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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

Admitted to Practice, District of Columbia Bar, 1989; U.S. Supreme Court Bar, 1998 

 

Case Western Reserve University School of  Law, 

mailto:Michael.Scharf@Case.edu
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U.S. Department of  State, Off ice of  the Legal Adviser, Washington, D.C. 

Attorney-Adviser for United Nations Affairs  (1991-1993) 

   Attorney-Adviser for Law Enforcement and Intelligence (1989-1991) 

Member of the United States Delegation to the U.N. General Assembly  

and U.N. Human Rights Commission 

 

U.S. Court of  Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit , Jacksonville, FL, 1988-1989 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXaVVo7kGiA


3 

 

 

Received 2005 Case Western Reserve University School of Law Alumni Association 

 “Distinguished Teacher of  the Year Award”  

 

Nominated for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize by Six Governments and the Chief 

Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone for assisting in the prosecution of 

Slobodan Milosevic, Charles Taylor, and Saddam Hussein 

 

For work as Rapporteur of the ABA Task Force for Reforming the U.N. Human 

Rights Commission, awarded the 2005 “ABA Outstanding Policy  

Initiative Award”  

 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE? (Rowman Littlefield, 2002) awarded the International Association of 

Penal Law, American Nat’l Section’s 2003 Book o
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 American Association of  Law Schools  

  Elected to serve on the Executive Committee of the Deans’ Section (2021-2024) 

 

 American Bar Association 

  Co-Chair of the New Dean’s Workshop (2022). 

 

 The International Journal of  Ethical Leadership  

 Executive Editor-in-Chief (since 2012) 

 

International Law Students Association 

Chairman of the Board of Directors (2001-2004 and 2010-2011), co-author of the 

1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, and 2008 Jessup International Law Moot Court Problems 

 

American Society of  International Law  

Counselor and Member of Executive Council (2021-2024, 2009-2011) 

Co-Chair of the ASIL Midyear Meeting (2020) 

Co-Chair of the 2008 Annual Meeting Program Committee (2007-2008) 

Co-Chair of the Hague Joint Conference Program Committee (2007-2008) 

 

American Bar Association 

 Co-Chair, International Legal Education Committee (2009-2010) 

Rapporteur, Task Force for Reforming U.N. Human Rights Commission (2004-05) 

Council Member-at-Large, International Law Section (2004-05) 

Chairman of the International Institutions Committee of the International 

 Law Section (1998-2001) 

Member of the Task Force on the International Tribunal to Adjudicate War  

Crimes Committed in the Former Yugoslavia (1993-1996)  
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International Journal of  Human Rights Law , Advisory Board Member (since 2008) 

 

Leiden Journal of  International Law , Advisory Board Editor (since 2002) 

 

Carolina Academic Press , Advisory Board Member (since 2000) 

 

EDUCATION AND ACADEMIC HONORS 

 

Duke University School of Law , Durham, N.C. 

Received Juris Doctor Degree, High Honors , May 1988 

Order of  the Coif  (top 10 percent) 

Law & Contemporary Problems, Project Editor, "Vice" Issue (Vol. 51:1)  

Moot Court: Received Best Brief  Award in Dean's Cup Moot Court 

 

Duke University , Durham, N.C. 
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  Genugten) 

 ENEMY OF THE STATE: INSIDE THE TRIAL OF SADDAM HUSSEIN (St. Martin’s Press, 

2008) (with M. Newton); reprinted as a Special Edition for the Notable Trials 

Library with a new introduction by Alan M. Dersowitz (2014). 
 THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW: E
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Accelerated Formation of Customary International Law, 20 ILSA JOURNAL OF 

INTERNATIONAL & COMPARATIVE Law305-341(2014) 

Forced Marriage as a Separate Crime against Humanity, in THE SIERRA LEONE 

SPECIAL COURT AND ITS LEGACY:
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SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. PROCEEDINGS OF THE 91ST ANNUAL 

MEETING, 437-441 (1998). 

International Decisions: Prosecutor v. Tadic, 91 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 

INTERNATIONAL LAW 718-721 (1997). 

Bringing War Criminals to Justice: Obligations, Options, Recommendations 
(University of Dayton's Center for International Programs, 1997). 
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GLOBE, Feb. 10, 2001, at A15.  

Indicted for War Crimes, Then What, WASHINGTON POST, Oct. 3, 1999, at B-1. 

War Criminals Must be Prosecuted, THE BOSTON HERALD, July 3, 1999, at 5. 

U.S. Could Have Justified War Acts, THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL, June 7, 

1999, at A-30. 

Indict Serbia's Milosevic for Crimes Against Humanity, INTERNATIONAL 

  HERALD TRIBUNE, March 21, 1988. 

Bridging the Taiwan Strait, THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, DEC, 3, 

 1997, at 20. 

International Justice: Luring Out Humanity's Dark Side, THE BOSTON GLOBE, 

Dec. 1, 1996, at D12.  

 

AMICUS BRIEFS (LEAD AUTHOR) 

Amicus Brief about The Hague Child Abduction Convention, Golan v. Saada, U.S. 

Supreme Court (2022).  
Amicus Brief about the insanity defense, Prosecutor v. Ongwen, International 

Criminal Court, Appeals Chamber (2021), made in-person Amicus Argument 

at the ICC in The Hague (2022). 
Amicus Brief about attacks against hospitals following end of combat, Prosecutor v. 

Bosco Ntaganda, International Criminal Court, Appeals Chamber (2020). 
Amicus Brief about detention of Uighurs at Guantanamo Bay, Kiyemba v. Obama, 

U.S. Supreme Court (2009). 


