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Cognitive Science Capstone Presentations. Wednesday, 16 December, 3-4:30pm, Crawford 618.

Emily Lipham. Factors in Second Language Acquisition: Primary Influences on Learning.
Richard Eaton. Unconscious Effects on Gesture Type.
Joseph Amick. Lie Low: How Deception Affects Gesture Rate.

 

Mike Lewicki. Wednesday, 2 December, 4-5pm, Crawford 618. Computational Models of Vision. Mike
Lewicki, recently of Carnegie Mellon University, is Associate Professor in the Department of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science at CWRU.

Abstract: What are the underlying computational principles that biology uses to transform the raw
sensory signal into a hierarchy of representations that subserve higher-level perceptual tasks? One
hypothesis is that biological representations are optimal from the viewpoint of statistical information
processing, and are adapted to the statistics of the natural sensory environment. In the initial stages
of sensory coding, information has to be coded in a way that makes best use of the available
resources. I willn饘倀tu඙ᄀo a olab඙ᄀ ma In th  t඙ᄀ v n io
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First we will observe some examples of “gut feelings” that lead us to the power of ‘problem solving
before or beyond knowing’. Then we will deal briefly with the idea of a geography of thought and with
cognitive aspects of tacit knowledge for cultural diversity. We will try to relate PolanyiÂ´s ideas on
tacit knowledge with Leonard TalmyÂ´s “Cognitive Culture System” in order to prepare three
conclusions: tacit knowledge is based on experience, it is shared (and not just individual) and, thus,
imparted through education. These conclusions may allow us finally to discuss challenges for tacit
knowledge in media society.

 

Cristóbal Pagán Cánovas. Thursday, 8 October 2009, 3:30-5pm. The Cogsci Forum (612C
Crawford). Title: The Cultural Genesis of the Arrows of Love: Blending, Schemata, and
Erotic Emissions in Greek Poetry, Rituals, and Art.

Dr. Cánovas is a Marie Curie Postdoctoral Fellow. He will be in resb,  F  in the epartmehl of hognitiv.



Emergence of Mathematics Workshop. Monday and Tuesday, 11-12 May 2009. 618 Crawford.
Sponsored by the Institute for the Science of Origins
(http://www.case.edu/origins/sciences/emergenceofmind.html). Participants include James Alexander,
Per Aage Brandt, Marcel Danesi, Gilles Fauconnier, Brendan Foreman, Reuben Hersh, Doug Hofstadter,
Greg Huber, Ed Hubbard, Anthony Jack, Rafael Núñez, Todd Oakley, Arnaud Viarouge, Glenn Starkman, Lee
Thompson, and Mark Turner. A gallery of photographs from the workshop:

The Cogsci Colloquium is pleased to publicize the Spring 2009 Allen and Constance Ford Distinguished
Lecture (http://www.case.edu/events/ford/), in partnership with the Department of Biomedical
Engineering: Jeff Hawkins, Tuesday, 31 March 2009, 4:30-5:30pm. Wolstein Auditorium. Title:
Hierarchical Temporal Memory: How a theory of the neocortex may lead to truly intelligent machines.
Jeff Hawkins is a co-founder of Palm, Handspring, and Numenta and the author of On Intelligence. Seating
is limited. Register by clicking on the link above.

 

Roland Posner. Wednesday, 25 March 2009, 4-5pm. 618 Crawford.t Title: Polysemy in Gestures. Roland
Posner is Director of the Research Center for Semiotics, Technische Universität Berlin.

Abstract: Emblematic gestures are body movements that carry conventional meanings. These
meanings are semantically based either on a body reflex or on the utilization of an artifact. The
artifact is presented either by direct embodiment (such as the hand shape imitating a mobile phone in
the gesture ‘Phone me!’) or/and by operating on it (e.g., by holding the hand in this shape at the cheek,
as in real phoning). The lecture shows that in normal gestures these sources of meaning can be
applied to convey a multiplicity of meanings that are connected by metaphors and metonymies just
like in the meanings of verbal expressions.

 

Kristina Woolsey. Saturday, 14 March 2009, 12-12:45pm. Cleveland Museum of Art. Title: Learning and
Teaching From Objects. Kristina Woolsey is adjunct professor of cognitive science at Case Western
Reserve University. Her talk is hosted by the Cleveland Museum of Arts and the Baker-Nord Center for the
Humanir䜧.i nt tp: n bഀ l
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