
You must have a valid ac-
count number with you
when you drop off the coats
or you will be directly
charged for your items.  At
the time of drop-off, you will
receive a laundry ticket for
the items, which will be re-
quired when picking up
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Surveys During
Experiments

Inactive AU Status
   The Radiation Safety Office (RSOF) has a clas-
sification of "Inactive AU" status for PIs whose
laboratories do not need to possess or use radio-
active materials in the foreseeable future.   An
inactive AU is relieved of the need to send in
monthly inventories, complete laboratory con-
tamination surveys, and attend annual retrain-
ing sessions.

To achieve "Inactive AU" status:
•  Send a letter of intent to the RSOF.
•  Dispose of or  transfer all RAM materials in
your possession.
•  Complete a decommissioning survey for all of
your rooms not used by another AU.
•  Schedule a confirmatory survey by the RSOF.
•  Remove all radiation postings and labels after
approval by the RSOF.
•  Return all personnel dosimetry to the RSOF.

To regain "Active AU" status:
•  Send a letter requesting reactivation to the
Radiation Safety Officer.
•  Update room maps with survey locations.
•  Update protocol for general radionuclide us-
age.
•  Update safe radionuclide handling and survey
procedures.
•  Verify that survey meter in-
struments are within annual
calibration.
•  Verify that you and person-
nel who will use RAM were
retrained within the past year.
•  Obtain required personnel
dosimetry for you and your
workers.

If you have any questions or
wish to explore inactive AU
status for yourself and your
laboratory, please feel free to
call the RSOF at x2906.

(continued on p.5)
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Hot Work
“Hot work” is any operation which produces

open flame, sparks or hot particles.  These op-
erations include welding, cutting, brazing, sol-

dering, or grinding.  When carried out as part of
a production process, it is done in an area designed

with the necessary safeguards.
However, hot work is often required for on-site maintenance

and repair work, such as repairing a piece of equipment in or near
a laboratory, repairing or replacing a building component, or
renovating or remodeling.  These situations can create a very
serious fire hazard.

As a precautionary measure taken to control these fire haz-
ards, the university has a Hot Work permits procedure and safety
rules which must be followed when hot work is done in-house or
by outside contractors.  If you directly engage outside service
contractors to repair departmental equipment please inform
them of our hot work safety rules and insist they  follow them.

1)  Notify Security (x3333) before starting the hot work and
after  completing it.  They may need to deactivate smoke and/or
heat detectors in the area while the work is going on and reacti-
vate them afterwards.  They may also need to provide some
“special protection” while the alarm system is out of service.

2)  Inspect the job site, looking for and removing hazards.  Are
there combustible materials or flammable/combustible liquids
or gases near the work area?  Are there any hidden hazards?  For
example, if you are working on a pipe or duct, you need to know
if something is on the other side that could be affected by the
flame, heat, and sparks you produce.  Check it out, move flam-
mables or combustibles if necessary, and use a flame retardant
tarp or other means of protection.

3)  A portable fire extinguisher must be on hand at the job site
any time this type of work is being done.  Get one from Security
(x3333) before hot work is begun  if one is not available.

4)  Under some circumstances hot work may require that a
second person be present at the job site to provide a continuous
fire watch.  If you encounter any job where you feel a second
person is needed, check with your supervisor before proceeding.

5)  The hot work area should be checked at intervals after the
work is completed to be sure that there are no smoldering fires.
This recheck after a period of time has elapsed can be done by the
department that did the work or by Security.

Please call Safety Services with any questions at x2907.




