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the on-li ne materials developed for the LL.M . program to enrich their residential courses. Even for residential

students, basic competencies can be reinforced by on-li ne learning, freeing class time to be devoted to more

subtle or complex issues or practical exercises.  

2. Description of Proposed Curr iculum

Like the residential program, the on-line version of the LL.M . program in International Business Law

wil l require that the student earn 24 hours of course credits. Moreover, most of the required course work wil l

be essentiall y the same as 



The requirements of the two versions of the degree are compared below.

Current Requirements for Residential LL.M in International Business Law:

Program Structure: courses taken over two 13-week semesters in residence

Required Courses: Foreign Graduate Seminar (4 credits, over two semesters)
U.S. Legal Writing (3 credits. over two semesters)
U.S. Contract Law for the LL.M. (3 credits)
Business Associations for the LL.M. (3) or Business Associations (4)

Proposed Requirements for On-line LL.M. in International Business Law:

Program Structure: courses taken over no less than three, and no more than five, 8-week terms

Required Courses: Introduction to U.S. Law (3 credits)
U.S. Legal Writing I: Basic Writing Skil ls (2 credits)
U.S. Legal Writing II: Transactional Writing (2 credits)
U.S. Contract Law for the LL.M. (3 credits)
Business Associations for the LL.M. (3)

Electives for both programs: Additional electives are taken to fi ll  out the required 24 credits. They are chosen

from offerings within the following li st, subject to the requirement that at least one of the electives must be

one of those courses that are underlined:

Alternative Dispute Resolution (2)
Antitrust Law (3)
Bankruptcy (3)
Confli ct of Laws (2 or 3)
Contemporary Issues in International & Comparative Law (1)
Corporate Finance (3)
Corporate Real Estate Transactions (2)
Credit Transactions in the Global Economy (1)
Cyber Law (2)
Debtor-Creditor Law (3)
Doing Business in the U.S. (3)
Employment Law (3)
Federal Income Tax (3)
Federal Income Tax of Corporations & Shareholders (3)
Financial Institutions Regulation (3)
Global Corporate Governance Law (3)
Insurance Law (3)
Intellectual Property Survey (2)
Intellectual Property: Business & Strategic Planning Perspectives (1)
International Banking and Finance Law 
International Business Transactions (3)
International Environmental Law 
International Issues in Intellectual Property Seminar (3)
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International Law (2)
International Real Estate Transactions (2)
International Tax (3)
International Trade & Development
Mergers and Acquisitions (3)
Remedies (2)
Remedies in Transnational Lit igation (1)
Sales (3)
Secured Transactions (2)
Securities Regulation (3)
The World Trade Organization and Dispute Settlement (2)

Of course, the li st of available electives changes over time according to availabili ty of instructors and to

faculty’s perceptions of subject-matter importance. Moreover, some of these courses are not offered every

semester even for the residential students, and some may not be put into on-li ne format. For the fi rst year of

the offering of the on-li ne degree program, we plan to have enough electives placed in on-li ne format that

students wil l have some meaningful choice, but more extensive on-line elective offerings wil l be developed

over time. In developing the on-li ne version of each course, there may be some adjustment in credit hours

attributed to the course.

The Foreign Graduate Seminar for residential students, together with their one-month on-campus

“orientation” program, is being replaced with a course called “Introduction to U.S. Law.” This course will

probably be “f ront-loaded” during the fi rst term; that is, it would be the only course the student takes for the

fi rst three weeks. It wil l be designed to give students a basic famil iarity with the concepts essential to reading

about American law, including: the federal structure of the nation and the associated structure of our court

system; the basic differences between civil and criminal procedure; an introduction to administrative and

regulatory processes; and the allocation of doctrine among the basic subjects of tort, contracts, property, and

criminal law.

As with the residential LL.M . program, on-li ne students’ course schedules wil l be determined with

the advice of the Director of the program, taking into account the student's prior course work and experience,

the career goals of the student, and the sequencing of courses. In particular, for students who have not already

had a good grounding in basic International Law, our fi rst course in International Law will be strongly

recommended. Except in unusual circumstances, full-time students would be required to enroll in no fewer

than 6 credits and no more than 12 credits per term; part-time students would be required to enroll in no

fewer than 3 credits and nor more than 6 credits per term. (Attached as Appendix A is a document il lustrating

the probable course sequence for students who complete their degree in three terms as well as a sample

course sequence for students who extend their program to the maximum five terms.)
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in understanding the dense conceptualism of the law.

The existing residential LL.M. programs admit about 80% of their aggregate applicant pool, and

about 40% of those admitted matriculate. Since the inception of the LL.M. programs, CWRU has

graduated more than 800 students with LL.M. degrees from over 60 different countries.  Of al l  the

students who have matriculated in the LL.M. program since 1992, only a very small number (fewer than

ten) have fai led to complete the program of study.

