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ABOUT THE LAW-MEDICINE CENTER 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law was the first in the country to 
create a health law program. The field of health law effectively began with the 
creation of the Law-Medicine Center in 1953. Our 9th-ranked health law program 
offers students a unique opportunity to play a pivotal role in emerging areas of law. 
Students engage with faculty in researching legal, ethical and policy issues raised by 
advances in human genetics, electronic medical records, biomedical research, novel 
threats to public health, new reproductive technologies and historic changes in the 
regulation of government and private health care programs.

Outstanding campus resources support the health law program. Case Western 
Reserve University is a leading research university, with a top-25 medical school, 
and renowned health policy and bioethics programs. Collaborations with peers from 
our graduate schools of medicine, social sciences and management include shared 
courses, lectures, symposia and research teams.

The law school is close to two of the nation’s best hospitals — Cleveland Clinic and 
University Hospitals — where opportunities to work and learn in hospital legal 
environments are steps away.

The original logo for the Law-Medicine Center, 
the nation’s first health law program.

Published twice a year, each issue of 
Health Matrix includes articles by 
major scholars, along with student 

notes, written under the supervision of a 
faculty member. 

One issue each year is a symposium on 
a significant health law topic, such as 
reproductive rights, newborn screening, 
bioterrorism, health care reform, regulating 
germ line genetic engineering, health care  
and tax exemption and barriers to health  
care access. 

Students are selected for the journal based 
on their grades and a writing competition. 
Once chosen to be associate editors, 
students complete a major research paper, 
while providing research support to the 
journal’s executive board. Through the 
Health Matrix Notes program, students work 
closely with the journal’s faculty advisor 
to develop their papers, which may be 
submitted for publication. Approximately 50 
percent of the students’ notes are selected 
for publication by the journal’s staff, and 
one note is designated “Note of the Year,” 
an award that carries a cash prize. Student 
notes recently published in the journal cover 
a wide range of topics, including regulation of 
opioids by the Food and Drug Administration, 
Medical Marijuana and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and treatment for 
transsexual inmates in prison.

Examples of Recent Health Matrix Topics:
Affordable Care Act
Health Care for Death Row Inmates
Privacy in Health Care
Adult Stem Cell Regulations
Defamation and Physician-Review Websites

Nanotechnology
Regulation of Advertisements to Combat   
    Childhood Obesity 
Prenatal Genetic Testing
Health Care and Illegal Immigrants
Defining Intellectual Disability

Student Health Law Association
SHLA is dedicated to the professional 
development of students, faculty and alumni 
of the law school in the area of health care 
law. It is further committed to education, 
public discourse and critical analysis of 
matters related to health care law and policy. 
Each year, SHLA presents lectures, workshops 
and symposia to provide continuing education 
on health care issues, and organizes health 
law career development workshops and 
professional outreach programs.

Members of the Student Health Law 
Association pursue activities that promote 
professional development in all areas of 
health law. Activities include sponsoring 
lectures, workshops and symposia, 
organizing health law career development 
workshops and outreach programs, 
cosponsoring service and charitable events 
with other student groups, and representing 
the concerns of students interested in 
health law within the law school community. 
Sponsored by the Law-Medicine Center, 
SHLA members have the opportunity to 
network with professionals at bi-monthly 
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association 
Health Care Law Council luncheon meetings, 
where they hear health law experts discuss 
various aspects of their practice.

Health Matrix: Journal of Law-Medicine
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JD/MA (Bioethics)
The Department of Bioethics at the School of Medicine 
offers an MA in Bioethics, which focuses on the ethical, 
cultural and policy dimensions of health care, 
technology and the life sciences. The three or three 
and 1/2 year program emphasizes the interdisciplinary 
and inter-professional nature of the field, and includes 
a significant clinical component. This program provides 
excellent preparation for students who wish to 
practice or have academic careers in health care law.

JD/MPH (Public Health)
Offered by the Schools of Medicine and Graduate 
Studies, the MPH degree provides students with the 
broad base of knowledge and skills necessary for the 
field of public health. Students in the four-year dual 
degree program have opportunities to apply what they 
learn to community health problems. 

