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not think that the activity was high enough for
concern.

 Radioactive waste accidentally picked up by
custodial staff is considered a serious misman-
agement of material and its “loss” may be an
NRC-reportable incident.  To ensure that this type
of incident does not reoccur, label waste recep-
tacles appropriately (see related article below).

Waste Minimization
Techniques

Minimizing waste in the laboratory is
important for both economic and envi-
ronmental reasons.  The cost of dispos-
ing chemicals and other hazardous
wastes has drastically increased, with
some sites no longer even accepting cer-
tain wastes (such as those  containing
mercury).  The need to minimize radio-
active wastes is perhaps even more vital
since there are very limited available sites
for disposal.

Waste minimization also supports our
campus’ pledge to be as environmen-
tally conscious as possible.  One of the
most effective ways to do this is to reduce
the amount of waste being created:  less
waste to dispose of means less waste in
circulation that can potentially damage
our environment.

Radioactive Waste Labeling
 All radioactive waste containers must be la-

beled with large yellow radiation trifoil symbols

In This Issue:

Incident Reporting
Incidents involving radioactive materials need to be

reported to the Radiation Safety Office as soon as they
occur or are discovered.

The types of immediately reportable incidents are:
(1) spills that leave the immediate containment area

(e.g. spill tray)
(2) spills or incidents that involve personnel contami-

nation or clothing contamination
(3) missing radioactive materials, whether they are

shipments, stock solutions, samples, or waste.
This last issue it vital:  any missing radioactive mate-

rial of any quantity must be reported to the Radiation
Safety Office immediately.  For example, a recent incident
occurred where waste was mistakenly picked up by the
evening custodial crew.  The lab worker delayed notify-
ing the lab’s AU and our office for two days since they did



vol.6 no.3     Department of Occupational and Environmental Safety p. 2

What WASTE!
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HOT TIPS








