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In a year of tumult, one thing remained 
steady: Case Western Reserve 
University’s international law program 
earned top ratings from national 
publications. 

Among the reasons for highlighting 
our program: the Frederick K. Cox 
International Law Center’s $4 million 
endowment—one of the largest in 
the nation; our adaptability amid the 
pandemic to support our students (see 
p. 6); and an analysis of our academic 
strongholds, including concentrations, 
clinics, externships, journals, moot court 
success and more.

CWRU’s 
international 
law program 
earns top 
rankings

When the fledgling International Criminal Court Mock Trial 
Competition foundered a decade ago, Case Western Reserve 
University School of Law Co-Dean Michael Scharf jumped into 
action, co-founding the International Criminal Court Moot Court 
Competition in The Hague, along with Leiden University School 
of Law Professor and Grotius Center Director Carsten Stahn. 

Since then, the competition has thrived—growing to include 
participants from 95 universities from 50 countries and earning 
sponsorship from the International Bar Association (IBA).

In recognition of his “extraordinary work” with the competition, 
the IBA presented Scharf with a leadership award, recognizing his creativity, energy, and 
expertise in writing the ICC Moot Court Problems and Bench Memos. Mark Ellis, executive 
director of the IBA, said the association wouldn’t have entered into the new partnership, which 
includes naming rights for the competition, if not for Scharf’s leadership as chair of the Board 
of Advisors.

The award comes just months after Scharf was voted president-elect of the American branch 
of the International Law Association, the international non-governmental organization 
involved in developing and restating international law.

Scharf has three decades of leadership in the American branch, which is among the oldest 
and largest of the association’s 63 branches. He served nearly 10 years as its vice president 
and member of its board of directors, twice chaired International Law Weekend—its annual 
three-day conference in New York City that brings together 2,000 academics, practitioners and 
students—and organized three regional meetings at Case Western Reserve. 

Scharf will serve as president-elect until 2022, when he will succeed Professor Leila Sadat of 





The pandemic-induced proliferation of 
Zoom meetings spurred a new international 
connection: Case Western Reserve 
University School of Law faculty members 
recently met virtually with a team of Thai 
human rights experts, through a discussion 
organized by the U.S. Department of State 
International Visitor Leadership Program 
and the Cleveland Council on World Affairs.

Using simultaneous translation, the 
conversation centered on best practices to 
protect the human rights of marginalized 
communities and indigenous people 
in Thailand, including issues of mass 
detention, mistreatment and expulsion from 
national parks. 

“Hearing about the Thai lawyers’ dedicated 
efforts to surmount discriminatory 
government practices as well as rule of law 

challenges was incredibly illuminating and 
humbling,” said Avidan Cover, associate 
dean and director of the Institute for Global 

Security Law & Policy. “We look forward 
to a sustained dialogue and potential 
partnership on these issues.”

1977 graduate John F. Sopko was sworn in 
as Special Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction on July 2, 2012. Almost 
a decade later, he continues to serve in 
the position, overseeing the largest aid 
program since the Marshall Plan. This year, 
the U.S. withdrew most of its troops from 
Afghanistan, but the aid continues—and, 
with it, the mismanagement that Sopko and 
his team continue to combat. 

“We have spent more money in Afghanistan 
on reconstruction than we did on the entire 
Marshall Plan to rebuild all of Europe after 
WWII—over $136 billion,” Sopko said. “My 
job—and the job of my nearly 200 auditors, 
investigators, analysts and engineers—is 
to protect that money from fraud, waste 
and abuse and ultimately improve the way 
our government does development work in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere around the globe.”

Prior to his appointment to the Inspector 
General position by President Barack Obama, 
Sopko served as a federal prosecutor, counsel 
to several congressional committees, and a 
partner at a large Washington, D.C., law firm.

“But this is the most interesting job I have 
ever had,” he said. “I’m not stationed in 
Afghanistan, but I try to travel there at least 
four times a year for anywhere from a week 
to two weeks visiting my staff, meeting 
with our government officials as well as the 
president of Afghanistan and other Afghan 
government, business and civil society 
representatives.”

In the nine years since he was appointed 
inspector general, Sopko and his team have 
uncovered a great deal of fraud. “Our criminal 
investigators have conducted nearly 1,100 
investigations, made 129 arrests and secured 
147 guilty pleas and convictions,” Sopko 
said. “Their work has resulted in $1.6 billion 
in criminal fines, restitutions, forfeitures, 
civil settlements, and other savings and 
recoveries for the government.”

In addition, his team has issued more 
than 600 audits and other reports, made 
more than 1,000 recommendations to 
U.S. government agencies, and identified 

more than $1.4 billion in savings to the U.S. 
taxpayer just from their audits.

Sopko said the most important lesson 



Immigration Law
�3  Austin Fragomen (’68) 





2004
Cox Center creates the 
International Humanitarian 
Award for Advancing 
Global Justice; UN Under-
Secretary General for Legal 
Affairs Hans Corell is the 
inaugural recipient.

2005
Cox Center War Crimes Research 
program, in association with the 
Public International Law and Policy 
Group, is nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize by the chief prosecutor 
of the Special Court for Sierra 
Leone for its work, which led to the 
successful prosecution of Liberian 
President Charles Taylor.

2007
CWRU approves semester-
long foreign internships 
at international tribunals. 
That same year, CWRU 
adds three specialized LLM 
degree programs. 