JD/MD (Medicine)
This six-year program allows students to study at Case 
Western Reserve University School of Medicine, one of 
the finest in the country. Participants may begin their 
studies at the law or medical school, and complete two 
years at the host school before continuing study at the 
other school. 

JD/MS (Biochemistry)
The School of Medicine offers an MS program in 
biochemistry, designed to provide students with 
knowledge of the latest advancements in 
biochemistry and related fields. This four-year 
program is generally used by students who have a 
scientific background and an interest in patent law as 
reflected in intellectual property.

JD/MSSA (Social Work)
Consistently ranked at one of the top ten schools of 
social work in the country, the Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences offers a combination of 
extensive field education and academic study at a 
major university. Four-year dual degree students may 
choose from a variety of curricular concentrations, 
including a Health Concentration and Mental Health 
Concentration.

JD/MBA (Health Management) 
Students may pursue an MBA degree from 
Weatherhead School of Management in addition to 
their law degree. The program is designed for 
individuals who want to specialize in the legal, 
contractual and governmental aspects of 
management. Those interested in health law may 
complete a concentration in Health Systems 
Management by taking twelve credit hours from a list 
of eligible courses focused on the topic, of which nine 
hours may be counted toward the MBA.
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Alumni Spotlight:The Law-Medicine Center offers summer 
stipends for students interested in a 
career in health law. Students research 

and apply for an unpaid (or nominally paid) 
summer health law position at public interest 
organizations or in government and sometimes 
abroad. Students then apply for a Law-Medicine 
summer internship stipend to cover living and 
travel expenses.

Awards, announced in the spring, have 
enabled students to work for a wide variety of 
organizations, including:

• �U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services,  
Office of Inspector General (HHS OIG)

• �American Association for Advancement  
of Science (AAAS)

• �U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

• �University Hospitals, General Counsel’s Office

• �National Indian Health Board

• �Tennessee Department of Mental Health & 
Developmental Disabilities

• �Ministry of Legal Affairs (Roseau, Dominica, 
West Indies)

• �Vermont Medical Society

• �SPARC: Society for the Protection & Rights of 
the Child (Lahore, Pakistan)

• �Physicians for Reproductive Choice & Health

• �Northwest Community Hospital

• �Senator Herb Kohl (D-WI) and the Special 
Committee on Aging

The Telly Awards has named Case Western Reserve University School of Law as a 
Bronze winner in the 36th Annual Telly Awards for its health law video. There were 
nearly 12,000 entries from all 50 states and numerous countries. 

The video depicts the law school’s top-ranked health law program. It includes 
interviews with numerous students and young alumni who discuss their 
experiences in their program and their ability to find jobs in the field of health law. 

The Telly Awards was founded in 1979 and is the premier award honoring 
outstanding local, regional and cable TV commercials and programs, the finest video 
and film productions and online commercials, video and films. Winners represent 
the best work of the most respected advertising agencies, production companies, 
television stations, cable operators, and corporate video departments in the world.

View the video at law.case.edu/centers/Law-Med

Matt Herndon, ‘92, leads the Legal, Compliance and Internal Audit, and 
Human Resources departments of the Boston Medical Center HealthNet 
Plan. He is responsible for all corporate legal affairs, including advising 
the organization on legal and corporate governance issues, supervising 
outside counsel and reviewing contractual arrangements. He also 
oversees administration of the MassHealth, Health Connector, and New 
Hampshire Medicaid contracts as well as general government affairs.  

Case Western Reserve health  
law video wins Telly Award 

Matt Herndon, Chief Legal Officer of 
Boston Medical Center HealthNet Plan



all her efforts in organizing the symposium 
along with Diana Hortsch, senior director of 
the Law School Initiative of the New 
York-based Center for Reproductive Rights.

