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ave any radiation-generating equipment (RGE) that is no longer in

RGE must be labeled properly; this includes all machines which are
disabled or are in storage. In addition to being locked out (either at the main
switch or at the plug), these machines must now be tagged with a notice indi-
cating that the machine is no longer in use. You can make a notice your-
self—there is no set wording requirement. However, the notice must make
clear to all that the machine cannot be moved or used without clearance from
Radiation Safety. Please call us for assistance with the lockout/tagout proce-
dure so that we can bring you the proper materials.

Other warnings that must be posted in the area surrounding the RGE include
the following:

1) ODH Notice to Employees

2) An updated copy of the RGE Manual

3) Warning signs and labels (available from DOES)

4) Machine-specific operating procedures

5) If the machine is not in use, a “Notice” indicating it as an “RGE not in
use”

Specific compliance requirements for different types of RGE, in addition to

these general requirements, are also required. Requirements for the five types

of RGE—dental, dental CT, veterinary, fluoroscopic, and radiographic

equipment (including electron microscopes)—are addressed in the RGE

Manual. All RGE are inspected annually. Call us at the Radiation Safety Of-

fice (x2906) for initial training or if you have any other questions concerning

RGE.
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Specific Chemical Spill Response (continued)

Flammable Solvents. First, turn off all spark-producing equipment. Then, us-
ing an absorbent from the spill kit listed on page 4, begin pouring around the

perimeter of the spill area and proceed toward the center. Again, sand is fairly

ineffective. Scoop up the absorbent and place it in a plastic bag for disposal.

Bromine. Use a sodium thiosulfate solution (5-10%) to react with the bromine.

DO NOT use ammonium hydroxide, as an explosion can result from mixing
any halogen with ammonia. A respirator must be worn during clean-up.

Acid chloride. Use calcined absorbent products such as Oil-Dry, Zorb-All, or

dry sand.
Alkali Metal. Smother the spilled metal using Met-L-X Yellow Extinguisher
and remove it to a safe location where it can be disposed of by reaction with a

dry secondary alcohol. Quickly remove any metal particles splattered on the

skin and then flush with water.
Hydrazines. Flush the contaminated area with water. Do not use anything con-

taminated with organic materials as an absorbent. After flushing with water, call

DOES to assist with the clean-up.

These are only basic guidelines. If you have any doubt about how to handle a
spill, cali DOES (x2907) before doing anything and have as much information
as possible concerning the nature and potential hazard of the spill. For more in-

formation, see the Laboratory Safety Manual.

*REMEMBER: ALL spills must be reported to DOES immediately. After
normal working hours, Security (x3333) must be notified and a representa-

tive from DOES will follow up with you.
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Upcoming Training Sessions*

*As always, consult our website (http://does.case.edu) for a full schedule of training sessions

New Radiation Safety Training
DOES conference room - Service Building 1st Floor

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ! - Please call 368-2906
Thurs. August 25, 2005, 9:00 a.m.

Thurs. September 15, 2005, 2:00 p.m.

Wed. September 21, 2005, 2:00 p.m.

Thurs. September 29, 2005, 9:00 a.m.

Wed. October 12, 2005, 2:00 p.m.

Thurs. October 27, 2005, 9:00 a.m.

Wed. November 9, 2005, 9:00 a.m.

Wed. December 7, 2005, 9:00 a.m.

X-Ray Safety Training

DOES conference room - Service Building 1st Floor
PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ! - Please call 368-4601
or email jxb153@case.edu

Laser Safety Training

DOES conference room - Service Building 1st Floor
PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ! - Please call 368-4600
or email hwj@case.edu

Classes will be held on the first Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in the DOES Conference Room,
Services Building.

Sept. 1, 2005, Thursday, 1:00 p.m.
Oct. 6, 2005, Thursday, 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 3, 2005, Thursday, 1:00 p.m.
Dec. 1, 2005, Thursday, 1:00 p.m.

New Bloodborne Pathogen Training
DOES conference room - Service Building 1st Floor

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ! - Please call 368-2907
Held every Tuesday afternoon from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.

(continued on page 8)
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Radiation Shielding Available Free of Charge

With recent decommissionings of Radiation Pls at Case, the Radiation Safety Office at DOES has
an abundant inventory of available shielding, free of charge, to any radiation laboratory needing it.
The inventory includes plexiglass dry waste containers in a variety of sizes, lead waste containers,
liquid waste containers, stand-up plexiglass shielding, as well as a variety of other plexiglass
pieces. If your radiation laboratory is in need of shielding, please contact Joanna Bielawski at 368-
4601 or jxb153@case.edu to schedule a time to view the inventory.

DOES Staff News

Please join us in congratulating DOES staff members Bob Latsch (Safety Services Specialist I) in achiev-
ing his certification as a Certified Hazardous Materials Manager (CHMM) and Joanna Bielawski
(Radiation Safety Specialist I) for obtaining a Lead Risk Assessor License from the Ohio Department of
Health.

Also, please join us in welcoming Tom Merk as our new “afternoon” Safety Specialist | and wishing
Stephanie Kutsko (Safety Services Specialist I) well as she leaves DOES for a new position with the
Cleveland Metroparks.

R o L e e
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