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Important notes on this guideImportant notes on this guide This is an  introductory guide to the common This is an  introductory guide to the common 
grassland plant species of Unri rsity farm.grassland plant species of Unri rsity farm. It lists the species most commonly present in It lists the species most commonly present in 

research fields 8 and 9, and attempts to provide research fields 8 and 9, and attempts to provide 
baseline informc ron that will be useful to anyone baseline informc ron that will be useful to anyone 

wishing to learn more about the grassland plants wishing to learn more about the grassland plants 
found here. found here. 

Note that sei ral memb rs of the Family Note that sei ral memb rs of the Family PoaceaePoaceae
may occur in Field 8, though the species present may occur in Field 8, though the species present 

have not been identified.have not been identified. Make sure you have a good field guide in hand Make sure you have a good field guide in hand 
before setting off to discoi r the grassland plants of before setting off to discoi r the grassland plants of 





Juncus

Juncus

tenuisPat
h Ru

sh

Fields 8 & 9P a t h  R u s h

F a m i l y J u n c a c e a e

Leaves:

grasslike

;

evergreen; sheath around 

evergreen; sheath around 

stem; occur in a basal 

stem; occur in a basal 

tuft
tuft



Car
ex

Car
ex

vulpinoideaFox Sedge

Fields 8 & 9Fox Sedge F a m i l y C y p e r a c e a e

Leaves: long; narrow; 

Leaves: long; narrow; 

form a closed sheath form a closed sheath 

around the stem; 3 around the stem; 3

-
-

ranked (come off of stem 

ranked (come off of stem 

at 3 different angles)

at 3 different angles)Seed Head: arranged in 

Seed Head: arranged in 

spikes of alternc rng 

spikes of alternc rng 

clusters

clustersStem: 
q
angular; solid



A n d r o p o g o n

A n d r o p o g o n

virginicus

Broomsedge
Broomsedge

Field 9

bluestem

F a m i l y P o a c e a e

Leaves: long and thin; 

Leaves: long and thin; 

form an unclosed sheath 

form an unclosed sheath 

around the stem; 2

around the stem; 2

-
-

ranked (come off of stem 

ranked (come off of stem 

at 2 different angles)

at 2 different angles) Seed Head: 3 projections

Seed Head: 3 projections

Stem: blue/purple 

Stem: blue/purple 

circular; hollow at 

circular; hollow at 

internodes
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Pan
icu

m

Pan
icu

m

dichotomifGS1um
Fal

l

Field 9

Panicgrass
F a m i l y P o a c e a e Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; prominent midrib; form 

prominent midrib; form an unclosed sheath 

an unclosed sheath around the stem; 2

around the stem; 2

-
-ranked

ranked

Flowers: broad panicle

Flowers: broad panicle

Stem: circular; hollow at 

Stem: circular; hollow at internodes



Digitaria

Digitaria

san
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Common Crabgrass
F a m i l y P o a c e a e Leaves: long and thin; 

Leaves: long and thin; form an unclosed sheath 

form an unclosed sheath around the stem; 2

around the stem; 2

-
- r a n k e d

r a n k e d
Flowers: long; finger

Flowers: long; finger

-
-likeStem: circular; hollow at 

Stem: circular; hollow at internodesU S D A  
N R C S  

P L A N T S  
D a t a b a s e







Agr
ost
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Agr
ost

is

alb
aRedtop BentField 9

R e d t o p  B e n t
F a m i l y P o a c e a e
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Orchardgrass

F a m i l y P o a c e a e Leaves: long and 

Leaves: long and rric ri ly broad for a 

rric ri ly broad for a grass; form an unclosed 

grass; form an unclosed sheath around the stem; 

sheath around the stem; 2

2

-
- ranked

ranked

Flowers: tufted panicle

Flowers: tufted panicleStem: circular; hollow at 

Stem: circular; hollow at internodes

U S D A  N R C S  P L A N T S  D a t a b a s e i n t e r n o d e s
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