“The topic has been much in the news of 
late,” Scharf said in his introductory remarks. 
“Of course, everyone here has heard of the 
Hobby Lobby case (Burwell v. Hobby Lobby 
Stores, Inc.), which dealt with employers’ 
rights to avoid covering contraception for 
employees under the Affordable Care Act, a 
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Law-Medicine Center conference explores  
“The Rhetoric of Reproduction” Continued from page 1

Goodwin also told the symposium audience 
that there have been more anti-abortion bills 
in the past three years than in the past three 
decades. “The continued battles over abortion 
crowds out what I would call the broader 
legal sphere of pregnancy and the social and 
political challenges experienced by women 
who seek to carry pregnancies to term, 
particularly for poor women and women  
of color,” she said.

Panelists considered complex legal questions, 
including whether reproductive rights are 
best conceptualized as an aspect of privacy, 
liberty or equality. They also explored 
abortion restrictions, especially as they  
affect women of color.

One panel examined the ways in which 
parenthood, sex and reproduction are 
constructed in popular and legal discourse.  
A second panel’s focus was on race and 
reproduction, in particular whether laws 
pertaining to reproductive healthcare 
marginalize minority women.

The third panel focused on abortion 
regulations, such as requirements that 
abortion providers have admitting privileges 
to nearby hospitals. This panel looked at 
litigation about what a state must show to 
justify its interest in women’s health. It 
explored the ways this rationale has led  to 
political and legal success for abortion 
opponents.

Case Western Reserve University School of 
Law Dean Michael Scharf thanked Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs B. Jessie Hill for 
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Hospital externships offered by the Law-
Medicine Center allow students to gain 
hands-on, experiential learning in a 

top hospital legal environment, while earning 
course credit. The highly selective externships 
are with Cleveland’s top hospital systems: 
University Hospitals, MetroHealth System 
and Summa Health System.

“The Law-Medicine Center is located in a 
first-rate market for hospital care,” says 
Professor Max Mehlman. “These externships 
foster collaboration between the law school 
and outstanding medical institutions, and 
the work experience will make our students 
more marketable.” 

In addition to hospital externships, students 
gain real health law experience through our 
health law clinic.

We were one of the first law schools in the 
country to start a clinical program. We 
opened to the community over 45 years ago, 
a long-standing history that demonstrates 
our commitment to clients, to the highest-
quality representation and to excellence in 
education. Our clinic is a law firm within the 
law school and is staffed with eight full-time 
faculty members who have years of practice 
experience themselves. Our clinic handles 
more than 100 cases per year for a total of 

Students gain real health law experience 

approximately 16,000 hours of pro bono  
legal work. 

The clinic experience allows third-year 
students to apply skills they have developed 
in their course work to cases for real clients. 
Health Law Clinic students represent children 
and adults in Social Security disability claims, 
guardianships concerning incompetence, 
access to health care, special education for 
children with disabilities and other health and 
disability law-related issues in administrative 
and court proceedings. This year, students 
will also represent veterans regarding VA 
disability benefits and participate in a pilot 
medical-legal partnership with nationally-
ranked University Hospitals.

Each student takes primary responsibility for 
his/her caseload, serving as first chair at all 
hearings, trials and negotiations. On any 
given day of the week in the clinic, you may 
find students conducting an examination of  
a medical expert in a social security disability 
claim, drafting an advanced health care 
directive for an ailing client or seeking to 
obtain insurance coverage for a client. 
Students can also be trained and certified  
as level two Long Term Care Ombudsmen. 
Certified students go to nursing homes to 
investigate complaints, monitor compliance 
with legal requirements and participate in 
administrative appeals. 

“We’re doing a service for the clients who 
might not have the opportunity to have an 
attorney work on their case and give it as 
much time as the students do. You can 
really tell that it’s appreciated by the  
judges and other attorneys…The real life 
experience you’re getting is so beneficial.” 

