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Allergic Reactions

to Latex

Allergic reactions to latex have in-

creased dramatically over the years. ‘
Though the amount of individuals af-

fected is small compared to the tremen- RADIOACTIVE
dous amounts of latex products on the MATERIAL
market, concern is still warranted be-
cause of the potentially severe reactions
to latex.
There are three main types of reac-
tions to latex: non-allergenic or irritant
reactions, delayed cutaneous reactions,
and immediate reactions. Irritant
dermatitis isnot an allergic reaction and
is usually brought on by contact with
chemicals, acids, or glove additives. Itis
exacerbated by frequent hand washing,
exposure to detergents or disinfectants,
excessive sweating, and glove powders.
Symptoms include itchy dry skin, burn-
ing, red or swollen tissues, and cracking
or flaking of the skin.

The second type of reaction is a de-
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Personal Protective
Equipment —

Outside &Y Radioactive Waste
the Lab Reduction: Use Spill Trays

Personal pro-
tective equip-
ment (PPE) in-
cludes anythin
that protects yoyr
body from potentikl
hazards in the lab. The most commonly
worn PPE consists of gloves, lab coats,
surgical masks, protective footwear, and
protective eyewear. Because these items
are protective equipment, they should
not be worn outside the lab area. We
have observed many people wearing
PPE, gloves and footwear especially,
when they are outside their laborato-
ries. This could be perceived as a haz-
ard on the part of your colleagues and
the general public and is against OSHA

regulations. If you have any questions about spill trays or other

Take gloves, for example. If your ¥\ .v¢ 6 reduce radioactive waste, call Radiation Safety
gloves have done their job, then they § . /5904

might be carrying around some sort of
potentially hazardous material. After all, that’s why you
put them on in the first place—just in case. And while
potentially harmful material is acceptable in laboratories or
medical treatment areas, it is unacceptable in lunch rooms
or office areas frequented by the general public. So please
remove gloves and other PPE before you leave your labo-
ratory. PPE should be removed even if they are clean or you
did not work with any hazardous materials. The reasoning
behind this premise is simple: you may know that the
materials with which you have been working are not haz-
ardous, but others around you do not, and this sort of
uncertainty can cause those around you to feel uncomfort-
able or unsafe.

Please contribute to the peace of mind of others by
leaving laboratory clothing in the laboratory. Thank you
for your cooperation in this matter.

Contaminated bench paper makes up the largest bulk
of radioactive waste on campus. In order to help reduce
this huge amount of radioactive waste, we ask research-
ers to use spill trays whenever possible during experi-
ments involving radioactive materials. Then, if a spill
occurs, it is contained in a small area that can be easily
cleaned, rather than thrown away.

If you must use bench paper, survey it completely to
determine what sections are contaminated and dispose
of these sections as radioactive waste. The uncontami-
nated sections can be disposed of as non-radioactive
waste.

The better solution, however, is a spill tray, which can
be cleaned with a comparatively tiny disposable
Kimwipe. This one step would drastically reduce the
amount of radioactive waste on campus. We encourage
all researchers to invest in a few of these trays, which can
be ordered through Fisher Scientific.













