
From the Dean 
Kenneth B. Chance, DDS ’79

I extend greetings to the 
alumni and friends of the 
Department of Pediatric 
Dentistry from the new 
Health Education Campus.  
As I sit in my office in the 
Samson Pavilion (that we 
share with the schools of 
medicine and nursing), I have 

a full view of our new Dental Clinic as I look north 
across Chester Avenue. With our outstanding 
facilities completed and occupied, I know that many 
of us are just beginning to fully appreciate the 
magnitude of what we have accomplished together.

Now begins the true challenge of doing our 
important work in collaboration with our healthcare 
peers. Simply put, this is not just a change of venue, 
but a transformation in our approach to our 
profession. As I write this, CWRU has announced 
the appointment of Dr. Tyler Reimschisel as 
founding associate provost for interprofessional 
education, research, and collaborative practice. He 
brings a compelling vision for advancing 
interprofessional education across the health 
sciences and we welcome him.

My charge to each of the dental school 
departments is to find ways to enhance cross-
disciplinary opportunities. If prevention is at the 
forefront of healthcare, then dental medicine is well 
positioned for a leadership role. We are teachers 
first, and it is in our power to guide our 
undergraduates, residents, and colleagues in 
viewing the future through this holistic lens. 

dean-sodm@case.edu

Gerald Ferretti,  
DDS, MS, MPH
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AAPD 2019 Annual Session in Chicago
CWRU was well represented at this year’s May meeting where 
six residents were invited to make case report presentations:

Eric Soller





Congratulations to 
Our Recent Graduates
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Tina Fomby Retires After 45 Years of Service 
February 1, 2019 was a 
banner day for Celestine 
“Tina” Fomby: it was her 
birthday and her final 
day of work at the 
School of Dental 
Medicine after 45 years 
of service.

“Tina was an integral 
part of the Department 
of Pediatric Dentistry 
for many decades—a 
touchstone for patients, 

faculty, students, and staff alike. She brought her best 
to our department every day and we will miss her,” 
notes department chair Dr. Gerald Ferretti.

When asked to identify the biggest change she 
observed in the department over time, Tina noted  
that parents were being better educated about the 
importance of oral health for children and how it is vital 
to their overall well-being. She also said the growth of 
the residency program was noteworthy. 



Certified Dog Therapy Reduces Children’s 
Fear During Dental Visit
A new Case Western Reserve University study found 
that children visiting the dentist reported reduced 
situational fear when a certified therapy dog is present. 
The research was done by the School of Dental 
Medicine and Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences, with support from Salimetrics, 
a Southern California company that collects saliva 
samples for analysis.

Aviva Vincent, a Mandel School instructor and 
researcher, and her team surveyed 199 dental patients 
and 79 dental professionals about the acceptability and 
desire to have therapy dogs in the pediatric dentist 
office. Results showed that 63 percent of the patients 
were interested, while 80 percent of the dental 
professionals were “open to the idea.”

For the second phase of the study, 18 children (between 
age 8 and 12) who needed cavities filled participated. 
Researchers collected the children’s saliva samples 
before and after dogs were brought into the dentist 
office to measure cortisol and alpha-amylase—both 
stress indicators—and oxytocin, a relaxation response.

“Being able to measure change of oxytocin over time 
helps us understand, from a strengths perspective, the 
physiological benefit of human-animal interaction,” 
Vincent said. “It is widely accepted that pet ownership 
and animal-assisted therapy have biopsychosocial 
positive effects on people—what hasn’t been as clear 
is how therapy animals help.”

The role of therapy dogs (not to be confused with 
service dogs that provide support for individuals with 
disabilities) is to react and respond to people and their 
environment, under the guidance and direction of their 
owner. For example, the children in the dentist office 
were encouraged to gently pat or talk to a dog as a 
calming technique.

Vincent said that perhaps the biggest takeaway of the 
pilot study was that collecting saliva samples is a 
viable, non-invasive way to measure stress and fear 
indicators in social science research. Incorporating pet 
therapy in the dental office will continue to be a topic of 
interest given its growing popularity and success.
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Aviva Vincent and her dog, Shaina

Support the Department of Pediatric Dentistry by 
making a donation to the newly formed Deciduous 
Tooth Club. The funds will be used to support our 
residents and their professional and clinical 
development. You are not only giving back to the 
admired program that made your career possible, 
you are investing in future generations of pediatric 
dentists and ensuring that our excellence endures.

Based on the approximate amount of one pediatric 
dentistry operating room procedure, the suggested 