– Victoria Roberts ’15

Bob Joondeph, ‘76, Executive Director of 
Disability Rights Oregon, served as the guest 
speaker for the inaugural Maxwell J. Mehlman 

Lecture in November 2014, established in honor 
of Distinguished University Professor and Law-
Medicine Center Director Max Mehlman. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
specifically mentions health services as an area in 
which discrimination stubbornly persists. From 
inception to demise, individuals with disabilities 
continue to pose fundamental questions regarding 
the value and quality of life, personal autonomy, 
economic incentives and even the purpose of health 
care. This lecture explored how core values of the 
disability rights movement have influenced medical 
ethics, decision-making and health care reform.

The second annual Mehlman Lecture, “The Role of 
Lawyers in Building a Culture of Health,” will be held 
at Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
on October 8, 2015. The guest speaker is Katherine 
Hatton, ‘80, Vice President, General Counsel and 
Secretary, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 

Inaugural Maxwell J. Mehlman Lecture 
explores ADA’s impact

(Left to Right) Dean Michael Scharf; Bob Joondeph, ‘76, Executive Director of 
Disability Rights Oregon; Professor Max Mehlman; and Dean Jessica Berg.
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They are all  part of the network of Case Western Reserve law alumni 
who help our students obtain internships and jobs in the field of health law. 

What do a  
    medical defense lawyer and partner of Roetzel & Andress, 
    associate at Hogan Lovells, and health care group lawyer 	
    and partner of Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease have in 

common? 

Ingrid Kinkoph-Zajac, ‘96
Partner, Roetzel & Andress

Specializes in medical defense; 
litigation; and health, drugs and 

pharmacy law 

Ali Lakhani, ‘13
Associate, Hogan Lovells 

Advises clients on regulatory compliance 
issues arising under Medicare, Medicaid 

and other programs

Matthew Albers, ‘00
Partner, Vorys, Sater, 
Seymour and Pease

Member of the Health Care Group, 
focusing on health care mergers 

and acquisitions
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DiBlasio, ’12, serves as healthcare policy 
advisor for Congressman
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Bioethics & the Law

Civil Law & Psychiatry

Criminal Law & Psychiatry

Disability Law

FDA Law

FDA Law Seminar

Genetics and the Law

Health Care & the Constitution

Health Care Transactions

Health Law I & II

Health Law Clinic I & II

Health Matrix

Health Matrix Notes Seminar

Hospital and Physician Organization Law

Medical Malpractice

Public Health Law & Ethics

Reproductive Rights Seminar

Research Ethics & Regulation

Research Ethics & Regulation Seminar

Scientific Evidence

The Health Law JD Curriculum

Students can also draw from a 
number of related courses within the 
broader law school curriculum. 

Administrative Law

Antitrust Law

Business Associations

Constitutional Law II

Evidence

Insurance

Intellectual Property

Legislation

Nonprofit Organizations Law

Advanced Nonprofit Organizations 
Seminar

Patent Law

Products Liability

Pretrial Practice—Medical Malpractice

Torts Theory

Trial Tactics

Workers’ Compensation

The health law curriculum is highly interdisciplinary and considers issues from 
ethical, legal, social and public policy perspectives. Our program can accommodate 
the interests of students who wish to focus on health law, or even a subspecialty 

within health law. Subspecialities include corporate health law, medical malpractice, 
health care regulation, health care law and policy and bioethics. However, students 
need not declare an area of specialization. Following foundational courses in the first 
year, students can choose from a variety of specialized health law courses.

A
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Named as one of 
the top 14 “Health 
Care Movers & 
Shakers” of 2014 
by American 
Healthline, 
Professor 
Jonathan Adler 
gave talks around 

the country and appeared in major 
media outlets as a result of his 
involvement in King v. Burwell, a high 
stakes challenge to Affordable Care 
Act implementation that reached 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Professor 
Adler’s position did not prevail, but 
his scholarship transformed the legal 
debate over the ACA. 

Professor Adler’s research, including a 
co-authored article in the law school’s 
own Health Matrix: Journal of 
Law-Medicine, prompted the initial 
challenge. As King and its companion 
cases moved through the courts, he 
submitted amicus briefs and 
frequently provided updates and 
commentary on the Volokh 
Conspiracy blog hosted at 
washingtonpost.com, in addition to 
op-ed contributions in USA Today and 
The Wall Street Journal.

