


Constance McKoy, 



Jill Wilson, Luther College & Emily McGinnis, University of Missouri-Kansas City 
“Music Teacher Education Curriculum: Flexibility Within Mandates” 
Those involved in structuring and delivering undergraduate music education curricula 





 
Kelsey Kordella Giotta, Case Western Reserve University and Plain Local Schools 
“Engaging Middle School Students as Creative Musicians through Ukulele” 
The presenter will address some of the unique challenges of teaching middle school 
students in a vernacular music context and share pedagogical and philosophical points of 
consideration for secondary general music. The presentation will conclude with video clips 
of students’ performances and clips from students, parents, and administrators. 
 
 

 
Pop News Presentations 

 
Carla Becker-Delaware State University 
 “21st Century Creative Music Makers” 
The College Music Societies Task Force on the Undergraduate Music Major differentiates 
between “music in the real world” and “music in the academy.” Yet meshing the two 
worlds requires academia to opportune creation. This presentation examples how 



Edward R. McClellan, Loyola University New Orleans 
 “Enhancing Music Teacher Preparation through Innovative Undergraduate Curriculum 
Revision” 
This presentation will share changes made to an undergraduate music education 
curriculum to implement innovations in curriculum, pedagogy, technology, and musical 
creativity in order to better prepare pre-service music teachers for the 21st century music 
classroom. While traditional models are maintained, progressive methods of music 
teaching and learning are introduced. 
 
Bethany Nickel, Case Western Reserve University 
“Vernacular Students Who Do Not Read Music”





Workshops 
 
 
Beatrice B. Olesko, Ithaca College, and Martina Vasil, University of Kentucky 
“Not Just Rock Band: Vernacular Music Activities for Elementary Music” 
This interactive workshop will provide attendees with tools to select vernacular music 
activities for children that are developmentally appropriate, pedagogically sound, and 
foster connections to their musical lives outside of school. Lessons shared are useful for 
practical implementation and for preparation of preservice teachers. Join us in singing, 
moving, playing, and creating with popular music! 
 
David Thompson, Kent State University and Plain Local Schools 
“Music Educatio



literature for traditional ensembles is	graded. I will consider the appropriateness of such a 
system and how it might be useful for teachers of Modern Bands. 
 
Virginia Wayman Davis, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, and Warren Gramm, Little 
Kids Rock 
“My Kids Rock– But Can I? Jumping Into Popular Music Pedagogy “ 
In this engaging session, we will share best practices for developing and sustaining a 
modern band program. Using simple techniques, we will present ways in which teachers 
can use approximation, informal learning, and peer mentoring to scaffold for student 
success in ukulele, guitar, bass, keyboard, vocals, technology, and drums. 
 
Richard Lawton, Roscomare Road Elementary School, Los Angeles 
“The Efficacy of Cool: Using A Vernacular Music Approach in the Orff Schulwerk 
Classroom” 
The features of the vernacular music learning style — self-guided exploration, high 
engagement, attention to nuance, peer collaboration — make it a good match for the child 
directed nature of Orff Schulwerk. This teaching workshop will explore ways of blending 
these approaches to fully engage elementary students in meaningful music making. 
 
Kelsey Kordella Giotta, Case Western Reserve University and Plain Local Schools, and 
Dennis Giotta, Southeast Local Schools 
“Songwriting for Music Educators” 
This teaching workshop will cover the strategies that two practicing music teachers 