We believe that web-based and student word-of-mouth marketing are the most successful

approaches. When the residential LL.M. in International Business Law was created, in 2008, we

expected enrollment in the first few years of the program to be no more than three to ten students per

year. That program has already grown to 30 students.  The school’ s pending agreement with Deltak

contemplates a minimum of 42 students in the first year, with increases thereafter. 

Based on our experience with the residential LL.M. degree, i t is very l ikely that most students

in the program wil l  be from groups that constitute minorities in the U.S. That in itself serves the goal

of diversity, but we of course hope and believe that spreading the good reputation for the school and

the university internationally wil l  contribute to successes in increasing the diversity of our residential

student populations in all  our colleges and schools.
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of motivated alumni of the program, it may be possible to incorporate some of these individuals as “ on-

site”  discussion leaders in cities with signif icant enrollment.

8.  Proj ected Additional Costs and I nstitutional Commitment to M eet Costs 

The on-l ine program wil l  have a positive f inancial  impact on our J.D. program. The
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Appendix A
I l lustr ative Cur r icula

Standard Three-Term Curriculum

First Term  (8 credits):
Introduction to U.S. Law (3)
U.S. Legal Writing I:  Basic Writing Skil ls (2)
U.S. Contract Law for the LL.M.(3)

Second Term (8 credits):
U.S. Legal Writing II : Transactional Writing (2)
Business Associations for the LL.M. (3)
International Law for the LL.M. (3)

Third Quarter (8-12 credits):
International Business Transactions (3)
Electives (5-9 credits)

 

Il lustrative Alternative Five-Term Curriculum

First Term (5 credits):
Introduction to U.S Law (3)
U.S. Legal Writing I:  Basic Writing Skil ls (2)

Second Term (5 credits):
U.S. Legal Writing II : Transactional Writing (2)
U.S. Contract Law for the LL.M. (3)

Third Term (6 credits):
Business Associations for the LL.M. (3)
International Law for LL.M. (3)

Fourth Term (5 credits):
International Business Transactions (3)
Elective (2)

Fifth Term (3-6 credits):
Electives 
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Appendix B
Ohio Board of Regents’  Advisory Committee on Graduate Study (RACGS) Guidelines

RACGS Guidelines have been adopted with the intent “ to permit f lexibi l i ty in adapting degree
requirements to alternative audiences, while not permitting institutions to design and deliver
essential ly new degrees within the format of a previously approved degree.”  Thus, on those
occasions when “a previously approved degree program wil l  be offered at an off-campus site, or
extended to a different audience via electronic or blended means,”  RACGS need only be notif ied in
writing. This requires only “a brief, concise description of the program that addresses the
conditions”  necessary to qualify as a new delivery of a previously approved degree. These
conditions are stated and addressed below.

Condition 1. Under the RACGS Guidelines, “ a program wil l be considered to have been ‘ extended
to a different audience via electronic or blended means’  when 50% or more of the course delivery is
off-site or via alternative delivery models.”

Our extant LL.M. in International Business Law is an exclusively residential program; foreign
students must travel to the U.S. to take the entire program on campus. For the proposed on-l ine
LL.M. in International Business Law, 100% of the program will be delivered on-l ine as distance
learning. The program is clearly extended to a different audience via electronic means. At some
point in the future, there may be a small off-site in person component if we add discussion
coordinators who work in particular foreign cities.

Condition 2. Under the RACGS guidelines, “ a degree program wil l  be ‘ previously approved’  when
less than 50% of the content or course requirements in a degree previously given approval has been
changed.”  “The Graduate Dean (or equivalent administrative off icer) at each institution is
responsible for the determination of whe� rivepular foreipopop uapThogffe50% of b  coesponsib lo y  usines dram wilogr uae

dram wiloen



“RACGS Program Standards:

“To ensure that off-site and alternative delivery models adhere to the same standards as on-campus
programs, RACGS member institutions wil l  be � er i



13. Faculty are assured that appropriate workload, compensation, and ownership of resource
materials have been determined in advance of offering the off-site or alternatively delivered
course.

14. Program development resources are sufficient to create, execute, and assess the quality of
the program being offered, irrespective of site and delivery mechanism employed.

15. Procedures are in place to accept qualif ied students for entry in the program-it is imperative
that students accepted be qualif ied for entry into the on-campus program. In addition,
program costs, timeline for completion of the cohort program and other associated
information is made clear to prospective students in advance of the program's initiation.

16. Assessment mechanisms appropriate to the delivery approach are in place to competently
compare learning outcomes to learning objectives.

17. Overall program effectiveness is clearly assessed, via attention to measures of student
satisfaction, retention rates, faculty satisfaction, etc.”
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