His research extends well beyond the 
Affordable Care Act, however. 
Professor Adler continues to speak 
and publish in other areas, including 
environmental law, constitutional law 
and regulatory policy. His work is also 
widely cited in law reviews and print 
media. 

Professor 
Adler named 
top ‘mover 
& shaker’ in 
health care

Alum Charlie W. Fields 
brings health law expertise 
to role as general counsel

Charlie W. Fields, ’02, has brought years 
of health law and policy education 
and experience in his current role as 

general counsel and senior vice president of 
regulatory affairs and human resources at 
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Cleveland is both a major law center 
and a major center of health care and 
medical research. Downtown, home 

to MetroHealth Medical Center and most 
of the region’s major law firms — including 
some of the largest firms in the nation 
— is a 15-minute drive from campus. 
Many medical facilities are even closer. 
University Hospitals-Case Medical Center is 
headquartered on our campus. The Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation and the Cleveland Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center are just minutes away. 
The proximity of these teaching hospitals is 
critical to the Law-Medicine Center, as both 
students and faculty are exposed to the real 
world of health care. Thus, the health law 
curriculum includes on-site experience and 
intensive contact with providers and patients.

University Circle 
Our law school resides in University Circle,  
a fast-growing modern community rich in 
arts and culture and one of the largest 
concentrations of educational, cultural and 
health care institutions in the world. We are 
a short walk away from the city’s best 
attractions. The Cleveland Museum of Art, 
Cleveland Orchestra, Cleveland Botanical 

Cleveland: A top city for health care

Gardens and the Museum of Contemporary 
Art are all steps away from our door. With 
all this and much more, it’s no surprise that 
Cleveland was named among the top 15 
destinations to see by L.A. Times, among 
the best 50 places to travel in the world by 
Travel + Leisure, and #21 places to visit in 
the world by New York Times. But living 
here? It’s even better.

American Hospital Association
Health care is in our roots, and it’s woven 
into our city’s history. The American Hospital 
Association (AHA), an organization that 
represents and serves health care 
institutions, patients and communities, was 

founded in Cleveland in 1898. The AHA is a 
national entity made up of nearly 5,000 
hospitals, health care systems, networks, 
health care providers and 43,000 individuals. 
AHA advocates on a national scale for its 
members’ perspectives and needs in national 
policy developments, legislation, regulations 
and judicial matters. 

Beginning of Forensic Medicine
The Law-Medicine Center first began with 
forensic medicine in mind. It was founded by 
Dr. Samuel Gerber, a coroner with a national 
reputation as a forensic professional; Dr. 
Alan Moritz, a forensic pathologist from 
Harvard University; and Oliver Schroeder, a 
young law professor just beginning his long 
and very distinguished career. Established 
within the law school with Professor 
Schroeder as director, the Center offered 
classes in forensic sciences to law and 
medical students, police officers, coroners, 
prosecutors, judges and practicing attorneys. 
Since then, we’ve shifted our focus from 
forensics to professional education and the 
intersection of law and medicine in the 
future, shaping our curriculum and faculty 
research into what it is today.

Why choose health law at Case Western Reserve University?
The Law-Medicine Center works closely with the School of Medicine, Weatherhead School of Management, the Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences, the Center for Policy Studies and the nursing, dental and graduate schools on research projects and to organize 
conferences, workshops and lectures open to students and faculty.

We’re not just close to any hospitals — we’re close to some of the country’s finest. Cleveland is one of few cities that can claim two top 
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Miles Zaremski 
has 41 years of 
experience as 

a health care lawyer, 
making him a clear 
standout for MedPage 
Today’s first medical 
legal columnist.
 

Zaremski’s new column “Legal Rx” debuted 
in January and has been a monthly feature in 
MedPage Today, a trusted site that reaches 
670,000 physicians as well as other health 
care professionals, offering news, features 
and continuing medical education.

“I will be writing about all things law-, 
medicine- and health care-related,” said 
Zaremski, whose practice is based in the 
greater Chicago area.
 

