


INTRODUCTION TO FINANCIAL AID 

Investing in a Case Western Reserve University education is investing in you. A Case Western Reserve 
education will grant you opportunities for the rest of your life. You’ll graduate with the finest education in 
your field, experiences that enrich your understanding of the world, access to a vast network of talented 
alumni and the freedom to create the life you most aspire to live.

Affording such an education and managing such an investment needs to be an informed endeavor. We hope 
that you will find the information contained in this handbook to be beneficial to you this year and in 
planning for future years at CWRU. 

The policies stated herein pertain to graduate students only, and they do not represent an exhaustive list 
of all CWRU financial aid policies. The information provided was correct at the time of publication and may 
change; please refer to your financial aid liaison at the Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing, Jack, Joseph 
and Morton Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences, School of Dental Medicine, School of Law and School 
of Medicine for additional policies, procedures and publications. 

If you have any questions regarding your eligibility for financial assistance or any policy stated in this 
publication, please contact the Office of University Financial Aid staff at financialaid@case.edu or 
216.368.4530.

COST OF ATTENDANCE

Case Western Reserve University is committed to providing you with an education supported by 
state-of-the-art resources. We make smart investments in the resources essential in preparing you for the 
world, including cutting-edge laboratories, renowned faculty, technologically advanced classrooms, 
sophisticated recreational facilities, and an enormous array of student services and support activities.

The cost of attending CWRU for one academic year is referred to as the “cost of attendance” or COA. Your 
cost of attendance includes direct costs that you pay to the university, such as tuition and fees, but it 
also includes standard estimates for indirect costs that you incur as a result of your attendance, such as 
off-campus living, books, supplies, personal expenses, food and transportation. At CWRU, the cost of 
attendance covers an academic year that starts with the summer and ends with the spring.

A typical graduate student’s cost of attendance is composed of the factors below:

Tuition & Fees Refer to Student Financial Services 
webpage

Graduate and professional school 
tuition and fees are assessed 
according to program and are 
dependent upon the number of credit 
hours in which you enroll. 

Room and Board (Living 
Allowance)

$21,806 Graduate and professional students 
are assumed to live off campus, and 
this standard estimate does not vary 
based on actual living costs.
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Books & Supplies Estimate Variable The standard budget estimate for 
graduate and professional school 
books and supplies is dependent upon 
the number of credit hours and 
program in which you enroll. 

Average Federal Student 
Loan Fees

Variable For students who file a Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), the cost of attendance 
includes the average federal student 
loan fee for their program in lieu of 
actual loan fees per student.

Student Medical Plan

CWRU requires all students to have medical coverage. All students are automatically enrolled in
CWRU’s Student Medical Plan and charged for it in addition to tuition, fees, an on-campus room and a meal 
plan. However, students who are currently covered in a comparable plan are able to waive the Student 





Amount Borrowed Health Professionals Grad Federal Direct Loan Federal Direct PLUS Loan
5.00% 5.28% 6.28%

$18,000.00 $190.92 $193.39 $202.38
$19,000.00 $201.52 $204.13 $213.62
$20,000.00 $212.13 $214.88 $224.86
$21,000.00 $222.74 $225.62 $236.11
$22,000.00 $233.34 $236.37 $247.35
$23,000.00 $243.95 $247.11 $258.59
$25,000.00 $265.16 $268.60 $281.08
$30,000.00 $318.20 $322.32 $337.30

Private Alternative Credit-Based Loans
Private alternative loans are available for families that need additional loan options or an alternative to the 
Federal PLUS Loan. Many lenders offer such educational loans and a variety of options can be found using 
FASTChoice, an online private loan counseling and selection tool. The lenders listed are selected by an 
annual Request for Information (RFI) process that looks at areas such as customer service, financial 
stability and loan terms. Many programs are designed for specific types of borrowers, and they comprise 
various loan terms and underwriting guidelines. Private alternative credit-based loans are unsubsidized, 
and those with adverse credit are usually offered a loan if a co-signer is credit-worthy.

HOW YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR FINANCIAL AID

The CWRU Office of Student Financial Services has an account for each student. This is where billing 
charges, financial aid and other credits appear.

Scholarships, grants and loans are applied to the student’s account at CWRU to pay direct charges (tuition, 
fees, housing and meal plan). Institutional scholarships, grants and loans are initially applied as pending/
anticipated aid but are actually disbursed to pay charges on the first day of the fall and spring semesters for 
students who have met all eligibility requirements and have completed all required loan documents. 
Disbursement is run on a weekly basis throughout the term. Once disbursement occurs, no pending/
anticipated aid will be shown either in the system or on a billing statement. Financial aid for the summer 
term is disbursed in early July in accordance with the university’s fiscal year.



3. Achieve a grade point average that is consistent with graduation requirements (GPA—Qualitative       
Requirement)

Satisfactory academic progress for each school can be found on the Office of University Financial Aid website.

WITHDRAWAL & REFUND SCHEDULE

The university’s withdrawal policy states that if a student completely withdraws from all courses during a 
semester, the student will be charged a portion of the semester’s tuition for each period in which the 
student was enrolled. The student will be charged tuition during a regular semester according to the 
following schedule based upon the date of withdrawal.

Withdrawal in: Percent of Tuition Refunded: Percent of Fees Refunded:
Week 1 & 2 100% 100%

Week 3 75% 0
Week 4 50% 0
Week 5



Fall and Spring

School Minimum Full-time
Credit Hours

Minimum Half-time
Credit Hours

Graduate Studies 9 or more 4.5
Management - MPOD 8 or more 4

Management – All Others 9 or more 4.5
MSASS 6 or more 3

Nursing – Masters 9 or more 4.5
Nursing - DNP 6 or more 3

Law 10 or more 5
Medicine all n/a
Dentistry 1 or more n/a

Summer

School Minimum Full-time
Credit Hours

Minimum Half-time
Credit Hours

Graduate Studies 6 or more 3
Management - MPOD 6 or more 3

Management – All Others 6 or more 3
MSASS 6 or more 3

Nursing – Masters 6 or more 3
Nursing - DNP 6 or more 3

Law 5 or more 3
Dentistry 1 or more n/a

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. Financial aid is determined in accordance with principles and regulations established by CWRU, outside 
donors, the federal government and state government. University policies and procedures generally 
do not change during a year but federal, state and outside donor regulations may change or become         
effective during the course of a year. Therefore, an award is subject to and contingent upon regulations 
and appropriations of the federal and state governments as well as the wishes of outside donors. 

2. The university may adjust a student’s financial aid at any time in accordance with the following            
circumstances:
• Additional resources become available to a student
• 



eight weeks, failure to register for the fall semester will result in the cancellation of federal aid for the      
summer. The Office of University Financial Aid must be notified if the student changes the number of 
credits either enrolled in or registered for. 

4. If the student accepts any financial aid, the student agrees to abide by these terms and conditions as 
well as those of the individual program of assistance.

FERPA & PRIVACY LAWS

While we realize that many CWRU students receive assistance from parents and other family members, it’s 



Contact Us
Case Western Reserve University 
Office of University Financial Aid 
(216) 368-4530
financialaid@case.edu

Mailing Address:
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44106-7049

Campus Location:
Yost Hall, Room 435
2049 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
Cleveland, OH 44106


