 
 
Demonstrates ability to 
generate a research 
hypothesis and formulate 
questions to test the 
hypothesis 
 
Demonstrates ability to 
initiate, complete and 
explain his/her research 

Analyze, critique and 
present research studies 
from the primary 
literature. 
 

None  
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5. In the grid below, please list the specific course changes you made this year
based on last year’s report.

What changes were made in 
2021-22? 

How did the changes work? What would you like to change 
next year 2022-23? 

General: 
The block transitioned from 
remote delivery in AY 2020-21 
back to in-person delivery due 
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Mark Jackson, Ph.D. (Cancer 
Biology) resigned from the 
Design Team in January 2021 
but agreed to continue as a 
lecturer. Fortunately, we had 
recruited another DT member 
with Cancer expertise, Jennifer 
Yoest, M.D. in October 2020 

Dr. Yoest quickly become a 
valuable contributor to the 
discussions in Design Team 
meetings. 
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The lecture on the use of high 
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video views over time showed a dramatic increase at the end of the block, indicating that 
students were attempting to compensate for not keeping up throughout the block. 

In recent years, we have noticed an even more dramatic decline in attendance at our Clinical 
and Basic Science Correlation (CBC) series, which are not recorded but provide important 
opportunities for students to observe doctor-patient relationships and learn about important 
clinical research being conducted by members of the Block 2 Design Team. The trend 
culminated this year with zero students signing up for the final session, which was canceled.  As 
Block 2 CBCs have been scheduled from 12:10 - 1:00 on Wednesday for many years and 
generally attracted around a third of the class, we undertook an investigation to ascertain what 
had changed. 

The view that the advent of IPE marked a transition from students viewing Block 2 as 
challenging to increasing numbers feeling overwhelmed is supported by comments received 
during Student Feedback sessions.  

While this advice might be sound for later blocks, which are more IQ-centric, it is 
misguided for Block 2, in which the basic science disciplines, especially Cell and Developmental 
Biology, are taught almost exclusively in lecture format. The Molecular Biology lectures are 
augmented by Active Learning sessions that students are required to attend. Because the ALTs 
were designed in collaboration with instructors from Genetics and the sessions included 
facilitators from both disciplines, they helped students appreciate complementarity between 
the two disciplines. 

To combat the problems described in the preceding paragraphs, we will adopt a multi-faceted 
strategy suggested by a series of emails exchanged with Dr. Colleen Croniger a few weeks ago. 
Dr. Croniger pointed out that the so-called “Integration Week” immediately preceding the Block 
7, Block 2, and NBME practice exams, which is largely devoid of scheduled activities, is unique to 
this block. A longitudinal comparison of Block 2 schedules revealed that Integration Week came 
into being in 2017, the year that the activity that had been scheduled in Block 2 Week 10 since 
the inception of the WR2 curriculum, Clinical Immersion, was discontinued. Although the 
rationale, that CI was not very valuable to students at such an early stage of their medical 
education, seems sound, only a small fraction of the time it previously occupied was filled by 
end of block review sessions. Until 2017, Ealevt 





 15 

these changes will improve students’ 



16 

Inter-block coordination: 
A “summit” focusing on epigenetic 
mechanisms will be convened during the 
week of February 14 by Dr. Oliver 
Schirokauer. Block 1 will be represented by is 
Leader and Co-Leader, Drs. Karen Mulloy and 
Kimberly Gifford, as well as Dr. Schirokauer. In 
addition to Dr. Wise, Block 2 will be 
represented by Dr. Ron Conlon, who will take 
the lead because his scientific expertise as 
well as the material he teaches in Block 2 is 
more relevant. The need for inter-block 
coordination on this topic is an outgrowth of a 
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1��. Response to PEAC Report
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No new recommendations from PEAC have been received since the report referenced in the 
2018 Block 2 Action Plan. 

������ Academic Productivity

Nothing to report.
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developing a version that we believe will stand the test of time.
Second, we want to express our sincere gratitude to the past and present members of the Block��
2 Design Team for their dedication to continuously improving the content and delivery of the��
block. We are also grateful to the other faculty members who contributed to the block in��various 
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were pleased that she adopted our suggestion to include separate lines for “synchronous” and��
“asynchronous” views of the recorded lectures (but see below).
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