Miles Zaremski, ‘73, is a featured columnist for 
MedPage Today

Zaremski has a long-standing history with 
Case Western Reserve University School of 
Law. He always intended to study health law 
and chose Case Western Reserve because of 
its Law-Medicine Center. He graduated in 
1973. Since then, he has spent four decades 
representing clients and institutions in the 
health care field nationwide.

“From the Affordable Care Act to tort reform, 
health law is only getting more and more 
complicated,” says MedPage Today Vice 
President and Global Editorial Director Ivan 
Oransky, MD. “That’s why we’re so happy to 
have Miles regularly contributing his expertise 
and vast knowledge to MedPage Today. His 
column will engage and stimulate our readers, 
and help them practice medicine better.”
 
Zaremski’s experience includes insurance 
defense litigation, medical device and 

products liability, medical malpractice 
defense; physician-hospital disputes, health 
care antitrust exclusive contracts, 
counseling/advising healthcare practitioners 
and billing and collection issues between 
providers. He’s served as a neutral (arbitrator 
and mediator) and advised top legislators 
through his health policy work. He’s 
represented parties before the U.S. Supreme 
Court and written more than 22 amicus 
briefs in various courts.
 
For the past eight years, he has run his own 
practice, The Zaremski Law Group. He has 
also written more than 100 articles for The 
Huffington Post. 
 
In honor of Zaremski, the Law-Medicine 
Center hosts the Elena & Miles Zaremski 
Forum, and he has served as a guest 
speaker.

Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
has a fellowship program for incoming students 
interested in health law.  

Scholarships covering three-quarters tuition or greater 
are given to approximately five students each year with 
outstanding academic credentials and an interest in 
pursuing a career in health law. 

Fellows also receive an additional stipend for work on a 
health law project during the academic year. 

This scholarship is named for Samuel Gerber, a famous 
Cuyahoga County Coroner, who, along with law professor 
Oliver Schroeder and Harvard forensic pathologist Dr. 
Alan Moritz, helped form the Law-Medicine Center at 
Case Western Reserve University, the first health law 
center in the United States.

Gerber Law-Medicine 
Fellowships offered to 
health law students
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Founded in 1952, the Law-
Medicine Center is the oldest 
law school-based center for 

the study of legal medicine and 
health law in the United States. The 
field of health law effectively began 
with the creation of the center in 
1953. 

The center was founded by Dr. 
Samuel Gerber, a coroner with a 
national reputation as a forensic 
professional; Dr. Alan Moritz, a 
forensic pathologist from Harvard 
University; and Oliver Schroeder, a 
young law professor just beginning 
his long and very distinguished 
career. Established within the law 
school with Professor Schroeder as 
director, the Center offered classes 
in forensic sciences to law and 
medical students, police officers, 
coroners, prosecutors, judges, and 
practicing attorneys. Students could 
earn a graduate degree, making this 
the first LLM program in the U.S. in 
law and medicine.

Since those beginnings, the center 
has shifted its focus away from 
the strictly forensic. The mission 
is now professional education — 
the training of law and medical 
students. With the retirement of 
Professor Schroeder, the center 



20

JESSICA W. BERG 
B.A. 1991 (Cornell), J.D. 1994 (Cornell), M.P.H. 
2009 (Case Western Reserve University)

Co-Dean; Tom J.E. and 
Bette Lou Walker 
Professor of Law; 
Professor of Bioethics; 
Professor of Public 
Health 

A renowned health law 
expert, Jessica Berg has 
been a member of the 

faculty since 1999. She co-chaired the 
committee that developed The Case Western 
Reserve Model of Legal Education, a new 
academic model approved by the faculty  
in 2013. 

Her articles include “All For One and One For 
All: Informed Consent and Public Health” 50 
Houston Law Review 1 (2012), “Social Media 
in the Internet Age,” 12 American Journal  
of Bioethics 28 (2012), and “Putting the 
Community Back Into the Community Benefit 
Standard” 43 Georgia Law Review 1 (2010). 
She has a chapter, “The Effect of Social Media 
on End-of-Life Decision Making,” in Death 
and Dying (Oxford University Press, 
Forthcoming 2014). Dean Berg previously 
served as the Director of Academic Affairs 
and Secretary of the Council on Ethical and 
Judicial Affairs and Section Director of 
Professionalism at the American Medical 
Association.

