
Benson Symposium 
The Benson Symposium took place at Case Western Reserve University Wednesday, March 7, 
2007. It was held from 2–9:30 p.m. in Room 9 of the Inamori Center on the ground floor of 
Crawford Hall. 

Audience members for the mini-symposia were invited participants



The sensory/specious present model has proven popular with laboratory researchers who focus 
on the relationships between experience and objectively measurable physical events, and with 
brain researchers. The theory that drives this research assumes that our sense of time is 
constructed from elementary chunks or irreducible “moments.” These are the atoms of time, 
from which all representations of the temporal structure of events must be built. This theory, first 
proposed in the 19th century, has recently received support from neuroscience, engineering and 
computational science. It postulates that time is represented in the brain in a componential 
manner, computed from a fixed base rate in certain neuroanatomically defined regions of the 
brain. A complex neuronal circuit maintains a “count” of base units of time, and this defines the 
apparent duration of a given episode of experience. Although there is considerable controversy 



theory influence one another? Should they? If so, how and where? How does our memory 
record of passing time coalesce with our internal clock, if there is such a thing? How might these 
be modified, or even fundamentally altered over the long term, by culturally-programmed 
experience? And how do our narrative accounts of experienced time map onto the 
representational hierarchy that dictates our perception of time? 

The symposium might influence scholars and scientists to build a cognitive model of time that 
will explore such questions, and lead to a unified theory that can account more fully for our 
conception of time. 

 
 