2008
CWRU wins the World 
Championship of the Jessup 
International Law Moot 
Court competition.

2012
CWRU becomes the only 
law school with its own 
talk radio show when it 
debuts “Talking Foreign 
Policy” radio program, 
hosted by Michael Scharf, 
on WCPN, Cleveland’s NPR 
station. 

2009
CWRU launches fundraising 
initiative resulting in an 
endowment for internship 
support in honor of the late 
Henry King (1918-2009), a 
CWRU professor and former 
Nuremberg prosecutor. 

2011
CWRU Jessup Team wins the 
Baxter Award for best brief in 
the worldwide competition. 
The Cox Center develops a 
Human Rights Documentary 
Film Series, which brings 
in filmmakers to lead 
discussions of the films.

2019



On June 1, 2021, United States President Joseph R. Biden Jr. issued 
a proclamation declaring June National Immigrant Heritage Month, 
encouraging reflection on the stories of “courageous families who 
ventured here—be it centuries ago, or just this year—from every part 
of the world to seek new possibilities and help to forge our nation.”  

One family to make such a journey was that of Aleksandar Cuic, 
adjunct professor of law and director of the Immigration Clinic at the 
Milton A. Kramer Law Clinic Center since 2017. Originally from Serbia 
(the former Yugoslavia), Cuic’s parents immigrated to the United 
States in 1970, first settling in New Jersey and then in Cleveland as 
they found jobs in slaughterhouses and factories to give their three 
children better opportunities. Eventually, they opened their own 
business.  

The youngest of his siblings, Cuic describes his journey to a career in 
immigration law as serendipitous—the result of degrees in Russian 
language and international business, an MBA and a JD paired with 
well-timed career opportunities. 

Now, he’s working with clients as a partner at Brown Immigration 
Law in Cleveland—while also shaping the next generation of 
immigration lawyers at the School of Law. For nearly a decade, Cuic 
and his students in the law school’s Immigration Law Clinic have 
been on the frontlines of the battle for human rights in America’s 
immigration courts. 

This spring, they scored a major victory.

A client from Trinidad & Tobago had been ordered removed by an 
immigration judge in Detroit; the client, rendered homeless due to 



students and foreign legal professionals. Before 
joining the School of Law in 2019, she practiced 
immigration law in private practice.  

Avidan Y. Cover
Professor of Law; Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs; Director, Institute for Global Security 
Law and Policy (teaches International Law and 
International Human Rights Law)

Avidan Cover previously 
served as senior counsel in 
Human Rights First’s U.S. 
Law & Security Program. 
This past year, Cover and his 
students submitted 
complaints to the United 
Nations Special Procedures 

concerning United States local police 
departments mistreatment of medics at 
anti-police brutality protests (see p. 8) and the 
Chinese government’s arbitrary arrests and 
detention of Uyghur citizens. 

Aleksandar Cuic
Adjunct Professor of Law and Director of 



Gregory P. Noone
Adjunct Professor of Law (teaches International 
Humanitarian Law)

Gregory P. Noone, PhD, JD, is 
the director of the Fairmont 
State University National 
Security and Intelligence 
Program and a professor of 
political science and law. 
Noone is a retired United 
States Navy captain and has 

served as the commanding officer of the Navy 
JAG International and Operational Law reserve 
unit, as the commanding officer of the DIILS 
reserve unit, as well as the director of the 
Department of Defense’s Periodic Review 
Secretariat. Noone is the co-author of the widely 
used textbook International Law and Armed 
Conflict (Aspen / Wolters Kluwer Publishing, 2nd 
edition, 2019). Since 2020, he has been executive 
director of the Public International Law & Policy 
Group, a Nobel Peace Prize-nominated NGO.

Douglas Pilawa
Adjunct Professor of Law (teaches International 
Arbitration)

After several years working 
in global supply chain and 



Among our recent international law events (available for free Ohio CLE credit):
	 • �Climate Change and The Arctic: Profound 

Disruption, Uncertain Impact
	 • �Prosecuting Starvation Crimes in Yemen’s 

Civil War
	 • Awash in Blood: The Blackwater Pardons
	 • �The United States and Canada: Outlook for 

Bilateral Relations in 2021
	 • Fifth Trade Law Fall Update
	 • �2020 American Society of International Law 

Midyear Meeting*
	 • �Planting the Seeds of Violence: How U.S. 

Involvement in El Salvador Led to Today’s 
Migration Crisis

	 • �From Cleveland to Chief of Protocol: Lessons 
on Diplomacy, Protocol, and Soft Power

	 • �A State-Provincial Approach to Harmful Algal 
Blooms in the Great Lakes Basin: Possibilities 
and Pitfalls

	 • �Should the United States back Mauritian 
sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelagos?

	 • �Nazi Laws: From Democracy to Dictatorship 
to Genocide

	 • �Corruption: A Threat to the Rule of Law and 
Sustainable Peace in Afghanistan

	 • �The Syria Conflict’s Impact on International 
Law: An Online Roundtable Discussion

And more are on the way in 2021–22—both in person and broadcast online.

Visit case.edu/law/our-school/events-lectures to see past and upcoming lectures.

That’s about THREE TIMES the number who attended in-person events in years past.

Diplomatic tendencies
George Kamanda is a man 
on a mission: to improve 
the lives of individuals in his 
home country, Sierra Leone.