Dean Berg teaches Public Health Law, FDA 
Law, Human Subjects Regulation, and other 
health law and policy courses.
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Northwestern University Law Review. She is 
actively involved in speaking and litigating in 
the area of reproductive rights. 

Dean Hill teaches Constitutional Law I, Civil 
Procedure, Civil Rights, Reproductive Rights 
Seminar, Religion and the State and the Law 
Review Seminar.

Recent Publications 
“Casey Meets the Crisis Pregnancy Centers,” 
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RUQAIIJAH YEARBY 
B.S. 1996 (University of Michigan), J.D. 2000 
(Georgetown), M.P.H. 2000 (Johns Hopkins)

Associate Director of the 
Law-Medicine Center; 
Oliver C. Schroeder, Jr. 
Distinguished Research 
Scholar; Professor of 
Law

Before joining the faculty 
at Case Western 
Reserve, Ruqaiijah A. 

Yearby worked at the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services as an Assistant 
Regional Counsel and served as a law clerk 
for the Honorable Ann Claire Williams of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 
She also taught bioethics and health law 
courses at Loyola University Chicago, SUNY 
Buffalo and the University of Connecticut.  
A nationally and internationally recognized 
scholar and presenter, Yearby’s scholarship 
focuses on two emerging fields of health law: 
1) law, justice and medical research and  
2) racial disparities in health care. 

Due to her expertise in these areas, she  
has served as a book proposal reviewer for 
Oxford University Press and Cambridge 

University Press, as well as a grant reviewer 
for the Wellcome Trust (the United Kingdom’s 
largest non-governmental source of funds for 
biomedical research). Her scholarship has also 
been used in law and social science classes at 
schools such as NYU, Fordham and University 
of California Berkeley.

In her 12 years in legal academia, she has 
published 11 law review articles, three book 
chapters, one editorial (reprinted in USA 
Today Magazine) and submitted written 
legislative testimony. Professor Yearby’s 
work has been cited in numerous legal and 
medical journals and books, including The 
Oxford Handbook of Bioethics (2007), Barry 
Furrow, et al, Health Law: Cases, Materials 
and Problems (6th ed. 2008), and Implicit 
Racial Bias Across the Law (Cambridge Univ. 
Press 2012). Additionally, her work was cited 
in the written testimony of Professor 
Vernellia Randall before the United States 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Human 
Rights and the Law (Dec. 16, 2009). Her 
article entitled, Breaking The Cycle Of 
‘Unequal Treatment’: Using Health Care 
Reform To Address Racial Disparities In 
Health Care, 44 U. Conn. L. Rev. 1281-1324 
(2012), was excerpted in Dolgin & Shephard, 
Bioethics and the Law, 3rd ed (2013).

Professor Yearby teaches contracts, 
bioethics, administrative law, and health  
law courses. She was appointed the Oliver C. 
Schroader Jr. Distinguished Research Scholar 
in 2015. 

Recent Publications 
Sick and Tired of Being Sick and Tired: Putting 
an End to Separate and Unequal Health Care 
in the United States 50 Years After the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, 25 Health Matrix 1-30 
(2015) (Introduction for Law-Medicine 
Symposium issue).

When is a Change Going To Come?: Separate 
and Unequal Health Care Fifty Years After 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 67 
SMU Law Review 287-338 (2014).

Recent Presentations 
Cleveland Office of Minority Health, Cleveland, 
OH, Keynote Speaker, April 1, 2015, 
“Eradicating Injustice to Attain Health  
Equity in Cleveland”.

In the News 
Jeff Kelley Lowenstein, Nursing Homes 
Serving Minorities Offering Less Care Than 
Those Housing Whites, Tucson Sentinel,  
Nov. 17, 2014 (cited).
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